
This issue of The Advocate is sponsored
by the Idaho Legal History Society

AdvocateThe

Official  Publication
of the Idaho State Bar
Volume 52, No. 11/12
November/December 2009



2 The Advocate • Nov / Dec 2009



The Advocate • Nov / Dec 2009 3

The University of Idaho College of Law would like to congratulate our 
graduates who passed the July 2009 Idaho State Bar Exam:

Brenda Michelle Bauges
Dartanyon Gabriel Burrows
Skylar Hawk Christensen
Thomas J. Clark
Samuel Toevs Creason
Theron J. De Smet
J. Patrick Denton
Charissa Ann Eichman
Jana Beth Gomez
Kevin Alan Gri�  ths
Dinko Hadzic
Bruce A. Hinchey
Ryan Lynn Holdaway
Susie D. Jensen
Jus� n Rand Jolley
Bre�  Best Judd

Chelsea Elaine Kidney
Kirk Lee Kimber
Jennifer Lynn Klocke
Theodore R. Larsen
Adam Boone Li� le
Stacey Lee Lucich
Mellisa D. Maxwell
Jake D. McGrady
Alicia Michelle Moore
Jessica Francis Moser
Marcia Jean Murdoch
Erika L. Parsons
Jennifer Lee Perevodchikov
Nicholas D. Peterson
Ross D. Pi� man
Sanja Pru� na

Joanna Totorica Rebich
Maren Redd
Amanda Joline Rekow
Morgen Elizabeth Reynolds
Danielle Melody Rowand
Nicholas Davis Sackman
Ma� hew Brendan Schelstrate
Christopher Arthur Clinton Smith
Louis Vaughn Spiker
Richard David Hawes Surber
Jordan Eriksen Taylor
Mayli A. Walsh
Shawn F. Wilkerson
Emma Rachel Wilson
Robert H. Wood
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Attend CLE that keeps you on the cutting edge
Live Seminars
Throughout the year, live seminars on a variety of legal topics 
are sponsored by the Idaho State Bar practice sections and by the 
Continuing Legal Education program of the Idaho Law Foundation.  
The seminars range from one hour to multi-day events.   Upcoming 
seminar information and registration forms are posted on the ISB 
website at: isb.idaho.gov.

Webcast Seminars
Many of our one to three hour seminars are also available to view 
as a live webcast.  Pre-registration is required.  These seminars 
can be viewed from your computer and the option to email in your 
questions during the program is available.  Watch the ISB website 
and other announcements for upcoming webcast seminars.

On-line On-demand Seminars
Pre-recorded seminars are available on-demand through our on-line 
CLE program.  You can view these seminars at your convenience.  
To check out the catalog or sign up for a program go to http://www.
legalspan.com/isb/catalog.asp.

Recorded Program Rentals
Pre-recorded seminars are also available 
for rent in DVD, VCR and audio 
CD formats.  To visit a listing of the 
programs available for rent, go to isb.
idaho.gov.

Idaho Law Foundation 
Fall 2009 CLE Schedule

November 20
Headline News—Year in Review
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
University Inn, Moscow
5.0 CLE credits of which 1.0 is 
Ethics Credit RAC*

December 4
Headline News—Year in Review
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Red Lion Hotel, Pocatello
6.0 CLE credits of which 1.0 is 
Ethics Credit RAC*

December 11
Headline News—Year in Review
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Oxford Suites, Boise
6.0 CLE credits of which 1.0 is 
Ethics Credit RAC*

December 18
Ethical Trial Advocacy — 
An Interactive CLE
8:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Oxford Suites, Boise
2.0 Ethics CLE Credit RAC*

*RAC—These programs are 
approved for Reciprocal Admission 
Credit pursuant to Idaho Bar 
Commissions Rule 204A(e). 

Get with the program
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$110,117
In 2008, Eide Bailly detected a median  

fraud loss of $110,117.

Fraud Investigations  |  Fraud Detection  |  Fraud Hotline  |  Background Checks  |  Litigation Support

208.424.3510  |   www.eidebai l ly.com

We offer free services to 
supplement your lawyers’ 

malpractice coverage.
With lawyers' professional liability coverage 

from Zurich, you gain greater peace of mind

with free access to VersusLawTM for online

research, a loss prevention hotline manned by

Hinshaw & Culbertson for free consultation

and the ability to report claims 24/7, toll-free.

It all adds convenience and cost savings to

your coverage benefits. For greater value.

What if coverage benefits 
exceeded your expectations?

Contact Moreton today!

208-321-9300 
800-341-6789

www.moreton.com
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Only one 
magazine reaches 

ALL LAWYERS 
in Idaho.

The Advocate is 
published nine times 
per year and has a 
circulation of over 5,300.

Advertising in 
The Advocate is not 
only an economical way 
to communicate with the 
legal community, it is 
probably the single most 
effective way of doing 
so. In a 2007 survey 93%
of Idaho Bar members 
said they use 
The Advocate.

For more information on 
advertising rates and 
deadlines, please contact 
Bob Strauser at 
(208) 955-8865 
rstrauser@isb.idaho.gov

The

Advocate

We are a group of more than 
200 Idaho attorneys whose practice 
interests include family law in its 
broadest definition! We include 
adoption, divorce, child custody, 
modification actions, mediation, 
wills and estates as they touch the 
family, family economic issues, child 
protective issues, juvenile justice, 
family welfare in all its forms, elder 
law, and any other area that affects the 
Idaho family!

Our purpose is to improve the 
practice of family law in the state and 
to provide resources for our section 
members to accomplish this goal.

The entire Section welcomes you 
and invites you to step forward and 
become part of one of the original 
sections started in the Idaho State Bar 
back in the 1980s. Make it YOUR 
family law section! We pride ourselves 
in being collegial and open, giving real 
value for your membership dues. We 
look forward to your participation and 
hope that you will find, as one of our 
survey respondents said in this year’s 
Family Law Section Survey, “it’s a 
pretty good deal as is!” 

The Family Law Section provides 
an avenue to participate in meaningful 
and worthwhile projects, educational 
opportunities, a members-only 
listserve, deep discounts on training 
and CLEs, and affords an opportunity 
to get to know other bar members 
who practice in similar areas of the 
law.  Please contact Dayna Ferrero 
at (208) 334-4500 or dferrero@isb.
idaho.gov if you have questions about 
joining the Family Law Section. Join today and get the remainder 
of 2009 for free. Cost to join is $30 annually ($10 annually for law 
students and those admitted to the ISB less than 5 years). Join now 
or check the Family Law Section on your Bar dues renewal form!

We are family...

The Family 
Law Section

... making a difference



The Advocate • Nov / Dec 2009 9

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The number of lawyers admitted to 
practice before the bar of Idaho’s courts, 
including the United States District and 
Bankruptcy Courts, continued to grow this 
fall when 106 lawyers (seven reciprocal 
admittees) took the oath of both courts.  
The Fall Admission Ceremony was held 
on October 1 at the Boise Centre, and 
as has been done in recent years, it was 
a joint ceremony of the Idaho Supreme 
Court, the United States District and 
Bankruptcy Courts for the District of 
Idaho, and the Idaho State Bar.  Of the 
99 new lawyers, less than half attended 
law school in Idaho.  A total of 38 law 
schools from all over the United States 
were represented by this group.  

The room was 
filled, literally, 
with the candi-
dates for admis-
sion, their friends 
and family, rep-
resentatives from 
the State Bar and 
the Idaho Law 
Foundation, the 
Law School, as 
well as elected 
officials, includ-
ing Secretary 
of State Ben Ysursa and Lt. Gov. Brad 
Little, whose son was being admitted to 
practice.

Picture this:  the Clerk of the Supreme 
Court calls the session to order.  All rise 
and justices and judges from the Idaho 
Supreme Court and Court of Appeals, the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, and the 
United States District and Bankruptcy 
Courts enter and take their places at the top 
level of the dais.  It is an impressive and 
inspiring scene.  And it sends a message, 
not only of support and congratulations 
to the newest members of the Idaho Bar, 
but also of the collegiality, camaraderie 
and solidarity of the courts before whom 
we practice.  Chief Judge Winmill has 
said this relationship is another unique 
thing about Idaho.  Unless you’ve argued 
before an en banc panel of a U.S. Court 
of Appeals or the United States Supreme 
Court, most of us have never been before 
so many judges at one time.  

One of the traditions of the ceremony 
is that the attorneys in the audience are 

given an opportunity to reaffirm our oath 
with the candidates for admission, which 
we do.  For those of you, like me, who 
have not read, or reaffirmed, the oath 
since you were admitted, take a minute 
and do so:

I DO SOLEMNLY SWEAR THAT;
I will support the Constitution of the 

United States and the Constitution of the 
State of Idaho.

 I will abide by the rules of professional 
conduct adopted by the Idaho Supreme 
Court.

I will respect courts and judicial 
officers in keeping with my role as an 
officer of the court.

I will represent my clients with vigor 
and zeal, and will preserve inviolate their 
confidences and secrets.

I will never seek to mislead a court 
or opposing party by false statement of 
fact or law, and will scrupulously honor 
promises and commitments made.

I will attempt to resolve matters 
expeditiously and without unnecessary 
expense.

I will contribute time and resources to 
public service, and will never reject, for 
any consideration personal to myself, the 
cause of the defenseless or oppressed.

I will conduct myself personally and 
professionally in conformity with the 
high standards of my profession.

   SO HELP ME GOD.
Our oath is more than a mere 

statement of lofty ideals or aspirations, it 
is an ongoing promise and commitment 
we made as a condition to practice law.  
(As a footnote, if you were to look, you 
will find the oath buried in Rule 214 of 
Bar Commission Rules and will see that 
it was “rescinded and replaced” in late 
1990.  So, those of us admitted before 
1991 took a slightly different version, 
which I read and there is nothing new 
here.)  

The gavel then passed to Judge 
Trott, who granted the motion of United 
States Attorney Tom Moss to admit the 
applicants to the federal courts, and the 
federal court oath was administered:  “I 
do solemnly swear or affirm, that I will 
support the Constitution of the United 
States, that I will bear true faith and 
allegiance to the government of the 
United States, that I will maintain the 

respect due to the courts of justice and 
judicial officers, and that I will conduct 
myself uprightly as an attorney of this 
court.”  The simple word “uprightly” 
captures it all.

The oaths provide the backdrop for 
the remarks made at the ceremony by the 
President of the Idaho Law Foundation, 
the President of the Bar and the two 
keynote speeches by a judge from 
the federal courts and a justice of the 
Idaho Supreme Court.  Let me briefly 
summarize what was said.

Chief Magistrate Judge Candy Dale 
represented the federal courts.  She 
began by noting that the two oaths would 
serve as guideposts and, along with the 
ceremony, provided a rite of passage to 
the legal profession.  These new lawyers 
now had a “ticket to a ride,” but it was 
up to them, and no one could be sure, 
how far, how long, how bumpy or how 
smooth that ride would be.  It was a time 
not only for retrospection, but also a 
period for introspection, with this basic 
question they should ask and answer:

Will your work define who you are, or 
will who you are inform and define your 
work?  The practice of law is demanding.  
It will take all of you if you let it.  You 
must be proactive rather than reactive 
when it comes to deciding how you will 
live your life.  On this question if you 
have a blank chalkboard, everyone else 
will write on it.

By honoring their oaths, and 
grounding their careers in a reputation 
for integrity, a contribution to the legal 
community (and the other communities 
of which they would be a part), and a 
commitment to the cause of justice for 
all, they could chart their own path to 
success.

Chief Justice Eismann spoke on behalf 
of the Supreme Court and observed that 
an attorney fills three different roles.  As 
a member of the legal profession, being 
an attorney is part of one’s identity, and 
we have an opportunity and an obligation 
to work to improve the profession.  As 
a representative of their clients, the 
new lawyers were reminded that the 
matters they handle are not theirs but the 
clients’.  And, consistent with the oath, 
representing a client is not simply about 
winning at any cost—we must act within 

B. Newal Squyres
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Distinguished members of the judiciary and Bar preside during the formal admissions ceremony. It was an opportunity to reflect on 
the principles of the profession.

Photo by Kyme Graziano, Idaho State Bar

our ethical and legal obligations and, 
when appropriate, consider the interests 
of third parties.  Third, an attorney has 
a special role as a public citizen.  With 
that, we each become a representative for 
the rest of us and should work to advance 
the rule of law and help overcome the 
public’s misconceptions about lawyers 
and the legal system.  

Chuck Homer, President of the ILF, 
came over from Idaho Falls to acquaint 
the new lawyers with the mission of the 
Foundation.  In addition, Chuck spoke to 
the necessity for civility and integrity in 
all our dealings with each other, the courts 
and our clients.  He also emphasized a 
lawyer’s commitment to give back to the 
community, particularly in the form of pro 
bono work, and the personal satisfaction 
gained from fulfilling this part of our oath.  
And the need is paramount.  Interest rates 
have dropped to the lowest level in half 
a century, causing a significant decrease 
in IOLTA funds available to support 
critical Idaho law-related services, such 
as legal services to low-income families 
and individuals.  In 2008, the Idaho Law 
Foundation was able to grant $450,000 
to law-related services, of which about 
77% went to organizations that provide 
legal services to the disadvantaged.  In 
2009, the total grant amount decreased 
to $360,000.  For the 2010 grant cycle, 
the designated amount for grants is 
approximately $190,000, which includes 
allocating some funds from the IOLTA 
reserve account.  The amount of interest 
generated from IOLTA accounts in 2009 
is about 40% of the amount generated in 
2008.  

On behalf of the Bar, I welcomed 
Idaho’s newest attorneys and expressed 
that to be a lawyer—to be called to the 
bar, as it is often put—is a high and 
noble calling, and quoted John W. Davis, 
a New York lawyer, who described our 
profession this way over 60 years ago:  

True, we build no bridges.  We raise 
no towers.  We construct no engines.  We 
paint no pictures—unless as amateurs 
for our own principal amusement.  There 
is little of all that we do which the eye 
of man can see.  But we smooth out 
difficulties; we relieve stress; we correct 
mistakes; we take up other men’s burdens 
and by our efforts we make possible the 
peaceful life of men in a peaceful state.  

This is not some high-minded, pie-
in-the-sky view of what lawyers do, 
although it does set a very high standard, 
consistent with our oath.

I suggested three things for the new 
admittees to keep in mind as they moved 
forward with their careers:  A good 
lawyer is first and foremost a problem 
solver—this being what I was taught by 
a great judge, trial lawyer and former 
Attorney General of the United States, 
Griffin B. Bell, and by my first mentor 
in the practice, R.B. Kading, Jr.—one 
of the best trial lawyers in Idaho.  In my 
opinion, I said they would be happier 
and more successful, day in and day 
out, and over the long run if they viewed 
their job and first priority as a problem 
solver.  I also suggested they needed to 
be a good listener, which is not always 
easy because, as a general rule, most 
lawyers like to talk.  But you don’t learn 
much by talking.  You don’t learn what a 

court is thinking.  You don’t learn about 
your client’s problem.  And you cannot 
learn the facts underlying whatever kind 
of issue you are dealing with unless you 
listen.  This includes listening to one’s 
friends and family, whether talking to 
them about a legal issue or just life in 
general.  Finally, in the midst of these 
tough times, it is important that they 
be patient with themselves and with 
their career because the hard work and 
sacrifice of becoming a lawyer—and the 
hard work and sacrifice of their friends 
and family—would be worth it.  

This was my fifth swearing-
in ceremony (including the ones in 
the spring), none of which I would 
have attended if I had not been a Bar 
Commissioner.  It is one of the “perks” 
of the job that does not take much time 
and provides a nice reward for being an 
Idaho lawyer.
About the Author 
B. Newal Squyres is a senior litigation 
partner of Holland & Hart LLP. He is 
serving a sixth-month term as President of 
the Idaho State Bar Board of Commissioners. 
He represents the Fourth District. Newal 
received his undergraduate and law degrees 
from Texas Tech University. 

Endnotes
1 Justice Donald W. Lemons, “Personal Observations 
for New Lawyers,” The Bencher (March/April 
2009).
2 Fred R. Shapiro, The Oxford Dictionary of 
American Legal Quotations (1993) (quoting John 
W. Davis, Address, New York, Mar. 16, 1946).
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

2009 PRO BONO AWARD Recipients
Diane K. Minnich

At the November resolution meetings 
we will honor those attorneys receiving 
2009 pro bono awards.  The pro bono 
awards are named for the late Idaho 
Volunteer Lawyers Program (IVLP) 
Director Denise 
O’ Donnell Day, 
who dedicated 
her career to 
providing legal 
services to 
the poor and 
disadvantaged.  
Pro bono award 
recipients follow 
her example of 
freely providing 
their professional 
abilities, time and 
service to those with limited resources in 
need of legal services.
First District

Peter Smith, Lukins & Annis, Coeur 
d’Alene, represented a single mother 
in obtaining custody of her two pre-
teen children. Peter 
donated 60 hours in 
the case. The father 
had been in prison for 
five years for felony 
assault (molestation) 
of a minor. On his 
release from prison, 
the father stole the 
children and hid 
them from their 
mother. Although 
not the easiest of clients, the mother was 
extremely concerned for the safety of her 
children. Peter was able to negotiate a 
custody arrangement to her satisfaction. 

Amy Bistline, Amy Bistline Law 
donated 50 hours in the case, serving 
as Guardian ad Litem for the children 
and Mark Jackson, Mark Jackson 
P.A. donated his services mediating the 
custody arrangements.
Second District

Anne Dwelle, Wakefield & Dwelle, 
Moscow, was nominated by the University 
of Idaho College of Law Legal Aid Clinic 

staff for providing outstanding pro bono 
service and leadership in a special joint 
program of the Idaho Volunteer Lawyers 
Program, the UI College of Law Legal 
Aid Clinic, and 
the College of 
Law’s Student 
Sexual Orientation 
Diversity Alliance 
group. Anne helped 
create this special 
project but also was 
the primary presenter 
in the program’s 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
workshop for same 
sex couples on topics such as wills and 
powers of attorney. Anne then partnered 
with law students to help prepare 
documents free of charge for same-sex 
couples over the course of an intense day 
of client interviews, drafting, review, and 
signing. Anne frequently volunteers at 
the UI College of Law where she teaches 
and mentors students.
Third District

Hon. Wayne Fuller is an Emeritus 
Attorney from Weiser who has 
generously volunteered to assist those in 
his community in need of legal services. 
For example, he donated over 100 hours 
representing a divorced mother in a 
contested Protection Order hearing, and 
then in an action to modify the divorce 
decree. The woman 
needed to obtain 
custody of her 15 
year - old daughter 
and appropriate 
child support. The 
case was bitterly 
contested and 
involved difficult 
facts including 
allegations of sexual 
abuse by the father 
of the daughter. Despite the difficulties 
in this representation, Wayne said he was 
glad to do it and was glad that IVLP does 
these cases.

Fourth District
Vaughn Fisher, a sole practitioner 

in Boise, had just moved to Idaho from 
another state where he primarily did 
work as a civil litigator when he agreed to 
represent a victim of domestic violence. 
The woman had fled the state with her 
child to escape her 
abuser. Competing 
divorce actions 
were filed and later 
consolidated in 
Idaho. The father 
also moved for an 
order requiring 
Vaughn’s client 
to return to Idaho. 
Vaughn filed an 
emergency appeal to 
the Idaho Supreme Court and prevailed 
for his client establishing an important 
precedent for preserving the safety of 
domestic violence victims in domestic 
cases. Vaughn said that working on this 
case was “one of the most rewarding 
things I’ve ever done.”

Mark Geston, Stoel Rives, LLP, 
Boise, is a civil litigation attorney who 
volunteered to assist immigrant women 
and children in Idaho who are victims 
of domestic violence committed by a 
United States citizen 
spouse or parent. 
These cases are 
presented using the 
federal “Violence 
Against Women 
Act” (VAWA). 
VAWA allows 
immigrant victims to 
obtain immigration 
relief without their 
abuser’s cooperation 
or knowledge and thereby eliminates 
the ability of abusers, traffickers, and 
perpetrators of sexual assault to control 
their victims with threats of deportation. 
Since receiving training to provide this 
kind of work Mark has spent 60 hours 
preparing immigration filings for two 
victims of domestic violence whose 

Peter Smith

Anne Dwelle

Vaughn Fisher
Diane K. Minnich

Honorable
Wayne Fuller

Mark Geston
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safety and legal status are being protected 
through his efforts.

Terri Pickens, Pickens Law, PA 
Boise, was nominated by the Fourth 
District’s Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA) program for her 
work representing Guardians Ad Litem in 
child protection cases. The program staff 
said that Terri “has shown a passionate 
commitment to 
children in our 
community through 
her representation 
of CASA/GAL 
volunteers over 
the years.” The 
staff called Terri a 
“fierce advocate” 
and that attorneys 
such as Terri make 
these services to 
abused children possible. One particular 
case Terri handled ended up with the 
termination of the parents’ rights. Terri 
committed well over one hundred hours 
(100) to the case and according the 
CASA staff she “did a phenomenal job 
representing her client and the children’s 
best interests.” Terri says of volunteering 
with CASA that “it is more than worth 
your time, its rewarding.”
Fifth District

Kent D. Jensen, a sole practitioner 
in Burley, represented a father who was 
embroiled in a custody battle over his 
eight year old son. The boy had been 
living with Kent’s client after he had 
been repeatedly taken from the mother by 
Child Protective Services. The case was 
highly contested and included numerous 
accusations against the father that were 
ultimately proved unfounded. Kent spent 
more than 50 volunteer hours in the case 
but ultimately achieved a successful 
resolution for his client. Kent did a great 
job in this highly contentious case.

Clayne Zollinger Jr., an attorney in 
Rupert, represented a domestic violence 
victim and mother of two children in a 
divorce. The husband had been arrested 
and jailed for domestic violence. After his 
release, he took the children for a visit, 
took them out of state and then refused 
to return them. The mother was afraid 
even to attempt to go pick up the children 
because of the possibility of violence. 
Clayne said “this was an interesting 
case.  It required an ex parte order, a 
temporary custody hearing and a final 
trial on the merits. I did not keep track of 
hours on this case, but it took well over 
40 hours.” Clayne feels volunteering is 
a way to give back to the community 

and is an important responsibility of the 
profession.
Sixth District

Monte Gray, Service, Spinner & 
Gray, Pocatello, was nominated by 
the Sixth District CASA program for 
his dedication to the program over the 
past 19 years. The CASA staff said that 
Monte always goes beyond the call of 
duty. “He is always willing to help and 
educate the guardian 
ad litem on legal 
issues and provide 
the necessary legal 
support.” They 
went on to say that 
he does not give up 
just because the case 
takes several years, 
or is time consuming. 
In fact, Monte is still 
involved in a case 
that began in 2002. Two children in the 
case have been located in a permanent 
home and the fate of the third child still 
undecided. Monte is willing to spend extra 
hours with the guardians ad litem in his 
cases. Monte encourages other attorneys 
to get involved, “it’s great for everybody 
to give back to the community. If you 
give more than you take out of society, it 
makes your existence worthwhile.”
Seventh District

Steve Hall, Petersen, Moss & Hall, 
Idaho Falls, spent 115 hours on a very 
contentious custody modification. 
Steve’s client was a victim of severe 
domestic violence and sexual assault (her 
ex-husband raped 
her shortly after they 
were divorced). The 
parents originally 
were given joint 
custody of the 
children.  However, 
even after the 
divorce, the pattern 
of violence and 
abuse continued. 
Steve assisted the 
mother in seeking sole custody of her 
four children. The Judge ordered a 
custody evaluation which imposed a 
terrific financial burden on Steve’s client. 
Steve’s firm initially fronted the cost of 
the evaluation until the Idaho Volunteer 
Lawyers Program (IVLP), the Coalition 
Against Sexual and Domestic Violence 
and Family Court Services could gather 
funds to help reimburse the cost of the 
custody evaluation. Steve stated, “The 
custody evaluation was expensive, but 
it pretty much validated [the mother’s] 

concerns about her husband’s anger 
and manipulative behavior, and allowed 
her to successfully retain custody of 
the children and to force him into a full 
domestic violence /anger management 
program.” Steve also said: “This is one 
of those cases where IVLP certainly 
made a difference. She could not have 
done what needed to happen without an 
attorney, and there are four children who 
are better off for it.”

Chad Campos, Campos Law 
Idaho Falls, was nominated by Seventh 
Juris Doctorate CASA program. The 
CASA staff said that Chad “has been 
an enthusiastic supporter of the CASA 
Program by taking pro bono cases for 
over 8 years.” Chad 
rarely says “no” and 
has been willing to 
travel to the outlying 
counties to serve 
the children through 
the program. 
Chad’s dedication 
and motivation to 
volunteer come from 
his concern for the 
unprotected children 
in his community. He calls volunteering 
for CASA to be “extremely fulfilling 
and very much worth the time.” The 
Seventh District CASA program is very 
appreciative of his service.

Terri Pickens

Steve Hall

Monte Gray

Chad Campos

It’s Good to Be Seen

Do you know of an attorney or 
judge that has received special 
recognition for their hard work, 
or who has been honored for 
their professional achievements.  
If so, The Advocate wants 
to hear from you.  We would 
like to share the news of their 
accomplishments. Send detailed 
information along with a photo 
of the recipient to The Advocate
Managing Editor Dan Black at 
dblack@isb.idaho.gov.
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LOOKING BACK AT THE LEGAL EDUCATION IN IDAHO

Honorable Ronald E. Bush
U.S. Courts, District of Idaho

This month’s issue of The Advocate
marks the fourth year in which the Idaho 
Legal History Society has brought atten-
tion to the history of lawyers, judges and 
courts in Idaho.  Past issues sponsored by 
the ILHS have featured the riveting mur-
der trial arising out of the assassination of 
former Governor Frank Steunenberg and 
the labor and class struggles that marked 
that era; the interesting and sometimes 
less than proud history of the use of test 
oaths in Idaho; the remarkable and com-
pelling stories of our most experienced 
and distinguished lawyers and judges 
that have been, and continue to be, gath-
ered in the work of the ILHS’s Oral His-
tory Committee; 
and now, in this 
issue, the history 
of legal education 
in Idaho. 

The choice of 
legal education 
for the theme of 
this year’s issue 
was a natural be-
cause scholarly 
training in the 
law began in Ida-
ho 100 years ago. In the fall of 1909, 18 
students gathered for classes at the Uni-
versity of Idaho. The first dean and sole 
instructor in the law was Professor John 
F. MacLane.  (Before that time, there 
were a goodly number of the still small 
community of lawyers in Idaho who 
had attained their profession through the 
common practice of an informal appren-
ticeship in the law, usually referred to as 
“reading for the Bar.”)  The law school 
grew steadily, gained accreditation from 
the American Bar Association early on, 
and has been the single most important 

center of legal learning for Idaho since 
its founding, not only because it serves 
as the only law school in the state, but 
because of the quality of its graduates 
(more than 4,500 in all). Consider the 
prominent roles that such graduates have 
had in the courts, businesses and halls of 
government in Idaho and other areas of 
the country. These graduates and faculty 
have had a profound influence on policy 
and law in Idaho. Although I am not a 
graduate of the College, I have many 
close friends who are.  In my own family, 
my father, Gene, was a stellar example 
of the extraordinary lawyers produced 
at Idaho, and my brother, John, fills that 
family role today.  It can be safely said 
that everyone who works in the practice 
of law in Idaho, or in the judicial system, 
has either a personal connection to the 
College of Law, or a direct relationship 
with someone who has that personal con-
nection. 

This issue contains articles about the 
beginnings and the progress of the law 
school, its sometimes scrambling efforts 
to keep up with the needs for adequate 
physical space and a well-trained faculty, 
and about some of the most noteworthy 
persons and personalities who helped 
shape the first 100 years of the college.  
The focus of the articles is appropriately 
upon the important scholarship and 
training of new lawyers that is the mission 
of the College of Law.  That is not to say, 
however, that the study of law at the 
University of Idaho was ever a completely 
ascetic exercise.  For many, local Moscow 
eating and drinking establishments 
such as the “Spruce” and the “Garden”  
became de facto study halls, where 
law students would go to shake off the 
mental cobwebs of long days of Socratic 
dialogue and case reviews.  The portrait 
galleries of each year’s graduating class 
and the idiosyncratically adorned study 

carrels contain ample evidence of the 
sometimes offbeat and often irreverent 
students who peopled the classrooms.  
In recent decades, as students with 
families became more common, informal 
supportive gatherings of such extended 
law school families often took place as 
each family understood that the study of 
law was a strenuous undertaking for not 
just the mom or dad who went to classes 
in the morning, but for everyone in the 
household.  Indeed, the College has come 
a long way from the days when reportedly 
there was only one common restroom 
for the law students and someone had to 
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stand guard outside the door while one of 
the few women who attended classes in 
those days was inside.

There is not much mention in these 
articles of the place of the College of 
Law in the larger whole of the University.  
Nonetheless, the College has always 
held a proud and admired place at the 
University of Idaho.  The remarkable 
mix of intelligence, talent and diverse 
backgrounds that makes up a law school 
class has always been a valued part of 
the campus life at the University and 
no doubt always will be, regardless of 
the inexorable changes that geography, 
population and politics may bring to the 
future of the College.   

Our issue also brings you a light-
hearted look by Tom High at the Idaho 
history of everyone’s favorite subject – 
continuing legal education - and Mary 
Hobson writes about the history of the 
pro bono responsibilities that rest upon 
every lawyer.  Thanks to both of them, 
and a resounding note of appreciation 
to Dean Don Burnett and Associate 
Professor Michael Greenlee of the 
College of Law, who carried the laboring 
oars of the considerable work that went 
into this issue.  Kudos as well to Dan 
Black, the new Managing Editor of 
The Advocate, and to the very capable 
Editorial Advisory Board headed by John 
Zarian, for their good editorial review.

Though this issue primarily contains 
the story of Idaho’s only law school, from 
its beginning to its present and its future, 
the subject is of both contemporary and 
historical interest, even for those Idaho 
lawyers who did not attend the College 
of Law at the University of Idaho.  In 
many ways, the study of law is a shared 
experience regardless of the locale and 
the evolution of the Bar and of the courts. 
All have ties to the state’s only institution 
for the study of law.  Hence, this focus 
upon Idaho’s only law school is a fitting 
subject for this year’s ILHS’ edition of 
the Advocate.  However, the history 
of legal education in future decades 
will be a different history.  The widely 
discussed plans of the College of Law at 
Idaho to expand its existing presence in 

the Treasure Valley are already drawing 
great interest.  Progress is taking place 
under plans first announced in 2008 by 
Concordia University to open a private 
law school in Boise, under the direction 
of its noteworthy first dean, former Idaho 
Supreme Court Justice Cathy R. Silak.    

The ILHS is proud to bring this 
issue of The Advocate to you each year.  
Please consider joining our efforts at 
the Idaho Legal History Society, headed 
this year by our capable President and 
noted law historian in her own right, Deb 
Kristensen.  Information can be obtained 
from any of our members, and from our 
website at www.id.uscourts.gov/ilhs/.  
We depend entirely upon the volunteer 
efforts of people like you, who share an 
interest in the many stories of remarkable 
achievement and resolve that mark the 
history of the law in Idaho.

Law school was for many of us, as 
Charles Dickens penned in a different 
setting, the best of times and the worst 
of times.  We at the ILHS hope that 
these stories about the history of legal 
education in our great state will bring back 
memories of your experiences.  Now, if 
I could only shake that nightmare about 
having rarely gone to class in Secured 
Transactions and realizing that the final 
exam is the next morning.  That isn’t my 
favorite memory of law school, but it does 
remind me that rigorous class attendance 
was never a problem for my old friend 
and law school classmate Kevin Beaton, 
who spent a number of weeks during our 
third year of law school visiting his Irish 
kinfolk in the old country.  He still aced 
all of his exams and graduated with high 
honors and I’m still shaking my head in 
amazement.

Now, who will volunteer to discuss 
the holding in Hadley v. Baxendale...?
About the Author 

Judge Ronald E. Bush was appointed 
a United States Magistrate Judge for 
the District of Idaho on October 1, 
2008.  Previously, he served as a state 
trial judge for five years and prior to 
that he practiced law for 20 years in 
both the Pocatello and Boise offices of 
the law firm of Hawley Troxell Ennis & 
Hawley, LLP.  Judge Bush received his 
B.A. degree in 1979 from the University 
of Idaho and his J.D. in 1983 from The 
George Washington University College 
of Law.  Judge Bush is a fifth-generation 
redheaded, fly-fishing, baritone Idahoan 
who is a former chairman of the board 
of trustees for the Idaho State Historical 
Society, co-founder and former president 
of the Idaho Legal History Society 
and a former Ninth Circuit Lawyer 
Representative.  At his investiture, his 
siblings presented him with a trophy 
recognizing him as the Best Hockey 
Player from Idaho Falls Ever to Become 
a Federal Judge.

In many ways, the study of law is a shared experience 
regardless of the locale and the evolution of the Bar 

and of the courts. All have ties to the state’s 
only institution for the study of law.

EMPLOYER SERVICES
Job postings:• 
Full-Time/Part Time Students,• 

       Laterals and Contract
Confidential “Blind” Ads Accepted• 
Resume Collection• 
Interview Facilities Provided• 
Recruitment Planning• 
For more information contact:

CAREER DEVELOPMENT

Phone: (208) 885-2742
Fax: (208) 8856-5709

And/or
www.law.uidaho.edu/careers

Employment announcements may be posted at
careers@law.uidaho.edu
P.O. 442321 Moscow, ID 

83844-2321
Equal Opportunity Employer

2010 Licensing Packets
The 2010 licensing packets will be mailed in mid-November. If you 
have not received your packet by December 11, please contact the 
Membership Department at (208) 334-4500 or astrauser@isb.idaho.
gov.  The licensing deadline is February 1, 2010.



16 The Advocate • Nov / Dec 2009

FROM A SAGEBRUSH ERA 
TO A STATEWIDE MISSION: 

IDAHO’S LAW SCHOOL SPANS 100 YEARS
Robert McCoy 
Washington State University

or a century, the saga of 
legal education in Idaho 

has been the story of the 
University of Idaho College 
of Law.  

The story begins, as it were, with an 
ending – the end, that is, of what John 
Fisher MacLane, Idaho’s first law dean, 
called the “Sagebrush era.”1 According 
to MacLane, at the beginning of the 
20th century Idaho remained “distinctly 
in its pioneer stages of development.” 
Even Boise, the largest city in the state, 
had a “typically western pioneer town 
atmosphere.”2

 The same could be said for Moscow, 
located far north of Boise and home to 
the University of Idaho. Although the 
University had been created on paper by 
the Territorial Legislature in 1889, and 
had opened its doors in 1892, Moscow at 
the turn of the century still had no paved 

streets.  While there were “no six-gun 
packing cowboys in sight,” a visitor in 
Moscow definitely knew he was “way 
out west.”3  Idaho was moving away 
from its pioneer roots, however, and 
was developing modern industries and 
infrastructures. Between 1906 and 1912, 
a radical change was occurring 
in the industrial, social, 
and political atmosphere of 
Idaho. The legal profession 
followed this same trend in 
modernization, as exemplified 
by the founding of a public 
law school in 1909.

Among the first key 
figures at U of I was James 
H. Forney, who  served first 
as a territorial prosecuting 
attorney in Mount Idaho 
(now Grangeville). He went 
on to be elected as district attorney for 
the Second Judicial District when Idaho 
became a state and was later appointed 
to the position of U.S. District Attorney 
for Idaho by President Grover Cleveland 
from 1893-1897. With the erection of the 
first building on the University of Idaho 

campus, Forney was named “provisional” 
president of the university to “formulate 
a curriculum and to secure professors for 
the chairs of learning.” 

At the request of UI President James 
MacLean  in 1908, Forney prepared 
a statement to be sent to the Board of 

Regents entitled The First 
Steps Toward Establishing a 
Law School at the University 
of Idaho. The following year, 
the Law department was 
established. 

Forney served as one of 
the first faculty members at 
the newly founded College 
of Law, where he helped to 
supervise the Practice Court. 
A well-respected attorney, 
Forney was known throughout 

Idaho and the Inland Empire as “Judge” 
Forney, though he never served as one. 

The fledgling school – first known 
as a “department” which would soon 
become the College of Law  –  opened 
its doors on September 20, 1909, with 
18 full-time first-year students and four 
part-time students.4 Housed in the newly 

Robert McCoy

Students prepare for exams at the University of Idaho College of Law in 1961.
Photo courtesy of University of Idaho

F
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completed Administration Building, the 
law school initially employed only one 
full-time faculty member, John MacLane. 
Dean MacLane proved instrumental in 
establishing the law school, and was at 
times, it seemed, entirely responsible 
for its existence. He “demonstrated 
both ingenuity and compassion,” even 
digging “into his own pocket to augment 
the University salary fund.”5 By the 
time MacLane resigned to accept a state 
judicial post in 1911, the student body 
consisted of 18 first-year and 18 second-
year students.

Legal education in much of 
nineteenth century America had been 
undergraduate education.  Thus, from 
its founding in 1909, the College of 
Law limited applicants to those with 
high school diplomas or an equivalent 
degree.  Even this requirement – modest 
by today’s standards – may have seemed 
outlandish to the first generations of 
Idaho’s “sagebrush lawyers,” who had 
entered into apprenticeships with no 
requirements whatsoever.  Indeed, the 
standard was relaxed in comparison with 
the admissions threshold at Harvard, 
which by 1900 “admitted only students 
with a complete college education.”6

Nonetheless, the University of Idaho, 
by imposing some prerequisite for legal 
education and by offering a modern 
course of legal instruction, gained 
early recognition from two accrediting 
organizations essential to legal education 

and the practice of law. The College 
of Law became the 46th member of the 
American Association of Law Schools 
when it qualified for admission in 1914.7

Likewise, the College distinguished itself 
by receiving early accreditation from the 
American Bar Association. The ABA 

“officially began its efforts to regulate 
access to the legal profession” at its annual 
meeting in 1921, when it “set minimum 
standards for law school admissions...
and declared that only lawyers who were 
graduates of accredited schools should 
be allowed to practice law.”8 The College 

A float pulled by 
College of Law 
faculty shows 
Lady Liberty at 
the Campus Day 
parade in 1914 at 
the University of 
Idaho.

John MacLane was born in Ohio 
and raised and educated in New 
England. Soon after graduating with 
advanced standing from Yale in 1900, 
MacLane left New Haven to attend the 
University of Minnesota Law School. 
In March 1906, MacLane burned his 
bridges with the East and Midwest and, 
following the advice of Horace Greeley, 
“lit out for the West” to Boise, Idaho, 
to “start out on a real adventure.”  

Within a year of his arrival in 
Idaho, MacLane was well acquainted 
with the Idaho legal profession and 
was appointed by the Idaho Supreme 
Court to act as Code Commissioner, 
overseeing the task of re-codifying 
the laws of Idaho. In 1909, two new 
opportunities were presented to John 
MacLane. The first was joining the 
legal staff at the Idaho Attorney 
General’s office and the second was 
accepting appointment as the first full-

time faculty member at a newly created 
department of law at the University of 
Idaho.  He chose the latter.

John MacLane

Photo  courtesy of University of  Idaho

Pioneer lawyer made his mark in Idaho
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of Law satisfied all such requirements 
and received ABA accreditation in 1925, 
making it the 45th law school (out of 
approximately 200 today) to gain such 
distinction.9

War, Recovery, Depression,  
and War Again

Despite these early successes, the 
years between 1914 and 1925 were 
turbulent for the College of Law. Like 
the rest of the campus, the law school 
was significantly affected by World War 
I. During the academic year 1914-15, 
all first-year law students were required 
to take a course in Military Science & 
Tactics, in addition to their regular first-
year coursework. The College of Law 
also added a new requirement, in 1915, 
that prospective law students successfully 
complete one full year of college work 
for admission. The increase in admission 
requirements and the high rate of military 
service among students led to a drastic 
drop in enrollment during the war years. 
Ten graduates received law degrees in 
1917 despite the war, but there were no 
graduates in 1918, since most “would-be 
graduates and entrants were in uniform, 
not in class.”10

The quality of the program in these 
early years was evidenced by the career 
of one remarkable graduate:  A. J. G. 
Priest, Class of ’21.  Priest’s law school 

career was interrupted by his service in 
World War I, but he returned to school 
following the war and successfully 
completed his studies.  He went on to a 
notable career, becoming a senior partner 
of Reid & Priest, a prominent New York 
City law firm; author of leading legal 
treatises on corporate reorganizations, 
mergers, and liquidations; and, after 
retirement from practice, an outstanding 
member of the University of Virginia law 
faculty. Priest was later recognized as 
“one of the nation’s most distinguished 
lawyers....”11

 During the 1920s, while the rest of 
the nation recovered from World War I, 
the law school eased into the process of 
rebuilding. There were 12 graduates in 
1921, in addition to increased enrollment 
from the previous years.  By the end of 

the 1920s, the College of Law had found 
a stability in its faculty and student body 
that would continue into the next decade, 
despite the devastating effects of the 
Great Depression, under the deanship 
of William E. Masterson. Indeed, during 
1932, as the Depression deepened, the 
College of Law enjoyed an increase 
in enrollment to 40 students. By 1934, 
enrollment had increased again, to 53 
students. 

Although the increase in enrollment 
was welcome, it also brought to light a 
serious issue that would increasingly 
plague the College of Law for the next 
four decades. Since its earliest days, 
the College was housed in a corner 
of the Administration Building. The 
increase in enrollment during the early 
1930s, a limited faculty, and a growing 

Dean Albert Menard, Jr. holds a book 
with Carolyn Folz, the law librarian from 
1945 to 1972.

Although the College of Law 
graduated its first woman, Mary Shel-
ton, in 1923, she did not  practice law 
in Idaho and little is known of her sub-
sequent  career.  A decade-and-a-half 
elapsed before the next female student 
enrolled.  Mary Schmitt enrolled at 
the College of Law in 1937 and was 
the first female graduate admitted to 
the Idaho State Bar in 1940. Schmitt 
soon set another “first” in Idaho law 
when she became the first female 
law clerk for the 
Idaho Supreme 
Court, clerking 
for Justice Ray-
mond Givens.The 
following year, 
Alberta Morton 
Phillips, a native 
of Moscow, en-
tered the College 
of Law in 1938 
and, like Schmitt, was the only wom-
an in her class. Despite the teasing 
of her classmates for being a woman 
in a “man’s” profession, she finished 
every semester at the top of her class 
and received the prestigious William 
E. Borah Award from the Phi Alpha 
Delta legal fraternity. At the time she 
received the award, however, she was 
“ineligible for membership because 
she was a woman.”  Overcoming 
these challenges, she graduated in 

1941.  She moved to Pocatello; but, at 
the request of Dean Brockelbank, she 
returned to the College of Law in 1945 
to become its first female law profes-
sor. The only stipulation to her contract, 
imposed by University President Har-
rison Dale, was that she not be allowed 
to teach criminal law – it was consid-
ered improper for a woman to address 
male students about the subject of rape. 
Despite Dean Brockelbank’s request 
that she stay on the faculty, Phillips re-
signed when her husband (also a lawyer 
and future magistrate judge) returned to 
Pocatello from the war.  She made a ca-
reer in private practice while raising a 
family of six children.

Following Alberta Phillips, Bernice 
Bacharach graduated from the College 
of Law in 1942 and would go on to be 
recognized as one of the most prominent 
attorneys in Washington. Remarkably, 
while the United States and Japan 
engaged in bitter conflict, the College’s 
first Japanese-American student, Rei 
Kihara Osaki, enrolled and studied 
law even as her family was interned at 
the Heart Mountain Relocation Center 
in Wyoming.  She graduated in 1943. 
The class of 1945 had the unique 
distinction of being one of the College 
of Law’s smallest graduating classes 
– composed entirely of two women 
students, Kathryn Claire Justus Drong 
and Catherine Dochios.

Alberta Morton 
Phillips

Iconic women blazed the trail for others

Photo courtesy of University of Idaho
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library collection created an “urgent” 
need to obtain larger, more suitable 
facilities. Dean Masterson petitioned the 
administration for a new and separate 
law building and an additional faculty 
member, but there was little relief to 
be found and the problem persisted for 
the next 43 years.12 With no additional 
faculty and no new building in view, 
Masterson resigned in 1934 to accept a 
deanship at the University of Missouri. 
Another casualty of the Depression was 
the newly begun Idaho Law Journal. 
First published by the College of Law in 
1931, the Law Journal issued only three 
volumes before it was discontinued in 
1933. 

Masterson was replaced by Pendleton 
Howard, who served for the remainder 
of the Depression and saw the College 
of Law through the tumultuous years 
of World War II.  The University of 
Idaho, with its long history as a military 
training institution, was well aware 
of the ramifications when President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt asked Congress 
for a declaration of war on December 
8, 1941. In a letter to the student body, 
the President of the University, Harrison 

Dale, encouraged students to do their 
“daily tasks plus 10 per cent. That is, we 
can do all that is expected of us and a 
little more.”13

The war years impacted the College of 
Law harshly. Once again, many students 
were in uniform rather than in class and 
enrollment dropped from 56 students in 
1939 to just half that number in 1942. It 
was no surprise that the College of Law, 
representing a profession traditionally 
dominated by men, saw such a drastic 
decrease in students. However, the 
decrease in the number of male students 
led to a record increase in the enrollment 
of female students.14 This increase was 
apparent campus wide, with the ratio of 
women to men at three to one.15  During 
the war years, old obstacles to legal 
education for women began to yield; 
indeed, the College of Law depended on 
women to maintain its modest enrollment 
during that period.

 The task of rebuilding the faculty after 
World War II fell initially to Dean William 
J. Brockelbank. A complete turnover 
of faculty had occurred and when he 
wrote his biennium report, Brockelbank 
reported that of the six people serving 

the school as “professors, librarians and 
secretary, only two of us had ever seen 
each other before.”16 Relying on the 
already established system of calling on 
local attorneys to fill the gaps in faculty, 
Brockelbank kept the school open, while 
at the same time pressing the University 
for more classroom and library space. 
A Golden Age  
and a Time of Struggle

Brockelbank’s tenure as Dean ended 
in 1947, but he remained on the faculty. 
Edward S. Stimson became the new Dean 
of the College of Law. Distinguished in 
many ways, Stimson had served as an 
assistant to the Attorney General during 
World War II, and had “gained wide 
recognition as an authority on the conflict 
of laws.”17 Stimson faced the challenge 
of seeing the school through a period of 
peak enrollment, beginning in the fall 
of 1948 when 128 students attended 
the law school. Under Stimson, several 
professors were added to the teaching 
faculty who would greatly influence 
the future course of the law school and 
establish a core group that would see 
the College through its next 16 years, 
later to be called the “golden age” of 

Golden Age faculty honored Dean Stimson during his retirement dinner in 1962. Back row - Thomas Walenta, 
W.J. Brockelbank, Herbert Berman; Front row – Philip Peterson, Dean Edward Stimson, George Bell.

Photo courtesy of University of Idaho
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the College of Law. In addition to Dean 
Stimson and Professor Brockelbank, this 
group consisted of George Bell, Herbert 
Berman, Philip Peterson, Thomas 
Walenta, and Caroyln Folz. Although not 
a member of the teaching faculty, Folz 
served as law librarian for 27 years and 
was solely responsible for building the 
law library collection as its only full-time 
professional staff member.

A wave of veterans returned to the 
University of Idaho beginning in 1946. 
Among these returning veterans were 
two young men who would go on to 
much prominence in Idaho politics after 
completing their degrees at the College 
of Law in 1950: U.S. Senator James 
McClure and Idaho state senator and 
attorney Ray Rigby. Notable among 
McClure’s and Rigby’s classmates 
was law student Reginald Reeves, 
the first African-American student to 
graduate from the College of Law in 
1952. Decades later all of them would 
be recognized in the University of 
Idaho Alumni Hall of Fame.  Another 
veteran of World War II and a College 
of Law graduate was Burton F. Ellis, or 
“Hump” (an affectionate reference to 
his childhood hometown of Humphrey, 
Idaho).  As a member of the U.S. Army 
Judge Advocate General’s Corps, Lt. 
Colonel Ellis played a prominent role in 
the prosecution of over 1,600 accused 
war criminals, most notably those 
involved in the Malmedy Massacre.  He 
later established an endowment for the 
University of Idaho, part of which was 
allocated to the College of Law and has 
been instrumental in funding faculty 
research projects. 

The sudden influx of so many 
returning veterans brought to light a 
serious problem: 

The facilities available to 
the College of Law had been 
questionable for years. With 
war and economic hardships 
threatening the campus, there was 
little room for improvement until 

1958, when the school was moved 
from the third floor to portions of 
the first floor and basement in the 
south wing of the Administration 
Building. The move was an 
undeniable improvement, with 
more space, an office for each 
faculty member, a courtroom, 
and two classrooms. Optimists 
thought this space might last 
the College for another 25 to 30 
years, but they missed the mark 
substantially.18

The 1960s were a tumultuous time 
for the nation, marked by anti-war 
protests, anti-establishment sentiments, 
and the rise of the counterculture. 
However, the decade is often considered 
the turning point of the modern era and it 
was certainly so for the College of Law. 
The first years of the 1960s appeared to 
be a continuation of the 1950s “golden 
age” owing to the stability and growth 
of the program. Retaining many faculty 
members who served the College for 
well over a decade, the school flourished, 
despite the decline of enrollment that 
accompanied entry into the Korean War 
and increased admission requirements. 

The faculty took advantage of 
this period of stability to turn to tasks 
other than teaching such as research, 
publication and public service. Dean 
Stimson authored a treatise on the conflict 
of laws in 1963 following his casebook, 
which was published in 1954; Professor 
Bell completed work on the Handbook
of Evidence for the Idaho Lawyer in 
1957; Professor Peterson wrote widely 
and participated in the drafting of tax 
legislation for the Idaho legislature; 
Professor Brockelbank earned particular 
distinction from the French government 
and was named an “Officer in the Order 
of the Academic Palms.” Brockelbank 
also published a treatise, The Community 
Property Law of Idaho, in 1962. Professor 
Walenta published several articles and 
treatises, establishing himself as an 
authority on water and mineral resources 
law. Another indication of better days 
was the return of a student edited journal, 
the Idaho Law Review, in August 1964. 

The College also enjoyed a sudden 
increase in enrollment as the “post 
World War II baby boom came of age 
to study law.”19 Through the mid-1960s, 
enrollment steadily increased reaching 
135 by 1967. As a result, the College 
was forced, for the first time, to deny 
admission to fully qualified applicants. 
However, with growth came renewed 
struggle with the recurrent issue of 
facilities.  As more students enrolled in 

In 1914, the new University of Idaho Administration Building gets some touch-ups as 
evidenced by scaffolding on the right.

During World War II, the College of 
Law drew heavily upon its graduates to 
provide adjunct in-
struction and keep 
the program run-
ning.  One alumnus 
who stepped for-
ward was L. Wel-
don Schimke. After 
graduating from the 
College in 1931, he 
immediately set up 
practice in Moscow. 
Between 1945 and 1947, he taught five 
semesters at the College on a variety 
of topics, including criminal law, con-
stitutional law, real property, and con-
veyances. In 1948, Schimke became 
counsel for the University of Idaho, a 
position he held for the next 22 years.  
He later created a series of endowed 
professorships at the College of Law, 
each bearing the Schimke name.

L. Weldon Schimke

Weldon Schimke played 
role well beyond WWII 

Photo courtesy of University of Idaho
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the College, the extreme lack of space was 
apparent everywhere. Even the library 
ran out of room for law books and had 
to put one volume in storage each time a 
new volume was added.20  Acting Dean 
George Bell found himself “fighting a 
desperate battle against disaster pressing 
from all sides,” as he wrestled with space 
and funding constraints that had plagued 
the school since its inception.21

In the midst of this “desperate 
battle,” the College of Law experienced 
a succession of retirements and 
resignations that severely weakened the 
law school faculty.  Between 1965 and 
1967, Professors Brockelbank, Stimson, 
Berman, and Walenta all either resigned 
or retired from the College of Law. Owing 
to the University’s critically deficient 
salary scale, replacing faculty members 
was nearly impossible. The College got 
through the 1967-68 academic year by 
again employing a number of practicing 
attorneys on a part-time basis, but it was 
clear that the faculty situation was “totally 
unsatisfactory.”22 Perhaps the only saving 
grace the law school had during this time 
period was the wholehearted support of 
University president Ernest L. Hartung. 
If not for President Hartung’s promise 
“that the College of Law would be the 
university’s top priority,” followed by the 
hiring of a new dean in 1967, the College 
might not have survived the struggle of 
the 1960s.
A Home of Its Own

At this critical juncture, a new leader 
emerged to see the College through its 
most difficult period of transition:  Albert 
R. Menard, Jr.  During his earlier career 
as a faculty member and acting law dean 
at the University of Colorado, Menard 
had gained valuable experience that 
would prepare him well for his role at the 
University of Idaho. While at Colorado, 
Menard chaired a committee to design 
a new law building. This responsibility 
provided him the opportunity to inspect 
and study numerous law facilities across 
the country.23 When he assumed the 
deanship at Idaho, Menard found the law 
school crowded into the south wing of the 
Administration Building, with a library 
filled to capacity, materials spilling 
down the hallway, and classroom space 
that was far from adequate. From this 
troubled beginning, Dean Menard set out 
to secure a modern law school facility.24

In 1969, while the College of Law 
celebrated its sixtieth anniversary, it 
also received official notice that its 
location in the Administration Building 
was no longer acceptable. In October 

1969, an ABA accreditation committee 
described the College of Law facilities 
as “intolerable” and “shockingly” and 
“deplorably inadequate.”25 Following 
significant delays in construction due 
to lack of funds, Dean Menard was 
warned by the ABA that unless tangible 
construction occurred by 1972, it would 
take action to suspend or terminate the 
College of Law’s accreditation. 

Fortunately, such action was never 
required.  Although debate arose as to 
whether a new law school building should 
be constructed in Boise or in Moscow, 
the University decided that the College 
should retain its presence on the Moscow 

campus.  In 1972 the cornerstone of a 
new building was laid at the west end of 
the campus.  In November of 1973 the 
College of Law left the Administration 
Building, where it had been housed since 
its founding 64 years earlier, and moved 
to its new home over the Thanksgiving 
holiday. The completed building included 
a courtroom, classrooms, faculty offices, 
a law library, study areas, and a student 
lounge. Dean Menard himself pitched 
in by helping to move and shelve some 
of the many boxes of law books that 
came from the old law library in the 
Administration Building. 

With the construction of a new law 

Dean Albert R. 
Menard, Jr., was 
born in Macon, 
Georgia, in 1918, 
and received his law 
degree from Colum-
bia University in 
1941. After serving 
in World War II, he 
joined the University 
of Colorado College 
of Law faculty in 
1948.  He served as 
Dean of the Univer-
sity of Idaho College 
of Law from 1967 to 
1978, shepherding 
the design and con-
struction of the first 
building devoted to 
the College’s exclu-
sive use.  In 1984, 
the law building was named for Dean Menard.  Although he was retired from teach-
ing, he was present for the dedicatory occasion and he acknowledged the honor with 
gratitude. Professor Dennis Colson perhaps best described Dean Menard’s unique 
service: “With Georgia charm, dogged persistence, and a prophetic vision of legal 
education he secured a home for the College.” 

Longtime Dean Albert Menard helped shape school

A native of Ogden, Utah, Sheldon Vincenti graduated 
from Harvard Law School and joined the University of Idaho 
law faculty in 1973.  He became the first associate dean of the 
College of Law in 1974, working closely with Dean Menard. 
It would fall to Dean Vincenti to complete construction of 
the law building.  He went on to serve as dean from 1984 to 
1995.  During that time, the College increased in reputation, 
diversity, and faculty strength; encouraged innovative teach-
ing and new course offerings; introduced modern technology 
in the law library; and expanded the clinical program.  He re-
tired from the faculty in 2001 but has continued to teach and 
to render institutional service as an emeritus professor.

Sheldon Vincenti

Vincenti set contemporary direction

Photo courtesy of University of Idaho
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building, many of the problems which 
had plagued the College of Law since 
its inception were finally put to rest. The 
new facilities provided ample room for 
development in all areas of educational 
and professional opportunities. From 
here on, stability and growth would be 
the key words to describe the College of 
Law, continuing into the 21st century. 
A Second Golden Age

The completion of the new law 
building in 1973 was marked by the 
concurrent arrival of two new faculty 
members, Sheldon Vincenti and Arthur 
Smith. Over the next two years, Dean 
Menard also recruited four more faculty 
members to the College of Law: Dennis 
Colson, Joann Henderson, D. Craig 
Lewis, and James Macdonald. These six 
professors would continue as faculty at 
the College of Law for the next three 
decades, creating an impressive and 
distinguished legacy of scholarship 
and outreach.  The size of the faculty 
continued to grow in the 1980s and many 
of the College of Law’s current senior 
faculty members came to the university 
during this period: Mark Anderson 
and Dale Goble (1982); D. Benjamin 
Beard and Monique Lillard (1987); and 
Elizabeth Brandt and John (Jack) Miller 
(1988).  These new faculty joined their 
older colleagues in establishing a second 
golden age of teaching and scholarship.

Most of the faculty hired during 
the 1980s and early 90s gained their 
appointments under Dean Sheldon 
Vincenti. Vincenti was named dean 
in 1984, following the resignation 
of Clifford Thompson, who left to 
become the law dean at the University 
of Wisconsin.  It was also in 1984 
that the College of Law celebrated its 
75th anniversary and the facility was 
appropriately named the “Albert R. 
Menard Law Building” in recognition of 
Dean Menard’s many services. 

Secure in its new home, the College 
of Law experienced a “coming of age” 
during the 1990s and into the new 
millennium.  Dean Vincenti developed 
the framework of a law student 
professional fee dedicated exclusively 
to legal education.  In 1996, a generous 
endowment from the estate of the Hon. 
Sherman Bellwood enabled the College 
of Law to establish the Bellwood Lecture 
series. Judge Bellwood, who practiced 
law and served as a district court judge 
in Rupert, Idaho, made the gift to the 
College of Law to enable it to “invite 
and present persons learned in the law 
to lecture on legal subjects from time to 

Through scholarship and outreach, 
Idaho law faculty members have made 
important contributions to law and legal 
institutions.  For 
example:

•  The time-worn 
treatises by the late 
Professor George 
Bell (evidence) 
and the late Dean 
Brockelbank (com-
munity property) 
continue to influ-
ence Idaho law and 
practice.
•  The late Professor Phil Peterson (who 
also served as a dean of the College) 
was widely recognized as the Idaho 
Legislature’s go-to resource on issues 
of taxation, and his impact is still felt 
today.  He also played a significant role 
in securing enactment of the Uniform 
Probate Code.
• Arthur Smith specialized in natural 
resources policy and helped to 
create two university programs: the 
Environmental Science program at the 
University of Idaho and the Institute for 
Resource Management at Washington 
State University.  Both have influenced 
perspectives on environmental policy 
in the Northwest. Smith also served as 
associate dean of the College of Law 
from 1981-1994, and acting dean from 
1992-1993.
•  Dennis Colson became a recognized 
authority on Indian law, especially 
issues relating to the Nez Perce treaties.  
He often consulted with the Idaho 
Legislature and Governor’s Office on 
those topics.  He also wrote the seminal 
work on the history of the Idaho 
Constitution, Idaho’s Constitution: The 
Tie That Binds. 
•  Craig Lewis earned the reputation 
of being a “lawyer’s lawyer.” With 
both a practitioner’s and scholar’s 
understanding of the rules of evidence 
and procedure, Lewis published treatises 
on Idaho Pre-trial Civil Procedure in 
1982 and the Idaho Trial Handbook in 
1995. 

•  James Macdonald has served as co-
chair of the Idaho State Bar committee 
responsible for the corporate code. 
In 1990, Macdonald co-authored 
the Handbook for Idaho Nonprofit 
Corporations, and was also responsible 
for drafting statutory amendments to 
the 1979, 1997, and 2004 corporate 
code.
•  Dale Goble is a nationally recognized 
authority on wildlife law, endangered 
species, and public lands.  He frequently 
is called to testify before Congressional 
committees and to brief the staffs 
of federal and state administrative 
agencies.
•  Mark Anderson has consulted on the 
interface of state statutes with federal 
antitrust laws.
•  Elizabeth Brandt is nationally known 
for her expertise on matters relating to 
families, women, and children, as well 
as an authority on civil liberties.  She 
has been a frequent consultant to state 
legislative committees and individual 
legislators on those topics.
•  D. Benjamin Beard has served as 
an Idaho Member of the Commission 
on Uniform State Laws, as a reporter 
for the committee that developed the 
Uniform Electronic Transactions Act; 
and as an American Bar Association 
delegate to a United Nations entity 
establishing international protocols on 
electronic transactions.
•  Maureen Laflin has shaped Idaho 
law and practice relating to mediation, 
especially mediation ethics, through 
her active work on Supreme Court and 
Idaho State Bar committees.
•  Barbara Cosens, a co-founder of 
the University of Idaho’s “Waters of 
the West” program, has served as a 
mediator of complex water disputes 
and provided consultation to the Idaho 
Legislature.
•  Dean Donald Burnett has helped 
shape appellate justice in Idaho, 
initially by serving on the state Court of 
Appeals and subsequently by chairing 
a Supreme Court committee on the 
state’s appellate caseload and the future 
structure and resources of the Court of 
Appeals.

U of I faculty have made significant impacts

George Bell
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time.”26 Bellwood Lecturers have been 
prominent leaders including Supreme 
Court Justices Sandra Day O’Connor, 
Antonin Scalia, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
and, in 2009, Chief Justice John G. 
Roberts, Jr.; journalist David Halberstam; 
former U.S. Attorney General Janet 
Reno; and U.S. Senators Gary Hart and 
Alan Simpson.

Also in 1996 the College honored the 
memory of former Idaho Chief Justice 
Allan G. Shepard by establishing, with 
the help of his surviving spouse Donna, 
a distinguished professorship – the 
College’s first such faculty position.  
Ties to the state judiciary were further 
strengthened by the creation in 2003 of 
the Justice Alfred Budge Visiting Jurist 
Program. This program enables Supreme 
Court justices or other state judges to 
spend time in residence at the College 
of Law for scholarly, collaborative, and 
teaching activities.  In 1997, through the 
efforts of Professor Maureen Laflin, the 
College became a leader in teaching and 
outreach related to mediation through the 
establishment of the Northwest Institute 
for Dispute Resolution.
Fulfilling a Statewide Mission

In 1999, recognizing that the 
University of Idaho Board of Regents/

Violet, a regular fixture 
on the University of Idaho 
campus in the early part 
of the last century, was a 
real celebrity. At right, the 
University of Idaho holds a 
dinner in honor of the College 
of Agriculture’s purebread 
Jersey. She sits at the head 
of the table.  Apparently, she 
would occassionally get loose 
and chase students across 
the campus. The dinner 
was apparently held in the 
milking parlor and Violet has a 
heaping plate of hay.

Photo courtesy of University of Idaho
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State Board of Education had assigned 
a statewide mission in legal education to 
the University of Idaho, and that Idaho 
was changing rapidly, President Robert 
Hoover – acting upon the suggestion of 
Jack Miller, who had become dean of 
the College – appointed a “Blue Ribbon 
Panel” to undertake a study to determine 
how the College of Law could best meet 
the legal education needs of Idaho.   The 
panel consisted of three current or past 
law deans around the country, including 
former Idaho Court of Appeals Judge and 
Idaho State Bar president Don Burnett, 
then the dean of the Louis D. Brandeis 
School of Law, University of Louisville, 
who would later become the University 
of Idaho’s dean in 2002.

 In 2000, after gathering data and 
conducting meetings in Moscow, Boise, 
and other locations in Idaho, the panel 
offered several analyses of how the 
College of Law could better serve the Bar 
and the public, most notably by creating 
a presence in the Treasure Valley area.  
The panel explored the possibility of 
continuing to offer legal education only 
in Moscow, the possibility of relocating 
the College to Boise, and the possibility 
of establishing an “Idaho model” of legal 
education in which a third year of law 
school would be offered in both Moscow 

and Boise.  The law faculty determined 
that the College should indeed establish 
a presence in Boise; however, the faculty 
resolved to start a semester-in-practice 
program, instead of a full third-year, 
that would focus on providing students 
the opportunity to gain “real life” legal 
experience working in supervised work 
settings.  Lee B. Dillion, a long-time 
Boise attorney, was chosen to direct the 
program in 2001, and he continues to do 
so today.

Meanwhile, in Moscow, the College 
developed teaching and research 
emphases in natural resources and 
environmental law, including an 
interdisciplinary law-and-science joint 
degree program in water resources 
(“Waters of the West”); an emphasis 
in Native American law, developed by 
Professor Angelique EagleWoman; and 
a pro bono service program for students 
in which every individual would perform 
a substantial work of law-related public 
service under professional supervision.  
The College also invested more than 
$2 million in facility and technological 
upgrades to the courtroom, classrooms, 
student carrels, and other portions of the 
Menard Building.   

In 2007, faced with accelerating 
change in Idaho’s population distribution, 
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commercial development, demographics, 
and legal needs, the College renewed 
its strategic planning process.  In 
collaboration with the Idaho State 
Bar, the College convened a three-day 
Conclave on Legal Education.  

The full planning process included 
the faculty, staff, students, leaders of the 
state bar, leaders in the state and federal 
judiciaries, the College of Law Advisory 
Council, senior University leadership, 
and consultants.  The process ultimately 
yielded a decision to seek authorization 
for gradually implementing a branch 
J.D. program in the state capital while 
retaining and strengthening the program 
in Moscow.  In 2008, the College of 
Law submitted such a proposal to the 
State Board.  The Board authorized 
the University of Idaho to expand its 
offerings in Boise to a full third-year 
curriculum, with additional instructions 
to revisit the issue of funding and support 
for a full three year branch curriculum in 
Boise. The State Board also authorized 
the College and University to collaborate 
with the Idaho Supreme Court in 
developing a proposed “Idaho Law 
Learning Center” in Boise, which would 
house the law program, a relocated 
State Law Library, and facilities for 
judicial education and public law-related 
educational outreach.
Next: A Second Century

The trail leading from the sagebrush 
era to the modern statewide law school has 
traversed many challenges and struggles.  
From a small four-person faculty who 
could teach upper-level coursework only 
in alternate years, the College of Law 
has grown to include more than 25 full-
time faculty members whose diverse 
backgrounds and academic excellence 
prepare today’s law students to meet both 
the global challenges of the 21st century 
and the regional practicalities of the Idaho 
lawyer.  The hard work and creativity 
demonstrated by the past and present 
faculty and administrators, augmented by 
the support of more than 4,500 graduates 
(including approximately 3,500 living 
alumni), have enabled Idaho’s law 
school to be innovative, to outperform 
its resources, and to surmount the worst 
of times.  The College will need to draw 
upon those same wellsprings of strength 
as it now embarks upon the challenges 
that await in Idaho’s next century of legal 
education. 
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Law students in 1972 when the College of Law was still in the Administration Building 
show changing styles of dress and formality.

Student housing after World War II included these trailers, which were still in use for 
many years after the veterans came home, attended the university and moved on.
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THEORY, PRACTICE, SPECIALIZATION, AND INTERDISCIPLINARY PERSPECTIVES: 
PULLING IT ALL TOGETHER AT THE COLLEGE OF LAW

Michael J. Greenlee  
University of Idaho, 
College of Law

The creation of the “law department” 
– later to be named the College of Law–  
at the University of Idaho was largely the 
work of three men:  Idaho legislator and 
lawyer Otis E. McCutcheon, University 
president James A. MacLean, and future 
professor of law John F. MacLane. 
McCutcheon, MacLean, and MacLane 
were charged with preparing a course of 
study, selecting books for the law library, 
and perfecting the details of organization. 
As a fledgling department at a small 
university in a relatively isolated western 
state, the institution that emerged from 
the work of these men was an innovative 
union of modern legal education and the 
practical limitations of location. This 
was readily apparent in the adoption of 
the Langdell case method of teaching 
law as an empirical science, though in a 
somewhat revised fashion that resulted 
in “a fusion of the Harvard style with the 
western experience.”1  Perhaps part of 
the explanation for this fusion of styles 
is due to the character of the College of 
Law’s first dean, John MacLane, who 
was himself a combination of eastern 
schooling and western practicalities.

The Langdell method, named after 
Harvard Law School dean Christopher 
Columbus Langdell, was based in the 
late nineteenth century “conflict between 
academic pretensions and the 
reality of the marketplace.”2

Langdell believed that 
American law should be 
defined as a unitary system—
one taught with a national 
curriculum, the general 
principles of which “cut across 
state lines and perhaps across 
national boundaries…a denial 
of those differences in local 
law that had been evident…
since the colonial period.”3

The case method approach was based on 
the theory that law, as a science, consisted 
of a few general principles or doctrines 
that were best discovered through the 
study and analysis of appellate court 
decisions. Case study was combined with 
the classroom technique of question-
and-answer which became known as the 
Socratic method. Law professors guided 
class discussions using the Socratic 

method to elicit student participation in 
uncovering the rules or principles from 
case law, evaluating those principles, 
and applying them to similar, but slightly 

different, cases. Such a 
method was in contrast to 
the more traditional method 
of lecture and memorization. 
Langdell believed that his 
method of teaching resulted in 
a better understanding of the 
Law. Justice Oliver Wendell 
Holmes expressed a similar 
belief in 1886, asking, “[I]s 
not a principle more exactly 
and intimately grasped…
when you have studied its 

embryology and the lines of its growth 
than when you merely see it lying dead 
before you on the printed page?”4

Langdell’s method principally was 
propagated by his students who were often 
hired by new law schools as professors 
and deans.  These men received their 
legal education through the Langdell 
method and influenced the development 
of law school curriculum throughout the 

country.5 But even as Langdell proposed 
these ideas and implemented them into 
Harvard’s curriculum, it was becoming 
apparent that “the homogenized and 
stylized Harvard curriculum” did not 
make sense for every law school—
especially those “less prestigious local 
law schools” that turned out students 
who intended to practice locally after 
graduating.6 Langdell also changed legal 
education in very practical ways as well.  
He instituted the three–year course of 
study, as opposed to the more traditional 
two years, and started final exams after 
each year of coursework to assess 
progress and determine whether students 
could proceed to the next year of study.7

  The College of Law was one of the 
“less prestigious local law schools” where 
the “homogenized” Harvard curriculum 
would not make sense. Although John 
MacLane was not one of Langdell’s 
students, his legal education provided him 
with first-hand experience of the benefits 
of a Harvard-style curriculum. A graduate 
of the University of Minnesota School of 
Law, MacLane was a student of Dean 

Using the Socratic method, University of Idaho College of Law Dean Albert Menard 
guides a class discussion about the practical applications of legal principals.

Michael J. Greenlee
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William S. Pattee. A self-taught lawyer 
himself, Pattee was an early innovator 
and promoter of the case method of 
instruction, going so far as to write and 
edit a large number of casebooks under 
the title, Pattee’s Series of Illustrative 
Cases.8 Other aspects of Minnesota’s law 
program that influenced MacLane’s legal 
training included completing a three-year 
program of study and the requirement 
that all students brief their cases.9

The influence of MacLane’s legal 
training is clearly evident in the creation 
of the law program at the University of 
Idaho. The first biennial report issued 
by the College of Law in 1909-10 states 
that, “the course of study, in accordance 
with the requirements of the better law 
schools in the country, covers three 
academic years…[italics added]” This 
course of study was designed to present 
a “logical and historical development” 
of the subject matter, while at the same 
time developing the “application of the 
course to the …local law of Idaho in 
particular…” The College Announcement 
for 1910-11 notes that “the method of 
instruction is eclectic, embracing text, 
case, and lecture, with frequent tests and 
recitations.”  The faculty stressed that 
the “basis of class room instruction is the 
case; the text is assigned for collateral 
reading…”  In addition to the case 
method, the College sought to provide 
students with practical experience in the 
law.  The College of Law bulletin notes 
that, “it is our effort to supply educated 
lawyers, having sufficient practical 
knowledge to apply their education in the 
advice and assistance of such clients as 
young men may expect to receive in the 
opening years of their practice.”10

Although the College of Law 
modeled its method of legal instruction 
on the Langdell method, the small size 
of its faculty limited its ability to offer 
a broad curriculum. Between 1910 and 
1914, “a pattern lasting a number of 
years” was firmly established in the 
College of Law.11  To make course loads 
manageable for the limited faculty, first-
year curricula were offered every year, 
but second- and third-year studies were 
offered in alternate years.12  The first-
year coursework was comparable to that 
offered at other law schools and, once 
again, reflected the Langdell method: 
Contracts, Torts, Property, Criminal 
Law, the Constitutional History of 
England, Personal Relations, Elementary 
Law, and Theories of Government.  
Second and third-year courses were also 
standard offerings, but with specialized 
courses in Mining Law and Irrigation 

Law, reflecting the local needs of Idaho 
attorneys.  However, the lack of a sizable 
faculty meant the College of Law relied 
upon the assistance of attorneys and 
judges, many of whom were prominent 
and well-respected lawyers in Idaho, to 
provide instruction. Included among these 
early instructors were Idaho Supreme 
Court Justice James F. Ailshie, U.S. 
District Court Judge Frank S. Dietrich, 
and local Moscow attorneys Burton L. 
French and Frank Moore. The use of 
local attorneys and judges as adjunct 
faculty members would be a recurring 
and long-lasting practice, significantly 
shaping the development 
of the College of Law.

Langdell’s influence 
as dean of Harvard Law 
School also set the stage 
for the standardization 
of training members of 
the legal profession. The 
American Bar Association 
followed this practice and 
began accrediting law 
schools in 1921 by setting 
minimum standards for 
law school admissions, 
courses of study, faculties, 
and libraries. After World 
War I, the curriculum 
at the College of Law 
underwent significant 
revisions and by 
increasing its admissions 
standards to require two years of pre-
legal college study, the College obtained 
early accreditation from the ABA in 
1925.  In 1935, the curriculum was 
once again revised and new courses 
were added to the first-year curriculum 
covering the functioning of the state and 
federal judiciary and the use of legal 
research materials.  Second and third-year 
courses were expanded to cover business 
associations, security, and creditors’ 
rights.  Likewise, courses in trial and 
appellate practice, administrative law, 
and municipal corporations were added. 
The College also increased the number 
of credits required for graduation.13

Across the country, legal education 
was grappling with the question of 
how to train future lawyers in the 
representation of clients and the practical 
application of law in addition to the 
theoretical constructs of the law.  As 
early as 1893, classroom education at the 
University of Pennsylvania law school 
had been augmented by professional 
components when a law club created a 
legal aid “dispensary.”  In 1904, another 
“dispensary” arose at the University of 

Denver; in 1913, Harvard established its 
Legal Aid Bureau; in 1923, the University 
of Southern California began granting 
academic credit for student work at the 
Los Angeles Legal Aid Foundation, 
which USC helped to create; and in 1931, 
Duke University established an in-house 
legal aid clinic.14  But these pioneering 
efforts on the professional side of legal 
education did not reach into the core of 
the curriculum.  In a study supported 
by the Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching, A.Z. Reed 
called in 1921 for more professionally 
relevant training in law schools,15 and 

in 1933, Judge Jerome 
Frank asked, “Why 
Not a Clinical Lawyer 
School?”16

Producing a “clinical 
lawyer school” was 
likely not part of 
Langdell’s original 
vision of legal education. 
Langdell believed that 
what qualified a person 
to teach law “was not 
experience in…trial or 
argument of cases [or] in 
using law, but experience 
in learning law.”17 On this 
point, the College of Law 
departed significantly 
from Langdell’s method 
of instruction. Although 
clinical education was 

not offered as part of its early curriculum, 
producing graduates who were well 
prepared to step into a courtroom was 
an early emphasis at the College of Law. 
Beginning in 1911, third-year students 
were required to take a year of Practice 
for 4 ½ credits, during which time they 
learned pre-trial, trial, and appellate 
aspects of legal practice, including legal 
drafting, by prosecuting or defending 
one mock case each term. In 1916, 
participation in the Practice Court was 
modified to require first- and second- 
year students to act as jurors, witnesses, 
and other trial participants. As a result, 
all graduates from the College of Law 
gained the experience of acting as a trial 
participant and as an attorney, working 
under the supervision of a faculty 
member and with the assistance of local 
attorneys and judges.

Beginning in 1932, a course in Office 
Practice was added to the curriculum. 
Taught by local Moscow prosecuting 
attorney Abe McGregor Goff (class 
of 1924), this course offered practical 
instruction in the operation of a law office 
and the drafting of legal documents. A 

Langdell believed 
that what qualified 
a person to teach 

law “was not 
experience in…

trial or argument of 
cases [or] in using 
law, but experience 

in learning law.”
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three-credit course in Trial and Appellate 
Practice was also added to the curriculum 
in 1935 to supplement the Practice 
Court. Dean William Masterson hoped 
that these lectures in practice could be 
supplemented by “something of a legal 
clinic,”18 but such an endeavor was still 
several decades away from fruition. Due 
to a loss of faculty, the Practice Court 
eventually fell under the supervision 
of the law student Bench and Bar club 
and was no longer offered as a course 
for credit. Although the Bench and Bar 
club had helped to organize student 
participation in the Practice Court since 
1915, assuming full responsibility for the 
Court limited its offering to one semester 
instead of the full third year.  Such was 
the situation until 1948, when a one credit 
course in Practice Court was reintroduced 
to the curriculum, once again under the 
control of the faculty. By 1955, Practice 
Court was offered as a two credit course 
under the supervision of Professor Phil 
Peterson. According to Dean Stimson, 
Professor Peterson brought the conduct 
of the Practice Court “to a high state of 
perfection.”19

In the latter half of the twentieth 
century, concerns grew within the 
academy and the profession regarding 
the perceived dominance of the graduate 
school identity and correlative neglect 
of the professional role of law schools.  
From 1959 to 1965, the Ford Foundation 
established the National Council on Legal 
Clinics and funded 19 law school clinical 
programs.  This initiative led in 1968 to 
creation of the Clinical Legal Education 
for Professional Responsibility project, 
dedicated to promoting and helping 
to fund a major expansion of clinical 
programs.20

In Idaho, the awakening to such 
opportunities coincided with recognition 
that the face of law practice was 
changing. The 1960s saw an explosion 
of legal reform concerning issues such 
as administrative law, environmental 
issues, civil rights, welfare, privacy, 
the rights of criminal defendants, and 
tort law.  New areas of legal study were 
rapidly emerging, while none of the older, 
traditional ones seemed to disappear.21

The “bare bones” curriculum offered by 
the College of Law, which had served 
well in the past, could no longer prepare 
students for the new demands of the legal 
profession.

Dean Masterson’s hope of 
establishing a legal aid clinic finally 
came to pass in 1969, under Dean Albert 
Menard and the guidance of Professor 
Robert Jones.   Because of the lack of 

space in the Administration building 
then occupied by the College, the clinic 
originally operated outside the campus, as 
third-year students worked with practicing 
attorneys in the offices of the Clearwater 
Legal Services Program, serving indigent 
clients in civil matters and assisting court 
appointed attorneys in felony cases. This 
program developed rapidly, so that by 
1972 the clinical program was working 
in cooperation with the Whitman 
County Bar Association with an office in 
Pullman, Washington, and in a Moscow 
sub-office. With funding from the Law 
Enforcement Assistance Administration 
(LEAA) and under the supervision of 
part-time lecturer Theodore Hall, the 
College of Law initiated a criminal 
counseling program with the Idaho State 
Prison in Boise, the State Youth Training 
Center in St. Anthony, and with female 
prisoners from Idaho who were held at 
the Oregon State Prison in Salem. Bob 
Jones, and later Craig Lewis, acted as 
faculty supervisors for the early clinic 
program, but in addition to their regular 
teaching load. 

When new facilities were built for 
the College of Law in 1972-73, Dean 
Menard found a home for the legal aid 
clinic by providing it with several offices 
on the ground floor.  The clinic received 
a boost in 1978, when Neil Franklin was 
hired as the first full-time Director of 
Clinical Programs.  By 1981, the clinic 
had expanded beyond the general clinic 
program and included opportunities for 
law students to gain experience in tribal 
law and environmental law.  In addition 
to his work with the clinic, Professor 
Franklin also introduced professional 

skills courses to the law school curriculum 
and developed a specialized litigation 
law program.

 The expansion of clinical 
opportunities continued into the 1990s 
and beyond, allowing today’s law 
students to develop practice skills 
in several areas, including domestic 
violence/sexual assault, victims’ rights, 
mediation, immigration, small business 
transactions, federal tax law, tribal law, 
and federal appellate practice before the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. The Clinic 
also provides students the opportunity to 
work with pro se clients, act as guardian 
ad litem volunteers, and study bankruptcy 
practice.  As the clinical programs have 
grown, so has the number of full-time 
faculty and clinical instructors, which 
today include: Maureen Laflin (director), 
Monica Schurtman, Patrick Costello, 
Carole Wells, and Frances Thompson.

 In 2008, the College of Law clinical 
programs earned recognition by two 
national legal publications, National
Jurist and preLaw magazine, as one of 
the top 50 law schools providing clinical 
education (#38) and public interest law 
(#31) opportunities, out of approximately 
200 law schools accredited in the United 
States.

Another significant change in the law 
school curriculum involved the creation 
of the Trial Advocacy program. With the 
legal aid clinic providing students the 
opportunity to gain real-world experience 
in legal practice, the need for the Practice 
Court was becoming unnecessary. Trial 
Advocacy was established in 1979 as 
a replacement for the Practice Court, 
providing trial experience for clinic 
students as part of a week-long program 
held prior to the beginning of the fall 
semester. Neil Franklin, Noel Larrivee, 
and Alan Kirtley organized the first Trial 
Advocacy program. Thirty years later, 
Trial Advocacy continues to be one of the 
most successful programs administered 
at the College of Law.

Meanwhile, new programs have 
emerged to address the increasingly 
specialized content of the law, as well as 
to project the professional values Idaho 
law students are expected to take into 
their careers.    For example: 
Northwest Institute for Dispute 
Resolution

Begun in 1997 by Professor Maureen 
Laflin, the Institute seeks to meet the 
growing demand for high quality dispute 
resolution training for law students 
and practicing attorneys. Each year the 
Institute offers courses in both civil 

Dean William Masterson, circa 1935
Photo courtesy of University of Idaho



28 The Advocate • Nov / Dec 2009

and family mediation that meet the 
requirements for basic mediation training 
set by the Idaho Supreme Court and 
the Idaho Mediation Association. The 
Institute has become one of the College’s 
most valuable and well-attended events.
International Law Symposium

First offered in 2003, the goal of 
the annual symposium is to emphasize 
the relevance of International Law to 
the Idaho community and to the careers 
of University of Idaho law students 
by highlighting Idaho-related issues 
impacted by International Law. Past 
topics have included transboundary 
harms, post-conflict justice, progress in 
international organization, and the rights 
of indigenous peoples.
Native American Indian Law 
Conference

This event has become a key 
ingredient of the College’s outreach 
program, serving as a forum for the 
examination and discussion of legal issues 
within Indian Country.  The conference 
was founded by Professor Douglas Nash, 
who in 2003 became the College’s first 
Native American professor and first 
minority faculty member in a regular 
teaching, tenure-track position.  When 
Professor Nash departed the College 
in order to pursue the Indian Estate 
Planning Project underwritten by the 
Indian Land Tenure Foundation, he was 
succeeded by Angelique EagleWoman, 
who has continued the conference while 
also establishing a Native American 
law emphasis in the College of Law 
curriculum.
Waters of the West Initiative

Under the guidance of Law Professor 
Barbara Cosens and Agricultural 
Engineering Professor Jan Boll, the 
University of Idaho has become home 
to an innovative, multidisciplinary 
initiative addressing the need to develop 
sustainable uses of water.  Law students 
can combine their degrees with an M.S. 
or Ph.D. degree in water resources 
law, management, and policy.  The 
WoW initiative is a keystone in the 
development of a Natural Resources 
and Environmental Law emphasis in the 
College of Law curriculum. 

Professionalism and Pro Bono 
Service

The College of Law has joined a 
vanguard of American law schools in 
making professionalism a central part of 
each student’s education, beginning on the 
first day of 1L orientation, when students 
meet in small groups with distinguished 
lawyers and judges to discuss scenarios 
illustrating issues in ethics and civility.  
Later, all students engage in a universal, 
professionally-supervised, law-related 
pro bono public service program.  
Dean Don Burnett was one of the early 
advocates for the program, which was 
adopted by the faculty in 2006.  The 
program, now directed by Boise lawyer 
John “Jack” McMahon, is explained 
more fully in another companion article 
in this edition of The Advocate. 

The College of Law has emphasized 
the fusion between theory and practice 
since its earliest days. Although  legal 
education in Idaho has moved beyond the 
Langdellian model of Socratic dialogue in 
the classroom, this model still holds value 
for legal education, especially in the first 
year.  Even in the first year, however, and 
particularly as students move into their 
second and third years, they will find the 
curriculum enriched by problem-solving, 
collaborative exercises, simulations, and 
hands-on clinical experiences.  With the 
opportunity to engage in specialization 
and interdisciplinary study, today’s 
students emerge from law school more 
“practice ready” than their predecessors 
in previous generations, although the 
legal profession still must provide the 
mentoring and context-specific skills 
training necessary to make them into 
effective practitioners. 
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Sept. 20, 1909: The University of 
Idaho law school opens its doors for 
the fall semester.  The school initially 
is formed as a “department” of the 
university; in 1910, it is designated as 
the College of Law.  There are 18 full-
time, first-year law students, with four 
additional students from the university 
taking one or two courses on an elective 
basis. Tuition and fees amount to $25 per 
year. Completion of four years of high 
school with the proper units is enough 
for admission.
1910: Impressed by the progress made 
during the first few months of the law 
program “department” under Professor 
John F. MacLane, the Board of Regents 
appoints MacLane to be the dean of the 
newly-designated “college.” 
1914: The college qualifies for, and is 
admitted to, the Association of American 
Law Schools and has held its membership 
continuously since.
1915: The college adopts a 
requirement that incoming law students 
must have completed at least one full 
year of undergraduate study.
1925: The college increases its 
admission requirement to two years of 
undergraduate study and is approved as 
an accredited law school by the American 
Bar Association – the 46th such law 
school in the United States. 
1932: As the “Great Depression” 
deepens, full-time enrollment reaches 
forty students, with eighteen additional 
students from other colleges on campus 
receiving instruction in one or more 
courses.
1944: The effect of World War II has 
become apparent; only eight students are 
enrolled and only one student graduates.
1945: Two students graduate, both 
female. The lack of discrimination on 
admission for reasons of sex, creed or 
race – a policy which the College of Law 
has followed since its establishment – 
proves the factor that keeps the college 
open in 1944-45. It is also during this 
time that the first female law professor, 
Alberta M. Phillips, a graduate of the 
college, is appointed.
1952: The college increases its 
admission requirement to three full years 
of undergraduate study.

1958: The college moves from the 
third floor to the first floor and basement 
of the south wing of the Administration 
Building. The new quarters provide 
an office for each faculty member, a 
courtroom (also used as a classroom), 
and two classrooms.
1964: The Idaho Law Review is 
established and has operated continuously 
to the present. It now publishes three 
editions per year, including a symposium 
edition correlated with a live symposium 
in which selected authors present their 
papers. In recent years, the symposium 
has been held in Boise.
1966: With a student body surging to 
132 students as the post-World War II 
baby boom comes of age to study law, 
the college is forced for the first time to 
deny admission to a few fully qualified 
students. The library also runs out of 
space for law books, forcing it to put 
one volume in storage each time a new 
volume is added.  Accreditation-related 
pressures for a new physical facility 
increase.
1967: A committee of the Boise 
Chamber of Commerce, formed to 
consider the future of higher education 
in the Boise area, files a report 
recommending, among other items, that 
the College of Law be moved to Boise. A 
storm of controversy immediately arises 
and does not abate until ground is broken 
in 1972 for a new law building on the 
campus in Moscow.
1969: The Legal Aid Clinic, in which 
third-year law students, under guidance of 
faculty, represent actual clients from the 
surrounding community, is established.
1970: Having increased the general 
admissions requirement to completion 
of a four-year course of undergraduate 
study, the college discontinues granting 
the LL.B. degree and converts to the J.D. 
degrees, consistent with a national trend.  
The change signifies the transition in 
legal education to a fully graduate-level 
program of professional study.

A student moot court team wins 
the northwestern regional round of the 
National Moot Court Competition. They 
travel to New York City for the national 
finals, where they earn “best brief” 
honors.

1971: Pressures for admission in 
the post-Vietnam war era reach a peak, 
with substantially fewer than half of the 
applicants being admitted.
1972: The Idaho Legislature 
appropriates funds for $1.85 million 
in construction costs for a new law 
building, falling $250,000 short of the 
amount needed.  Students vote on their 
own motion to add a construction fee to 
other fees, in order to finance the new 
law building. Contracts are signed and 
construction begins.
1973: The Legislature appropriates 
$300,000 for furnishings, library stacks 
and other equipment for the new law 
building. The furniture is installed during 
the fall, and the move into the new quarters 
is accomplished over the Thanksgiving 
break.  (The basement of the law library, 
however, is not completely finished until 
private donations and student fees make 
it possible more than three decades later, 
in 2006.)
1980: The Board of Commissioners 
of the Idaho State Bar and the President 
of the Idaho Law Foundation begin 
an annual tradition of composing a 
visiting committee and making a formal 
visit to the College of Law to observe 
the program of education and make 
recommendations.
1982: Justice Harry A. Blackmun of 
the U.S. Supreme Court is the featured 
speaker at the college’s graduation 
ceremonies.
1984: An ambitious project is 
implemented to provide a computer for 
each faculty member and to enhance 
substantially the technology available 
to secretarial and library personnel. 
Within four years, most faculty members 
become increasingly sophisticated in the 
use of new technology for legal research 
and writing.
1989: The annual McNichols Moot 
Court Competition is established. The 
in-house competition, primarily for 
second-year law students, is named after 
a legendary Idaho federal district judge, 
the late Raymond C. McNichols, and 
is underwritten by his son, Lewiston 
attorney Michael E. McNichols.

TIMELINE SHOWS EVOLUTION OF THE COLLEGE OVER THE CENTURY

Compiled by University of Idaho 
Staff
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1997: The first Sherman J. Bellwood 
Memorial Lecture is held, featuring 
Professor Charles Wilkinson. The 
lecture series quickly becomes a 
university signature event and presents 
distinguished speakers, including the 
Hon. John G. Roberts, Jr., Chief Justice 
of the United States; U.S. Supreme Court 
Justices Sandra Day O’Connor, Antonin 
Scalia, and Ruth Bader Ginsburg; former 
U.S Attorney General Janet Reno; 
Senators Gary Hart and Alan Simpson; 
and Minnesota Supreme Court Justice 
Alan Page, among others. 

The College of Law establishes 
the Northwest Institute for Dispute 
Resolution, creating an annual series 
of week-long training programs in 
mediation and other dispute resolution 
processes. 
1998: The College of Law Advisory 
Council, a group of distinguished alumni 
and friends, is established to provide 
advice on the educational program, 
advocacy for college initiatives, and 
assistance in identifying and acquiring 
additional resources for the college.
1999: A special panel of consultants is 
engaged to study the strategic future of 
the College of Law in relation to growing 
demand for legal education in Boise. In 
2000, following the panel’s report, the 
law faculty votes to establish an outreach 
office in Boise, where externships and a 
new “semester in practice” program are 
administered.
2000: A College of Law moot court 
team wins the national championship in 
the Duberstein Bankruptcy Moot Court 
Competition in New York City.

2002: The annual Rosholt Roundtable 
for Visiting Professionals is established 
by John and Karen Rosholt in order 
to bring distinguished speakers to the 
College of Law, with emphasis on those 
who have used their law degrees in 
careers other than traditional practice.
2003: The college inaugurates an 
annual International Law Symposium, 
bringing scholars and policy makers 
from around the world to a three-day 
event in Coeur d’Alene, emphasizing a 
connection between international law 
and Idaho issues.

The college establishes an Indian 
law conference, serving as a forum for 
the examination and discussion of legal 
issues within Indian Country.
The college inaugurates an annual “day 
one” program on professionalism for 
entering students..
2004: Admission to the College of 
Law grows increasingly competitive. 
Whereas in the 1999 admission cycle, 
the college received 479 applications, 
in 2004 (only five years later) it receives 
948 applications from which to select an 
entering class of 114 students.

The College of Law continues to 
expand and strengthen its offerings in 
business and entrepreneurship law by 
creating the Small Business Legal Clinic 
at the outreach office in Boise
2005: With the establishment of the 
Victims’ Rights Clinic and the Domestic 
Violence Clinic, the college’s Legal Aid 
Clinic now offers students hands-on 
experience in seven in-house clinics, two 
mini-clinics and numerous externship 
opportunities.

The College of Law co-sponsors with 
the Idaho State Bar a banquet in Boise 
celebrating Idaho’s “first 50” women 
admitted to practice in Idaho.  The event 
reportedly is the largest gathering in State 
Bar history.
2006: In cooperation with six other 
colleges and 13 departments at the 
university, the College of Law creates 
a “Waters of the West” program that 
combines science and law in examination 
of water resource issues.

The College of Law establishes a 
pro bono public service requirement for 
graduation. 
2008: Following a “second century” 
strategic planning effort including a 
three-day “Conclave on Idaho Legal 
Education” co-sponsored by the College 
of Law and the Idaho State Bar, the 
University of Idaho proposes the 
establishment of a branch extension of 
the College of Law in Boise.  

The college’s courtroom and its largest 
classroom (Room 104) are completely 
remodeled and equipped with digital 
presentation and instructional technology. 
The “state of the art” courtroom is 
the equivalent of the most advanced 
academic and federal courtrooms in the 
U.S.  
2009 (to date): The College of Law 
celebrates its centennial with a series of 
statewide events, including the Bellwood 
Lecture featuring the Hon. John G. 
Roberts, Jr., Chief Justice of the United 
States.   

The college inaugurates a new 
annual symposium focusing on natural 
resources and environmental law.  The 
inaugural event examines water issues in 
the Columbia River Basin.

Bench and Bar 
Club poses 
for a shot in 
1940. The three 
female students 
Alberta Phillips 
(seated on 
table), Mary 
Schmitt (next 
to Phillips), 
and Bernice 
Bacharach 
(seated). 
Schmitt, Phillips, 
and Bacharach 
were the 2nd, 
3rd, and 4th 
women to 
graduate from 
the law school. 

Photo courtesy of University of Idaho
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LET OUR MINDS BE BOLD  — STEPPING INTO U OF I’S SECOND CENTURY

Dean Donald L. Burnett, Jr. 
University of Idaho, 
College of Law

One of my illustrious predecessors, 
Idaho law dean Cliff Thompson, was fond 
of quoting the late J. Blaine Anderson, 
Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit, who once told a circuit 
conference that “[i]n Idaho, the air, water, 
and justice are all equally pure.”1  Judge 
Anderson’s tongue-in-cheek observation 
made no claim of perfection for his 
beloved Idaho, but he gently implied that 
we should be proud of our state – a place 
not yet spoiled, a place where we can 
still get things right, a place that can be a 
model for the rest of the country.

I was reminded of Judge Anderson’s 
words when several Idaho faculty col-
leagues and I at-
tended an inter-
national confer-
ence on the future 
of legal education 
last year.  Through 
the efforts of our 
own Associate 
Dean Richard 
Seamon, we had 
secured an invi-
tation to present 
a vision of how a 
public law school 
could reach out to the entire state with a 
curriculum that features interdisciplinary 
teaching and scholarship relating to the 
state’s needs; by developing professional 
skills that assure effective, affordable ac-
cess to justice and legal services; and by 
inculcating in each student a strong sense 
of professional values, identity and pur-
pose. Drawing upon strategic planning 
underway in Idaho since 2007, Dean 
Seamon made a splendid presentation.  
Later, the organizer of the conference — 
who earlier had made his own presenta-
tion on how Johns Hopkins University 
had achieved pre-eminence in medical 
education through relevant teaching and 
scholarship, and through service to sur-
rounding communities – came to me, 
took me by the elbow, and exclaimed 
enthusiastically, “Idaho can be the next 
Johns Hopkins of legal education!”
Foundations of Excellence

Idaho is the right place for bold 
thinking, because a culture of achievement 
already exists.  Idaho law faculty for 
decades have been making important 

contributions to the development of law 
and legal institutions in Idaho.  Examples 
of those contributions are noted in the 
“impact scholarship and outreach” 
feature in this issue of “The Advocate.”

Moreover, Idaho law alumni can be 
found in the United States Senate (Jim 
Risch ’68), where the service of Jim 
McClure ’50 is still remembered with 
admiration; in the Idaho Supreme Court 
(Chief Justice Daniel Eismann ’76, 
Justice Roger Burdick ’74, and Justice 
Joel Horton ’85); in the Idaho Court of 
Appeals (Judge Darrel Perry ’79, soon to 
be succeeded by Judge John Melansen 
’81, and Judge David Gratton ’85); and in 
the Office of the Idaho Attorney General 
(Lawrence Wasden ’85).  Another Idaho 
leader, former Chief Justice Linda Copple 
Trout ’77, occupies a special place in the 
state’s history as the first woman to sit 
on the Idaho Supreme Court and to serve 
as the Chief Justice.  In Idaho’s federal 
judiciary, Magistrate Judge Candy Dale 
’82 is a similar “first” distinction in her 
position.  Her federal colleagues from 
the College of Law include Senior Ninth 
Circuit Judge Tom Nelson ’62, District 
Judge Edward Lodge ’61, Magistrate 
Judge Mikel Williams ’69, and Magistrate 
Judge Larry Boyle ’72.

Idaho alumni too numerous to list 
here have distinguished themselves in 
law practice and professional leadership.  
Perhaps less well known is the degree to 
which Idaho law alumni have become 
leading business executives.  Examples 
include Frank Shrontz ’54, former CEO 
of The Boeing Company; Dennis Wheeler 
‘67, CEO of Coeur: The Precious Metals 
Company; Steve Hanks ‘78, former CEO 
of Washington Group International (now 
URS/Washington Division); and Dennis 
Johnson ‘79, CEO of United Heritage 
Financial Group.  Other alumni have 
had distinguished careers in more than 
one field – e.g., former Idaho Chief 
Justice Charles McDevitt ’56, whose 
notable achievements have encompassed 
the judiciary, private practice, 
corporate business administration, and 
entrepreneurship. 

Faculty and alumni records of 
achievement are salient indicators of 
quality.  Another badge of quality, 
however, is the diversity of backgrounds 
and perspectives in the student body, 
because students learn from each other 
as well as from the faculty and from their 
individual studies.  Ten years ago, when a 
special panel of consultants was engaged 

to study the strategic future of the College 
of Law, the panel found one of the lowest 
percentages of women students among 
all law schools in the United States at 
26.4%; and for racial and ethnic student 
minorities, a mere 4.1%.2  Since then, the 
representation of women in the whole 
student body has risen to approximately 
40% and the representation of minorities 
to approximately 15%.  Diversity among 
the faculty and staff also has shown 
significant improvement, with eight 
women now holding faculty tenure 
track positions and three members of 
racial and ethnic minorities among the 
teaching and law library faculty. The 
professional staff includes four women 
and two minority members, all of whom 
hold J.D. degrees and full-time positions. 
In further advancement of diversity, the 
College of Law has collaborated with the 
Idaho State Bar to establish a Diversity 
Section, which promotes opportunities in 
legal education and the practice of law 
in Idaho.

Excellence, of course, requires 
resources; indeed, it is axiomatic in 
public higher education that taxpayer 
and student resources buy competence, 
while private support furnishes the 
additional margin of excellence.  The 
College of Law receives generous gifts 
from its alumni, who have provided more 
than 40 endowments and more than 30 
scholarships, and who have underwritten 
the creation of signature events.   Included 
among these gifts are the William and 
Caroyln Folz Scholarship Endowment; 
the Burton and Dee Ellis Academic 
Excellence Endowment; and the James 
E. Wilson Memorial Endowment, from 
the estate of L. Weldon Schimke. Each of 
these donors has provided a cumulative 
gift to the Law School in excess of $1 
million.

In 2003, the College of Law received 
a significant gift from a non-alumnus, the 
philanthropist James E. Rogers. Rogers 
announced he would help the College 
of Law to become America’s best small 
state law school, and created the Roger’s 
Scholarship Challenge and the Roger’s 
Fellowship in American Indian Law. This 
was followed in 2004 by the establishment 
of the James E. Rogers Distinguished 
Professorship in Law. The Scholarship 
Challenge has aided as many as eight 
students each year, with continuing aid 
in subsequent years, at levels nearly 
equal to fees charged to Idaho residents.  
In addition, Rogers has underwritten a 

Dean Donald L. 
Burnett, Jr.
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faculty fellowship in American Indian 
Law and a distinguished professorship 
in law.  All told, Rogers’ contributions 
and commitments have risen to nearly 
$1million to date.

Many initiatives, of course, are not 
supported by large individual donations, 
but rather by the cumulative gifts made 
by many donors whose generosity has 
created a “Dean’s Fund for Excellence” 
that has made possible a number of 
programs gaining distinction in the law 
school community.  
Building on the Foundation

These achievements and program 
advances reflect the ideas and energy 
that have fueled the College of Law 
to date.  The long-term viability of the 
College, however, also depends upon an 
understanding of the future relationship 
between the College and the state it 
serves.  The University of Idaho is 
charged with a statewide mission in 
legal education. Since the Menard Law 
Building was constructed in 1972-73, 
Idaho’s population has doubled, and the 
state’s economy and government have 
more than doubled.  Yet the law program 
has changed little.  Meanwhile, the 
Treasure Valley has become America’s 
largest metropolitan center that comprises 
a state capital but lacks a legal education 
program within its borders or nearby.  
Rising demand for legal education in 
Boise, and growing law-related career 
opportunities across southern Idaho, now 
make a law degree program in Boise 
inevitable – and perhaps imminent.  
To secure the future of the program 
in Moscow, and to fulfill its assigned 
mission, the University of Idaho must 
provide legal education statewide.

Idaho needs legal expertise to support 
economic development, administration 
of criminal and civil justice, and 
services needed by Idaho families. 
Legal education also is responding to 
globalization, specialization, demand for 
practice-ready graduates, and increased 
use of law degrees in business and a 
wide variety of other occupations.  These 
needs must be addressed by public legal 
education.  Affordable public legal 
education enables graduates to take jobs 
in Idaho communities or in the public 
and nonprofit sectors.  It also keeps legal 
services and justice accessible for people 
of ordinary means.

The College of Law has conducted 
an open and thorough strategic planning 
process, engaging the law school 
community (faculty, staff, students), 
expert consultants, University leaders, 

distinguished alumni on the Law 
Advisory Council, the Idaho State Bar 
(co-sponsor of a conclave on Idaho legal 
education), district bar associations, 
and Idaho’s judiciary.  The process has 
revealed that maintaining the status quo 
is not an option for the future; it would 
inadequately serve the state’s needs and 
the University’s mission.  Surveys show 
that the College of Law would be more 
attractive to students if it were located 
in Boise as well as Moscow. Faculty 
scholarship, service to the state (including 
state government), and community 
outreach also would be enhanced.

The College’s planning consultant, a 
former three-time law dean and chair of 
the American Bar Association committee 
on accreditation standards, has strongly 
recommended a single statewide 
law school with efficient, unified 
administration and curricular design, 
providing two places of opportunity: 
Moscow and Boise.  The Law Advisory 
Council unanimously has made the same 
recommendation.  The concept of a branch 
extension has been adopted by the law 
faculty and endorsed by the University 
leadership as well as by the University of 
Idaho Foundation.  The branch extension 

concept strengthens legal education in 
Idaho by maintaining the connection 
with land-grant research and teaching 
at Moscow while also connecting more 
fully to the state capital – a center of law, 
commerce and population.  The Idaho 
Supreme Court has embraced the concept 
and is collaborating with the College of 
Law in planning an Idaho Law Learning 
Center in Boise. 

On April 17, 2008, the State Board 
voted “to approve the request by the 
University of Idaho for authority to 
proceed with implementation planning 
for the two-location concept, including 
operating budget, capital budget, facility 
needs analysis, curriculum and an 
implementation timeline.” The College 
of Law prepared an implementation 
plan providing for enhancement of the 
Moscow program and development 
of a Boise branch program.  The plan 
contained an eight-year timeline reflecting 
a law faculty commitment to academic 
quality, the depth of the qualified student 
applicant pool, accreditation standards (to 
be met and exceeded), the costs of each 
step, and the resources available from the 
Legislature and Governor, student fees, 
private support, grants and contracts.

Attending the College of Law has been a family endeavor for many. This photo shows 
Professor Thomas Walenta with a student and family.

Photo courtesy of University of Idaho
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The State Board reviewed the plan 
during its meeting on August 21, 2008.  
The State Board: (i) authorized the 
University of Idaho to go forward with 
a full third-year law program in Boise 
and to seek a legislative appropriation 
for that purpose; (ii) instructed the 
University to re-visit funding and 
support for the full three-year branch 
curriculum and to return to the Board 
for further discussion; (iii) re-affirmed 
the University’s statewide mission in 
legal education; and (iv) directed the 
University to continue collaborating with 
the Idaho Supreme Court on the Idaho 
Law Learning Center.        

Enhancement of the Moscow 
program and ultimate development 
of a full branch extension program at 
Boise, as shown in the summary below, 
would enable the University of Idaho to 
deliver an integrated program with basic 
J.D. instruction at both locations plus 
distinctive, complementary specialties 
at each location.  The College of Law 
would be stronger in two locations 
than it could be at either location 
alone.  Moreover, collaboration with 
the Idaho Supreme Court on the Idaho 
Law Learning Center – a multi-purpose 
facility -- offers a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity for synergy and efficiency.  
This will be the Supreme Court’s first 
major capital request in approximately 
40 years.  Renovation and expansion 
of the “Capitol Annex” building (the 
old Ada County Courthouse) is one of 
the Law Learning Center possibilities.  
The College of Law also will continue 
upgrading the Menard Law Building in 
Moscow, in order to meet the challenges 
of modern legal education.

The Idaho State Board of Education 
approved and submitted to the Governor 
a funding request for support of the 
third-year law program in Boise, starting 
in Fiscal Year 2010.  In January, 2009, 
the Governor, citing the economy and 
diminished tax revenues, declined to ask 
the Legislature for new higher education 
funding initiatives.  (The Legislature 
did not fund any such new initiatives, 
although it did continue funding for a 
previously approved dairy/environmental 
center and for a center for advanced 
energy studies).

The President of the University of 
Idaho (Dr. Duane Nellis) and the Chief 
Justice of Idaho (Hon. Daniel Eismann) 
have submitted letters to the Idaho 
Department of Administration, declaring 
their commitments to the “Idaho Law 
Learning Center” and supporting long-
term use of the “Capitol Annex” building 

in Boise for this purpose.  The building, 
which has been temporarily utilized by 
the Legislature while the main capitol 
building is remodeled, is expected to be 
vacated by the end of 2009.  Estimates 
are now being prepared of the cost for 
infrastructure improvements before the 
building can be used for the College of 
Law third-year program, for the Idaho 
State Law Library (to be operated by 
the College of Law under an agreement 
with the Supreme Court), and for 
judicial education and public education 
components of the “Law Learning Center” 
concept.  The building subsequently 
would be expanded to accommodate the 
College’s full three-year branch location, 
the correlative expansion of the library, 
judicial education and outreach, and 
other public functions.  

In the fall of 2009, the Department of 
Administration, in collaboration with the 
Idaho Supreme Court and with support 
from the University of Idaho, is expected 
to submit to the Idaho Permanent 
Building Fund, an entity supported by a 
public endowment and annual legislative 
appropriations, a request for funding 
the currently needed infrastructure 
improvements to the Capitol Annex.

The College of Law faculty has 
begun to shape the academic plan for 
maintaining the quality of the Moscow 
program while implementing the third-
year program with step-by-step additions 
of faculty in Boise.  The State Board-
approved program in the state capital will 
focus largely on business and commercial 
law and will complement the Moscow 
program.  It may begin as early as the 
fall of 2010 with approximately 25-30 
third-year students, if at least two faculty 
positions, a staff support position, and 
library needs can be provided initially 
with student fees and private support. 
Proposed Full Branch Concept:
Second Century of Legal 
Education in Idaho
“One Statewide Law School, Two 
Places of Opportunity”
Moscow
Small (“quality over quantity”) 
• Residential law program; intimate 
teaching/learning              environment
• Interdisciplinary connections with 
University of Idaho land grant research 
and teaching at the intersections of 
law, public policy, business (e.g., Juris 
Doctor and Master of Accountancy), and 
science (e.g., combining Juris Doctor 
with “Waters of the West” doctoral and 
masters joint degrees, or masters of 
environmental science degree)

• Emphases in natural resources and 
environmental law, American Indian 
law, and              public lands
• Cooperation with Washington State 
University, including concurrent degree 
programs (e.g., Juris Doctor and Master 
of Business Administration)
• College of Law principal 
administrative offices to remain located 
on main University campus in Moscow, 
providing connections and service to the 
academic community

Boise
• Small (reinforcing “quality over 
quantity”) metropolitan program with 
variable-time              curriculum
• Emphases in intellectual property, 
technology transfer, entrepreneurism, 
business and commercial law, regulatory 
law, and international business 
transactions and trade
• State law-related research and service 
to judiciary, legislature, and city/state/
federal              agencies 
• Enhanced access to readily available, 
high-quality affiliate faculty
• Cooperation with Boise State 
University, including concurrent degree 
programs (e.g., Juris Doctor and Master 
of Accountancy with emphasis in 
Taxation) and potentially with Idaho 
State University

Dynamic Connections at Both 
Locations
• Delivery of core Juris Doctor degree 
education, including clinical programs, 
advocacy,              and dispute resolution, with 
curricular progressions and capstone 
experiences
• Emphasis on development of 
professional identity, skills, values, 
and a sense of public              calling, 
concurrent with generating intellectual 
growth and a fund of knowledge, as              
recommended by the 2007 Carnegie 
Report on Legal Education and the 
“Best             Practices” Report of the Clinical 
Legal Education Association
• Differentiated and complementary 
upper-division offerings under 
integrated curricular             plan
• Linkages of people and places 
through distance education and related 
technologies
• Outreach to the legal profession and 
judiciary and to communities in Idaho 
and beyond
• Unique and innovative approach to 
legal education – transcending distance

The overriding imperative is to 
sustain the College’s commitment to 
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excellence by establishing a structure of 
public legal education that serves Idaho 
fully while protecting the state’s 100-
year investment in the program’s historic 
anchor in Moscow.  The proposal can be 
achieved in a series of steps, beginning 
with elements of the State Board-
approved third-year program, as private 
and public resources are marshaled to the 
task.  Progress can, and should be, scaled 
to the demand for legal education, as 
revealed by the quality and depth of the 
applicant pool.  Ultimately, the proposal 
will establish about the same relationship 
between Idaho’s public investment in 
legal education and the size of the state 
as the relationship that existed when 
the Menard Building was completed in 
1973.

In short, the plan is both ambitious 
and practical – worthy of a Johns 
Hopkins analogy, yet not beyond Idaho’s 
reach.  It secures the University of 
Idaho’s leadership in legal education as 
the College of Law steps into the second 
century.  In the words of U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Louis D. Brandeis, a 
proponent of innovation at the state 
level, “[i]f we would guide by the light of 
reason, we must let our minds be bold.” 3

877 Main Street • Suite 1000
Boise, ID 83702

Phone: 208.388.4836
Fax: 208.342.3829
mclark@hawleytroxell.com www.hawleytroxell.com

Mr. Clark serves as a private hearing officer, federal court discovery master, neutral 
arbitrator and mediator. He has successfully conducted more than 500 mediations. 
He received the designation of Certified Professional Mediator from the Idaho 
Mediation Association in 1995. Mr. Clark is a fellow of the American College of 
Civil Trial Mediators. He is a member of the National Rosters of Commercial 
Arbitrators and Mediators and the Employment Arbitrators and Mediators of the 
American Arbitration Association and the National Panel of Arbitrators and 
Mediators for the National Arbitration Forum. Mr. Clark is also on the roster of 
mediators for the United Sates District Court of Idaho and all the Idaho State Courts.

Mr. Clark served as an Adjunct Instructor of Negotiation and Settlement 
Advocacy at The Straus Institute For Dispute Resolution, Pepperdine University 
School of Law in 2000. He has served as an Adjunct Instructor at the University of 
Idaho College of Law on Trial Advocacy Skills, Negotiation Skills, and Mediation 
Advocacy Skills. He has lectured on evidence law at the Magistrate Judges Institute, 
and the District Judges Institute annually since 1992.

•Arbitration 
•Mediation
•Discovery Master 
•Hearing Officer
•Facilitation
•Education Seminars
•Small Lawsuit Resolution Act

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
Merlyn W. Clark

Dean Albert Menard looks over the construction site of the new law school in1972.
Photo courtesy of University of Idaho

About the Author 
Dean Donald L. Burnett, Jr., a native 

of Pocatello, has served as the University 
of Idaho’s law dean and as Foundation 
Professor of Law since 2002.  He is a 
former President of the Idaho State Bar, 
Judge of the Idaho Court of Appeals, and 
Dean of the Louis D. Brandeis School 
of Law at the University of Louisville.  
He received his legal education at 
the University of Chicago (J.D.) and 
University of Virginia (LL.M.)
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1  Cliff F. Thompson, Legal Education in Idaho: 
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2 Frank T. Read, et al., Strategic Directions in Legal 
Education for Idaho: The Report of a Special Panel 
Appointed by the President of the University of 
Idaho (January 8, 2000), THE ADVOCATE, June 2000, 
at 21.
3 New State Ice Co. v. Liebman, 285 U.S. 262, 310-
11 (1932) (Brandeis, J., dissenting).
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THE PRO BONO PROGRAM EVOLVES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO

John J. “Jack” McMahon 
University of Idaho

On March 1, 2006, the College of 
Law took an important step in making 
professional values an essential element 
of an Idaho legal education.  On that day 
the faculty approved a proposal to estab-
lish a pro bono publico service program 
embracing all law 
students.  The 
program, which 
has applied to stu-
dents entering in 
2006 and thereaf-
ter, requires each 
student to per-
form at least 40 
hours of pro bono 
service before 
graduation. 

The goal of 
the program is 
to provide every student at least once 
during his or her law school career the 
opportunity to engage in a well-super-
vised, law-related pro bono activity.  The 

John J. “Jack” 
McMahon

Mary S. Hobson
Legal Director, Idaho Volunteer 
Lawyers Program

Lawyers have been rendering legal 
services to those in need who are un-
able to pay as long as there have been 
lawyers. In the Code of Civil Procedure 
passed in the 
Eleventh Ses-
sion of the Idaho 
Territorial leg-
islature in 1881, 
among the enu-
merated duties 
of attorneys was 
“never to reject, 
for any consid-
eration, personal 
to himself, the 
cause of the de-
fenseless or the 
oppressed.” C.C. P. 1881 §120. That 
provision survives today in f.c. §3-201.

For decades following the adoption 
of the Territorial Legislature’s language, 
the basic responsibility for providing 
legal services to the poor was borne by 
individual attorneys. A century later, 
however, the profession gradually 
began to recognize that the goal of 

proving legal service to the poor could 
be advanced by instituting a more 
systematic approach to pro bono while 
preserving each lawyer’s right to meet 
the professional responsibility as he, or 
she, saw fit.

The Idaho Volunteer Lawyers 
Program, (formerly known as the 
Idaho State Bar Pro Bono Program), 
was organized by the Bar in 1982, and 
concentrated its services in Ada and 
Canyon counties. The primary objective 
of the Program then, and today, is to 
match volunteer attorneys with pro bono 
cases and projects. In late 1983, the 
Program expanded statewide to include 
each of Idaho’s seven judicial districts. 
In 1988, the Program was transferred 
from the Idaho State Bar to the Idaho 
Law Foundation, thereby enabling it to 
obtain a non-profit organization status.

The Idaho Volunteer Lawyers 
Program (IVLP) built on and fostered 
the long-standing tradition in the legal 
profession of providing public service 
to the poor. Meanwhile that tradition has 
become an increasingly explicit ethical 
consideration for Idaho lawyers. Since 
November 1990, lawyers being admitted 
to the Idaho Bar must swear (or affirm), 
“I will contribute time and resources 

to public service, and will never reject, 
for any consideration personal to 
myself, the cause of the defenseless or 
oppressed.” Thus the eloquent language 
of the Territorial Legislature still defines 
the most basic responsibilities of Idaho’s 
Lawyers. 

In November 1991, members of the 
Idaho State Bar approved a resolution 
recognizing the overwhelming need 
for legal services among Idaho’s poor, 
and called on each active member of 
the Bar to volunteer at least 25 hours of 
legal service each year to IVLP-referred 
clients. A little more than a decade later, 
Idaho Rule of Professional Conduct 6.1 
was adopted by the Idaho State Bar and 
became effective July 1, 2004. That 
Rule begins with the statement, “every 
lawyer has a professional responsibility 
to provide legal service to those unable 
to pay,” and suggests, “a lawyer should 
aspire to render at least 50 hours of public 
pro bono legal services per year.”

Today pro bono services in Idaho 
are experiencing a renaissance as more 
and more Idaho attorneys from private, 
corporate and government practices 
participate is an ever-broadening array 
of projects geared to serving “the 
defenseless or oppressed.”

TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE SET THE TONE FOR PRO BONO WORK IN IDAHO

Mary S. Hobson

Continued on page 36

program rests on the premise that a law 
school has an obligation to inspire and en-
able its students to live up to the legal pro-
fession’s highest ideal of public service.  
The program complies with, and goes be-
yond, American Bar Association accredi-
tation standard 302(b)(2), which states 
that a law school “shall offer substantial 
opportunities for student participation in 
pro bono activities.” 

“Pro bono” work in the Idaho program 
consists of the services outlined in Rule 
6.1 of the Model Rules of Professional 
Responsibility (“Pro Bono Publico 
Service”), including poverty law, civil 
rights law, public rights law, charitable 
organization representation, and activities 
for improving the law, the legal system, or 
the legal profession. Such work must be 
done without compensation and without 
academic credit. 

 The program “counts” as pro bono 
work such activities as:

Law school clinical program work in • 
excess of that required for academic 
credit,

Externship work performed over and • 
above that required for academic 
credit, 
Pre-approved placements list in a • 
Placement Book,
Student-initiated projects conforming • 
to program guidelines. 

The program has been a top priority 
for Dean Don Burnett, who created a 
similar pro bono program at Brandeis 
School of Law at the University of 
Louisville in 1990.  At the time, it was one 
of only five such programs in the United 
States.  Today, approximately 30 (out of 
200) ABA-accredited law schools require 
participation in law-related pro bono 
programs as a condition of graduation.  Of 
these, approximately 15 are in the “pure” 
pro bono category of work without pay or 
credit.  The College of Law has joined that 
group (and is the first law school in the 
Northwest to do so).

The program will be headed by the 
author on a part-time basis, under general 
guidance of a faculty-based Pro Bono 
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MULTI-FACETED
 EXPERIENCE: 

IMPARTIAL AND INSIGHTFUL 
DISPUTE RESOLUTION

Larry C. Hunter 
Mediation, Arbitration, Evaluations, 

Administrative Hearings 
(208) 345-2000 

lch@moffatt.com

Continued from page 35

Advisory Committee that addresses 
policy issues and adjusts the scope of 
the program as circumstances warrant.  
The author works under supervision 
by the associate dean for students and 
administration.

Notably, student leaders voiced strong 
support for a program throughout the 
proposal stage.  The program was seen 
as a way to improve legal skills in a real-
world setting while giving back to the 
profession.  It also was viewed, correctly, 
as an outlet for networking and exploring 
alternative career paths.  Experience is 
already showing that this program, like 
others elsewhere in the United States, 
can foster good will between the law 
school and its alumni, the bench and Bar, 
and the broader community. 

The Class of 2009 was the first 
class subject to the mandatory Pro 
Bono Program requirement.  All 3L’s 
graduated in full compliance.  One group 
of students has been especially active in 
fulfilling the purposes of the program.  
The Public Interest Law Group (PILG) 
has itself taken on the task of recruiting 
students, providing training, assigning 
officers and assuring continuity in 
programs such as: Court-Appointed 
Special Advocates (CASA); law-in-the-
classroom presentations to students in 
public schools; and a landlord/tenant 

advice program.   Most notably, PILG 
organizes an “alternative spring break” 
program in which students travel to 
distressed areas where legal services 
are desperately needed and/or to public 
agencies dealing with important issues 
such as veterans’ appeals of denials of 
medical benefits and naturalization of 
qualifying immigrants.

Other initiatives of the pro bono 
program include “Turning 18,” a 
publication drafted in early 2007 by 
members of the J. Reuben Clark Law 
Society.  A team of Idaho attorneys 
with expertise in the relevant areas of 
law reviewed the publication.  It was 
then published in early 2008 with help 
donated by former Idaho Chief Justice 
Charles McDevitt.   The initial run was 
25,000 copies, all of which have been 
distributed by the Idaho State Bar to 
Idaho high schools, Idaho attorneys and 
other interested parties.  A second edition 
is in the works.  The success of this 
publication has led the Idaho State Bar’s 
Law-Related Education Committee to 
request that the College of Law undertake 
publication of a similar document entitled 
“Kids and the Law.”  The J. Reuben Clark 
Law Society has again volunteered to do 
the first draft.  The project will take much 
of the coming year.

Other examples of pro-bono 
work: several students are serving on 

the local Youth Court in Moscow and 
helping staff a new program in Kendrick.  
In addition, students and faculty 
have assisted in creating the Idaho 
Immigration Law Pro Bono Network, 
a pro bono panel of attorneys who will 
assist in handling migrants’ deportation 
cases – a legal need identified by the 
federal immigration law court itself.  

Through the pro bono program, 
the College assures that every student 
understands the professional expectation 
expressed in Rule 6.1 and will discover 
the fulfillment of helping others in need.  
The program complements the College’s 
clinical program, enhancing the students’ 
skills and amplifying their knowledge of 
applied doctrine in legal subjects related 
to their service activities.  The program 
also enriches the College’s culture of 
professionalism, giving its students a 
shared sense of being part of something 
greater than themselves.  Their values are 
Idaho’s signature.
About the Author 

John J. (“Jack”) McMahon directs 
the College’s pro bono program on a 
part-time service contract.  A graduate 
of Harvard Law School, he is a past 
president of the Idaho State Bar and 
former Chief Deputy Attorney General 
of the State of Idaho.
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EVERYTHING CHANGES AND EVERYTHING REMAINS THE SAME:  
A HISTORY OF CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION IN IDAHO

Thomas High 
Benoit, Alexander, Harwood & 
High, LLP

Judge Ron Bush caught me in the 
halls of the Federal Court several months 
ago and asked if I would be interested in 
writing about the history of Continuing 
Legal Education (“CLE”) in Idaho.  In 
addition to serving as a Federal judge, 
Judge Bush happens to also be a former 
President of the 
Idaho Legal His-
tory Society.

“Of course,” 
I responded, 
which is my stan-
dard response to 
any request by 
a judge.  Aside 
from the fact that 
the request came 
from a judge, I 
was motivated 
to write this article because I know that 
most lawyers, when they aren’t attending 
CLE’s, are actively looking for reading 
materials about CLE’s, and I could fulfill 
that need.

My research on this issue took me to 
the Idaho State Bar office, and the bound 
volumes of past annual meetings.  In the 
early history of the Bar, the meetings were 
stenographically recorded and the entire 
meeting was transcribed and published.  
As an aside, these meeting minutes would 
make a fascinating master or doctoral 
thesis for an enterprising history major.  
The introductions of guest speakers alone 
make for fascinating reading.  It was my 
belief that the CLE was a relatively new 
concept, something that arose while I 
was attending law school – though it 
dawned on me that I attended law school 
33 years ago and that my definition of 
“new” has changed considerably.  And 
though I really did believe that the CLE 
concept did not begin until the 1970’s, 
my research proved me wrong (first 
time!).  In July 1955, the Bar formed its 
first official CLE Committee.  Sydney 
Smith of Boise chaired the Committee.  
Its members were Kales Lowe of Burley, 
John Carver, Jr. of Boise and Thomas 
Walenta from the University of Idaho 
College of Law.

After the Committee’s formation, 
and at the same meeting, the Committee 
sought guidance from the Bar on a 
number of issues including: where to 

hold CLE meetings (Pocatello, Boise, 
Lewiston); short or extended programs; 
one speaker who travels or several 
speakers across the state; and what did 
the Bar want in content?  As a member 
of the CLE Committee for a number of 
years and its chair for several, I note that 
the same issues remain the primary topic 
of conversation at each meeting.  The 
Committee did report to the Bar that 
continuing legal education’s success “is 
entirely with the cooperation of the Bar,” 
a fact that continues to be true today.   

The Committee apparently received 
some guidance because the following 
year, at the July 1956 annual convention, 
a day-long program of continuing 
education was presented.  The topic at 
the 1956 annual convention CLE was 
a familiar one: “The Evaluation of a 
Personal Injury Case and Settlement 
Negotiations.”  Everything changes and 
everything stays the same.  For those 
interested, the entire CLE presentation, 
with questions and answers from the 
floor at the convention, are in the minutes 
of the 1956 meeting kept at the Bar’s 
office.

Thomas High

Continuing Legal Education became 
mandatory in 1978 by a vote of the Bar.  
An ethics component was added for those 
whose reporting period commenced in 
1993.  As all Idaho attorneys know, the 
Bar requires that each attorney report 30 
CLE credits every three years, two of 
which must be in ethics.  

The CLE Committee shifted from 
under the auspices of the Bar and became 
a Committee and project of the Law 
Foundation shortly after the Foundation 
was formed in the 1970’s.  The original 
Foundation Committee planned CLE’s 
for all practice areas.  In 1996, with the 
increase in specific practice sections, 
responsibility for the content of CLE 
programs was transferred from the 
Foundation to the individual practice 
sections of the Bar.  The Foundation 
continues, however, to plan general 
topics and those topics not covered by a 
specific section.  In 2008, for example, 
the Foundation sponsored 24 courses 
and the sections offered 32.  Total 
attendance for all CLE’s in 2008 was 
2,199.  Clearly, the diversity of available 
programs, including those offered by 

Technology influenced  Continuing Legal Education
When the Idaho State Bar formed 

the first CLE committee in 1955, 
seminars were generally conducted in 
a traditional lecture format in a one-
day or multi-day program. Over the 
years, the mode of viewing options, the 
number of programs, and the style of 
presentation has changed considerably. 

In 1983, the CLE Committee began 
to record live programs in an effort to 
expand the number of attorneys who 
could benefit from the committee’s 
programming.  These programs were 
then available for rent for lawyers to 
view in a group or individually.  

In the mid-1980s, the CLE 
Committee saw the need to further 
expand the number of programs 
available and began to offer programs 
produced by national organizations 
such as the ABA.  These programs 
were available via telecast at various 
viewing sites set up around the state. 

The 1990s saw the introduction 
of a more interactive – style of CLE 
seminars.  Interactive seminars use 
learning techniques such as discussion 

of case scenarios and other hypothetical 
situations, role playing, and other trial 
practice skills training opportunities.

In 2001, the CLE Committee 
approved the first on-demand on-line 
CLE distribution.  Programs were 
offered for viewing by attorneys state-
wide on their computers.

In May 2007, the first live webcast 
of an Idaho CLE program was launched 
from the Law Center in Boise.  The 
arrival of the live webcast viewing 
option greatly expanded the availability 
of live CLE programming options to 
Idaho attorneys on a state-wide basis.     

Today Idaho attorneys have a variety 
of CLE options available to them.  
Programming is offered live and via live 
webcast.  Attorney can choose to do up 
to one-half of their CLE requirement 
as self-study credit and programs are 
available on DVD, audio CD, and on-
line for that purpose. 

-Terri Muse
Deputy Executive  Director

 Idaho State Bar

Continued to page 38
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private companies and other law-related 
organizations, allow Idaho attorneys to 
find adequate courses to complete the 
mandatory requirements of the Bar.

A significant role in the success 
of CLE programs in Idaho is the 
cooperation of the members of the Bar, 
as noted by the 1956 committee.  Only a 
small percentage of Idaho lawyers have 
significant problems in complying with 
the CLE requirement.  Each year only 
about 10 percent of reporting attorneys 
request extensions. Of those attorneys 
requesting extensions, most satisfy their 
CLE reporting requirements within the 
extension period.  

The biggest problems in meeting the 
CLE reporting requirements arise from 
either a lack of credits or attendance at 
non-approved courses.  Twice in recent 
years, an attorney lost a license by failing 
to meet the mandatory CLE requirement 
of 30 CLE credits during the reporting 
period.  The Bar is still working with 
several lawyers to satisfy their reporting 
obligations for the most recent reporting 
period.  The Bar enforces the mandatory 
CLE requirements by reminding, 
cajoling, nagging, and then threating 
loss of license.  If those efforts fail, 
non-complying attorneys are subject to 
disciplinary measures, including loss of 
license.  Frankly, the Bar does a terrific 
job in keeping almost all attorneys in 
compliance.

In reviewing the annual meeting 
minutes, I was struck at how so little has 
changed in the legal profession.  One 
Bar president’s address to the state Bar 
meting entitled “Problems of the Hour 
and of the Association,” epitomizes this:

There is, beyond doubt, a 
feeling throughout the country, 
which is quite widespread, that the 
bench and bar have not in the past 
in many ways met past conditions 
and are not now doing nearly all in 
their power to meet the demands 
of the present conditions, and 
thereby creating a distrust for our 
courts and the legal profession and 
disrespect for our lawyers.   

In other words, I think we 
all realize that as a class we are 
looked upon as a necessary evil 
and in the private thoughts of 
many we are considered subject to 
watching and many would gladly 
grab us by the roots, toss us about 
roughly, and totally demonize 
and disorganize our Association.  

This is all very evident though 
lamentable.  In fact, the lawyers 
have been blamed and criticized 
for so long and so often they 
would feel neglected if the unkind 
remarks ceased.
This quote was not from our current 

Bar president, nor of any president in 
the past 10 years.  The quote is from 
president Willis E. Sullivan’s address to 
the Annual State Bar Meeting on January 
13, 1921.  His statement applies today 
just as much as it did almost 90 years 
ago!  The Bar, its CLE Committee, 
and the Bar sections strive each day to 
provide timely pertinent programs so 
that we in the profession can “meet the 
demands of the present conditions.”  
Such was the goal of the Bar when 
the first official CLE Committee was 

formed in 1955, and again when CLEs 
became mandatory in 1978.  It remains 
the goal today.  Everything changes and 
everything remains the same.   
About the Author
Tom High has practiced in Twin Falls 
since 1979 and has been with the Benoit, 
Alexander,  Harwood and High, LLC, 
since 1981. He is past president of the 
Idaho Association of Defense Counsel 
and is also a member of the International 
Association of Defense Counsel and 
a Fellow in the International Society 
of Barristers, currently serving his 
second, three-year term on its Board of 
Governors. He lectures extensively for 
the Idaho State Bar Association with 
particular emphasis in the areas of trial 
practice and professional ethics and 
civility.

Practicing at moot court was captured in this 1954 photo.

“I think we all realize that as a class we are looked upon 
as a necessary evil and in the private thoughts of many 
we are considered subject to watching and many would 
gladly grab us by the roots, toss us about roughly, and 

totally demonize and disorganize our Association.”
— ISB President President Willis E. Sullivan

Photo courtesy of University of Idaho
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COURT INFORMATION

Idaho Supreme Court
Oral Argument Dates

Wednesday, November 4, 2009 – TWIN FALLS
8:50 a.m. Funes v. Aardema Dairy & State Insurance Fund . . . . . . . #35923
10:00 a.m. Idaho Dairymen’s Assoc. v. Gooding County  . . . . . . . . .  #35980

Thursday, November 5, 2009 – TWIN FALLS   
8:50 a.m. Meyers v. Hansen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  #35534
10:00 a.m. State v. Wegner (Petition for Review) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  #36238
11:10 a.m. Urban Renewal Agency of the City of Rexburg v. Hart . . #35435

Friday, November 6, 2009 – BOISE    
8:50 a.m. State v. Maybee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #35200
10:00 a.m. Carroll v. MBNA Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #34765
11:10 a.m. Citibank v. Carroll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   #35053

Monday, November 9, 2009 – BOISE
8:50 a.m. The Grease Spot Inc. v. Harnes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  #35321 
10:00 a.m. Evco Sound & Electronics v. Seaboard Surety Co. . . . . .  #34898
11:10 a.m. Melton v. State (Petition for Review) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #35855

Thursday, November 12, 2009 – BOISE
8:50 a.m. Stuart v. State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  #34200
10:00 a.m. BHC Intermountain Hospital v. Ada County . . . . . . . . . .  #35904
11:10 a.m. Spokane Structures Inc. v. Equitable Investment . . . . . . . #35349

Wednesday, December 2, 2009 – BOISE    
8:50 a.m. Lopez v. Farm Bureau Insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  #35745
10:00 a.m. Ridgley v. State (Petition for Review) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  #35823
11:10 a.m. Carpenter v. Turrell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #35576

Friday, December 4, 2009 – BOISE    
8:50 a.m. State v. Cobler (Petition for Review) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  #36139
10:00 a.m. State v. Peterson (Petition for Review) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #35786
11:10 a.m. Triad Leasing & Financial v. Rocky Mountain Rogues . . #35659

Monday, December 7, 2009 – BOISE    
8:50 a.m. Weitz v. Green . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  #33696
10:00 a.m.  Parker v. State Tax Commission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  #35848
11:10 a.m. Boy Scouts of America v. John Doe I . . . . . . . . . .  #35639/35681

Wednesday, December 9, 2009 – BOISE    
8:50 a.m. Heiss v. Conti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .#36386
10:00 a.m. McKay v. State (Petition for Review) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #35789
11:10 a.m. State v. James (Petition for Review) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #35856

Friday, December 11, 2009 – BOISE    
8:50 a.m. Schoger v. State (Petition for Review) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #35917
10:00 a.m. Villa Highlands, LLC v. Western Community Insurance . #35472
11:10 a.m. Goodman Oil Company v. Scotty’s Duro-Bilt . . . . . . . . . .#34797

OFFICIAL NOTICE
COURT OF APPEALS OF IDAHO

Chief Judge
Karen L. Lansing  

Judges
Sergio A. Gutierrez
David W. Gratton
John M. Melanson

4th AMENDED - Regular Fall Terms for 2009
Boise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  August 20, 25 and 27
Boise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 10, and 15
Boise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October 15, 20 and 22
Boise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 10, 13, 17 and 19
Boise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . December 8, 10 and 15

By Order of the Court
Stephen W. Kenyon, Clerk

NOTE: The above is the official notice of setting of the year 2009 Fall 
Terms of the Court of Appeals, and should be preserved. A formal notice 
of the setting of oral argument in each case will be sent to counsel prior to 
each term.

Idaho Court of Appeals
Oral Argument Dates

Friday, November 13, 2009 – BOISE    
 9:00 a.m. State v. Allen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  #35557
10:30 a.m. Antonicchio v. Kootenai County  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #35862
1:30 p.m. State v. Howard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #35705

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 – BOISE    
9:00 a.m. State v. Reusser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #34908
10:30 a.m. State v. Hawkins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #35281
1:30 p.m. State v. Jackson  (via telephone conference) . . . . . . . . .  #35600

Thursday, November 19, 2009 – BOISE    
9:00 a.m. State v. Erickson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #35436
10:30 a.m. Newman v. State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #35568
1:30 p.m. State v. Two Jinn, Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #35772

OFFICIAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF IDAHO 

Chief Justice
Daniel T. Eismann

Justices
Roger S. Burdick

Jim Jones
Warren E. Jones
Joel D. Horton

5th AMENDED - Regular Fall Terms for 2009
Boise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 22 at 3:00 p.m. 
Boise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .August 19, 21, 24, 26 and 28
Boise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 17 and 18
Pocatello . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 24
St. Anthony . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 25
Twin Falls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 4 and 5 
Boise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 6
Boise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 9 and 12
Boise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .December 2, 4, 7, 9 and 11

By Order of the Court
Stephen W. Kenyon, Clerk

NOTE: The above is the official notice of setting of the year 2009 Fall Terms 
of the Idaho Supreme Court, and should be preserved. A formal notice of the 
setting of oral argument in each case will be sent to counsel prior to each 
term.

Mediation/Arbitration

Steven J. Millemann
Over 30 years of litigation experience, specializing in disputes 

involving real property, business and construction issues.

706 N. 1st Street           Phone: (208) 634-7641
McCall, Idaho 83638               Fax: (208) 634-4516

Email: sjm@mpmplaw.com
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FEDERAL COURT CORNER

Tom Murawski
United States District and Bankruptcy Courts

Annual District Conference / 
Federal Practice Program

If you were not able to attend the An-
nual District Conference/Federal Prac-
tice Program held in Moscow on Oct. 30, 
please make plans to attend the Program 
being held at the Boise Centre on Fri-
day, Nov. 13.  The theme of this year’s 
Conference is “Nuts & Bolts.”  Presen-
tation topics will include: Appellate Ad-
vocacy – Presenting your Story to the 
Higher Court; New Local and Federal 
Rules Overview; 
The Realities of 
Expert Witness 
Reports; Murder, 
Friendship and 
Justice  –  Idaho’s 
First Legal Hang-
ings; Constitu-
tion and Supreme 
Court Review;  
and the Judges’ 
P e r s p e c t i v e s .  
Registration fees 
are $75 for attor-
neys, $35 for law clerks and paralegals.  
Late registration is $100 after Nov. 2.  
CLEs have been applied for and will be 
awarded.  
You may register online at: http://www.
id.uscourts.gov/DistConf09/reg_form09.
pdf.
Local Rule Revisions

The revisions to both the District 
and Bankruptcy Court Local Rules will 
become effective on Dec. 1, 2009 to 

coincide with the effective date of the 
National Rules. The Bar is encouraged 
is read and comment on the proposed 
revisions during the month-long 
comment period beginning on or before 
Nov. 1.  A redline/strikeout version of the 
proposed Local Rules will be available 
on our website at www.is.uscourts.gov
under the New Announcements section.  
Communication of your comments to 
the respective Local Rules Committees 
can be easily accomplished through the 
e-mail hyperlink located on the front 
Announcement page of the Rules.  Many 
of the revised local rules reflect new time 
computations in conformance with the 
new National Rule which attempts to 
standardize all time periods in multiples 
of seven-day increments.  ECF will 
automatically calculate all new time 
computations.  A new Patent Law section 
has also been created.  This Section will 
now become Part III of the District Court 
Local Rules. 
New Acting Clerk of Court

After serving 18 years as Court 
Executive/Clerk of Court for the District 
and Bankruptcy Courts for the District 
of Idaho, Cameron Burke has accepted 
a position with the Administrative Office 
of the United States Courts.  Chief 
Deputy Shannon Harris will serve as the 
acting Clerk of Court until a permanent 
replacement is selected.  
Redaction Reminder - New Login 
Screen for ECF

The ECF Procedures have made it the 

responsibility of the attorney to redact 
all personal identifiers from documents 
filed through the Court’s District and 
Bankruptcy ECF system, including 
attachments.  Redaction applies to: social 
security and taxpayer identification 
numbers; dates of birth; names of minor 
children; financial account numbers and, 
in criminal cases, home addresses.  A 
new login screen has been mandated by 
the Judicial Conference of the United 
States designed to remind e-filers of this 
responsibility.  E-filers will be required 
to check the box that they understand 
the rules prior to logging into ECF.  If 
the filer fails to check the box, an error 
message will appear and the login will 
fail.  Thank you for your attention to this 
important update.  
About the Author

Tom Murawski is an Administrative 
Analyst with the United States District 
and Bankruptcy Courts. He has a J.D. 
and Master of Judicial Administration.

Tom Murawski

Is It Your MCLE Reporting Year?
No one likes last minute scrambling for 
MCLE credits.  If your MCLE reporting 
period ends on December 31, 2009 and you 
need more credits, visit the Idaho State Bar 
website at isb.idaho.gov for lists of upcoming 
live courses, approved online courses 
and audio/video rental programs.  Do not 
wait until December to get the credits you 
need.  Start working on it now.  If you have 
questions about MCLE compliance, contact 
the Membership Department at (208) 334-
4500 or jhunt@isb.idaho.gov.
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Idaho Supreme Court and Court of Appeals 
NEW CASES ON APPEAL PENDING DECISION

 (Update 10/01/09)

CIVIL APPEALS
ATTORNEY FEES AND COSTS
1. Did the court err in failing to award 
attorney’s fees pursuant to I.C. § 12-120 after 
finding Smith was the prevailing party,?

Smith v. Washington County
S.Ct. No. 35851
Supreme Court

EVIDENCE
1. Does substantial competent evidence exist 
to support the district court’s decision denying 
Beck’s motion for JNOV and upholding the 
jury’s determination that Sargent can recover 
his contributions to High Valley from Beck? 

High Valley Concrete v. Sargent
S.Ct. No. 35313

HABEAS CORPUS
1. Did the district court abuse its discretion 
in dismissing Hedger’s petition for writ of 
habeas corpus upon a finding that Hedger 
failed to state an equal protection claim?

Hedger v. Craven
S.Ct. No. 36469

Court of Appeals

INSURANCE
1. Whether the court erred by not granting 
defendant’s motion for directed verdict, 
judgment notwithstanding the verdict, or new 
trial because there was no breach of contract. 

Weinstein v. 
Prudential Property and Casualty Insurance

S.Ct. No. 34970
Supreme Court

2. Whether Hill reasonably or constructively 
exhausted the insurance policy of Farm 
Bureau Mutual Insurance as required by 
her policy with American Family Mutual 
Insurance Company

Hill v. 
American Family Mutual Insurance Co.

S.Ct. No. 36311
Supreme Court

MEDICAL INDIGENCE CLAIMS
1. Did the County Commissioners and the 
district court err in determining the claim 
for reimbursement was properly denied as 
untimely filed?

Kootenai Hospital District v. 
Bonner County Board of Commissioners

S.Ct. No. 36217
Supreme Court

POST-CONVICTION RELIEF
1. Whether the district court erred by 
summarily dismissing the petition for post-
conviction relief and by dismissing it without 
appointing counsel. 

Sharifi v. State
S.Ct. No. 36065

Court of Appeals

2. Did the district court err in denying Lint’s 
petition for post-conviction relief in which he 
claimed ineffective assistance of counsel for 
failure to file a motion to suppress?

Lint v. State
S.Ct. No. 35672

Court of Appeals

3. Did the district court err when it denied 
Roger’s petition for post-conviction relief, 
rejecting Roger’s assertions he had received 
ineffective assistance of counsel?

Rogers v. State
S.Ct. No. 35701

Court of Appeals

4. Did the court err in summarily dismissing 
Acheson’s petition for post-conviction relief?

Acheson v. State
S.Ct. No. 35304

Court of Appeals

PROCEDURE
1. Where Driggers failed to file his notice 
of tort claim within the required 180 days 
as provided in I.C. § 6-905, did the court 
correctly dismiss Driggers’ complaint?

Driggers v. Grafe
S.Ct. No. 35618

Court of Appeals

2. Did the court err in dismissing with 
prejudice the suit against Smith?

Michael v. Smith
S.Ct. No. 36234

Court of Appeals

QUIET TITLE
1. Did the district court err by failing to 
provide a decision on Dawson’s motion 
pursuant to I.R.C.P. 60(b)(6) to set aside the 
order and judgment quieting title?

Dawson v. Cheyovich Family Trust
S.Ct. Nos. 34712/35334

Supreme Court

STANDING
1. Did the court err when it determined Taylor 
did not have standing to pursue direct and 
derivative causes of action against Hawley 
Troxell and Clements Brown?

Taylor v. McNichols
S.Ct. Nos. 36130/36131

Supreme Court

SUMMARY JUDGMENT
1. Was the district court’s summary judgment 
based on a correct legal interpretation and 
application of Article IX, Section J and 
Article XI, Section 9 of the recorded Island 
Woods CC&Rs?

Island Woods Homeowners Assn. v. 
McGimpsey

S.Ct. No. 35363
Court of Appeals

2. Did the district court err in granting 
summary judgment to Leishman Electric, 
Inc., and in holding Taco Time’s negligence 
claim is barred by the economic loss rule?
Brian and Christie, Inc. v. Leishman Electric

S.Ct. No. 35929
Supreme Court

3. Did the court err in treating the Ada County 
Defendant’s motion to dismiss as a motion for 
summary judgment and dismissing the matter 
based on Lightner’s failure to comply with 
the statute of limitations?

Lightner v. Fourth Judicial District
S.Ct. No. 35267

Court of Appeals

4. Whether there existed a genuine issue of 
material fact regarding whether Old Sawmill 
Road is a private road that cannot be used by 
the public. 

Lattin v. Adams County
S.Ct. No. 35768
Supreme Court

5. Did the district court err in finding an 
orally modified agreement existed and 
was performed, and in granting summary 
judgment to Apple Mobile Catering, LLC? 

Apple’s Mobile Catering v. O’Dell
S.Ct. No. 36128
Supreme Court

6. Did the trial court err in granting summary 
judgment in favor of the Merrills?

Gibson v. Merrill
S.Ct. No. 35629

Court of Appeals

TAX CASES
1. Whether the tanning and spa equipment 
purchased by Planet Beach constitutes a sale 
subject to imposition of sales and use taxes 
pursuant to I.C. § 63-3601 et. seq. where the 
use of the equipment is being sold or rented 
by Planet Beach as defined in I.C. § 63-
3612(2)(f) & (h).

Gracie, LLC v. Idaho State Tax Commission
S.Ct. No. 36111
Supreme Court
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Idaho Supreme Court and Court of Appeals 
NEW CASES ON APPEAL PENDING DECISION

 (Update 10/01/09)

TORT
1. Did the respondents owe a tort duty to 
protect Stoddart from being murdered by two 
fellow students after school hours and off 
school grounds?

Stoddart v. Pocatello School District
S.Ct. No. 36434
Supreme Court

WRIT OF MANDATE
1. Whether the district court improperly 
applied the law when it denied the application 
for writ of mandamus filed by Total Success 
Investments, LLC.

Total Success Investments, LLC v. 
Ada County Highway District

S.Ct. No. 36069
Court of Appeals

CRIMINAL APPEALS
BAIL BONDS
1. Did the district court abuse its discretion by 
denying Two Jinn, Inc.’s motion to set aside 
forfeiture and exonerate the bond relating to 
Navaro’s failure to appear for a sentencing 
hearing? 

State v. Two Jinn, Inc.
S.Ct. No. 36339

Court of Appeals

2. Did the court err in concluding that I.C.R. 
46(g) did not require exoneration of the 
bond?

State v. Two Jinn, Inc.
S.Ct. No. 36176

Court of Appeals

DEATH PENALTY CASES
1. Should Ring v. Arizona be applied 
retroactively to provide Fields a remedy for 
the denial of his constitutionally guaranteed 
right to a jury trial on whether there existed 
facts necessary to make him eligible for a 
death sentence? 

Fields v. State
S.Ct. Nos. 35679/36704

Supreme Court

DUE PROCESS
1. Was Harman deprived of a fair trial when 
the court denied a motion for mistrial that was 
based on an answer given by a potential juror 
during voir dire questioning?

State v. Harman
S.Ct. No. 35468

Court of Appeals

2. Did the prosecutor’s closing argument 
amount to prosecutorial misconduct that 
violated Hubbard’s right to a fair trial?

State v. Hubbard
S.Ct. No. 35174

Court of Appeals

EVIDENCE
1. Did the court err in excluding evidence of the 
California judgment under I.C. § 9-312 or 28 
U.SC. § 1738, even though it was admissible 
under the Idaho Rules of Evidence?

State v. Howard
S.Ct. No. 35705

Court of Appeals

2. Did the court abuse its discretion by 
admitting evidence of McHale’s admission 
to methamphetamine use pursuant to I.R.E. 
404(b)?

State v. McHale
S.Ct. No. 35527

Court of Appeals

3. Did the court err when it allowed the 
officer to testify that, in his opinion, Shelley 
was under the influence of alcohol?

State v. Shelley
S.Ct. No. 35299

Court of Appeals

4. Was there sufficient evidence to support 
Cantu’s conviction for resisting and 
obstructing an officer?

State v. Cantu
S.Ct. No. 35762

Court of Appeals

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Did the court err by instructing the jury that 
sexual abuse of a minor was a lesser included 
offense of lewd conduct?

State v. Cochran
S.Ct. No. 35285

 Court of Appeals

PLEAS
1. Did the district court abuse its discretion 
when it denied Anderson’s motion to 
withdraw his guilty plea?

State v. Anderson
S.Ct. No. 35266

Court of Appeals

PROCEDURE
1. Whether the district court correctly found 
it was without jurisdiction to consider Orr’s 
untimely motion for new trial.

State v. Orr
S.Ct. No. 36276

Court of Appeals

SEARCH AND SEIZURE – 
SUPPRESSION OF EVIDENCE
1. Did the court err in denying Bennington’s 
motion to suppress and in finding the stop 
of his car was supported by reasonable 
suspicion?  

State v. Bennington
S.Ct. No. 36202

Court of Appeals

2. Did the district court err in denying 
Wheeler’s motion to suppress the results 
of the forcible blood draw because it was 
unreasonable under the circumstances 
and because Wheeler revoked his implied 
consent?

State v. Wheeler
S.Ct. No. 35194

Court of Appeals

SENTENCE REVIEW
1. Did the court abuse its discretion when it 
relinquished jurisdiction based on information 
in the presentence investigation report?

State v. Jackson
S.Ct. No. 35795

Court of Appeals
Summarized by:

Cathy Derden
Supreme Court Staff Attorney

(208) 334-3867

Need More MCLE Credits?
Idaho State Bar approved online courses are a great way to 
get the additional credits you need before the end of the year.  
Visit our website at www.isb.idaho.gov for a list of the online 
courses available.  Remember, the limit for self-study credits 
is 15 per reporting period.  If you have any questions about 
MCLE compliance, please contact the MCLE Department at 
(208) 334-4500 or jhunt@isb.idaho.gov.



44 The Advocate • Nov / Dec 2009

IDAHO COURTS CORNER 

Michael Henderson
Legal Counsel, Idaho Supreme Court

Recent Rule Changes – In Your 
Computer, But Not On Your Shelf

The printed volumes of the Idaho 
Code that arrive each summer include, 
of course, all of the legislation that has 
been passed that year.  (Although it can 
be a tight squeeze to get it all in when 
the Legislature adjourns on, say, May 
8, as it did this 
year.)  While 
the Supreme 
Court attempts to 
enact major rule 
changes in time 
to include them 
in print, this is not 
always possible.  
So here are 
some recent rule 
changes that you 
won’t see in the 
current volumes 
on your shelf.  You can always find the 
up-to-date text of Supreme Court rules at 
www.isc.idaho.gov/rulestxt.htm, and all 
recent orders of the Court amending the 
rules at www.isc.idaho.gov/rulesamd.
htm. 
Idaho Criminal Rules – Rule 46, 
Bail

This year, the Legislature enacted a 
complete revision of the bail statutes.  
Idaho Code § 19-2901 et seq.  This 
legislation was recommended by the 
Supreme Court based on the work of 
the Court’s Bail Bonds Guidelines 
Committee, which was chaired by District 
Judge Barry Wood and which brought 
together representatives of the judiciary, 
prosecutors, defense counsel, sheriffs, 
and the bail industry.  The Committee 
also recommended revisions to ICR 46 
that take into account the new statutory 
provisions.  Some of the substantive 
provisions of the amendments include 
the following.

Cash deposit – Idaho Code § 19-
2905(5) defines bail in the form of a 
cash deposit as including United States 
currency, money orders, certified checks, 
cashier’s checks, “or such other form of 
payment as provided by the rules of the 
supreme court.”  Subsection (f)(1) of the 

new rule provides that cash deposit may 
also be made by personal check where 
the acceptance of the check has been 
approved by a judge, or by credit card 
or debit card in those counties where 
procedures for accepting such payments 
have been approved by the administrative 
district judge. 

Property bonds – Subsection (g) now 
sets forth procedures for the approval 
and acceptance of property bonds.  The 
person posting the bond must provide 
the tax assessed value of the property 
and disclose under oath all liens and 
encumbrances; the court must determine 
whether the equity in the property is 
sufficient to cover the amount of bail and 
other costs that would be associated with 
liquidating the property; and the property 
bond must be recorded, at the expense of 
the person posting the bond, prior to the 
release of the defendant. 

Setting aside forfeitures – Subsection 
(h) echoes the statutory provision that 
when bail has been forfeited, the person 
posting bail may file a motion within 
180 days of the forfeiture seeking to set 
aside the forfeiture in whole or in part.  
This subsection goes on to provide a 
non-inclusive list of factors that may be 
considered by the court in ruling upon 
such a motion.  These factors were taken 
from the cases of State v. Quick Release 
Bail Bonds, 144 Idaho 651, 167 P.3d 788 
(Ct. App. 2007), and State v. Fry, 128 
Idaho 50, 910 P.2d 164 (Ct. App. 1994).  

Costs of return of defendant – 
Subsection (k), in accordance with 
Idaho Code § 19-2922(5), provides 
that a forfeiture will be set aside if the 
defendant appears before the court where 
the charges are pending within 180 
days after the forfeiture, but that if the 
defendant was not returned to the sheriff 
of that county by the person posting bail, 
the setting aside of the forfeiture may be 
conditioned on the payment of the actual 
and reasonable costs of transporting 
the defendant.  The rule provides that 
documentation of those costs must be 
filed with the court within 14 days of the 
defendant’s return, and that the person 

posting bail then has 14 days to object to 
the request for payment.
Idaho Criminal Rules – Rule 5.3, 
Initial appearance on probation 
violations

ICR 5.3 went into effect on July 
1 of this year and is included in the 
printed volumes.  It requires that persons 
arrested on probation violation charges 
must have an initial appearance within 
24 hours excluding Saturdays, Sundays 
and holidays.  It requires a determination 
of probable cause by the court in order to 
continue to hold the probationer, and it 
addresses the setting of bail. 

There has already been an amendment 
to this rule, effective Oct. 2, 2009.  The 
wording of subsection (d) has been 
amended to clarify two provisions.  First, 
the rule now states that if the sentencing 
court has issued a warrant for an arrest 
for a probation violation, and has either 
designated an amount of bail on the 
warrant or has stated that the probationer 
shall not be released on bail, that direction 
shall be followed by the court conducting 
the initial appearance.  Second, the rule 
now makes clear that if the probationer 
has been arrested on an agent’s warrant, 
or if the sentencing court has not included 
any direction as to bail on its warrant, the 
court conducting the initial appearance 
may set bail but is not required to do 
so.  This is consistent with the provision 
of Idaho Code § 19-2903 that a person 
charged with a probation violation does 
not have a right to bail, and that bail 
in such cases is discretionary with the 
court.
Idaho Misdemeanor Criminal Rules 
– Rules 13 and 14, bail amounts 

Idaho Code § 72-1025 requires 
persons convicted of crimes to pay 
fines that go t o the Crime Victims 
Compensation Account.  This year, the 
Legislature increased the minimum 
amounts of these fines by about 50 
percent.  The minimum Crime Victims 
Compensation Account fine for a 
misdemeanor was increased by $12, 
from $25 to $37.  Therefore, several 
of the amounts in the misdemeanor 
bail schedule set forth in Rule 13 were 

Michael Henderson
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increased by $12.  Rule 14 provides that for certain types 
of misdemeanors for which the bail amount set forth in the 
schedule does not exceed a specified amount, the defendant 
may enter a written plea of guilty and pay a fine and court costs 
in the amount of the bail set in the schedule.  The maximum 
amounts for which such a procedure is permitted were also 
increased by $12.
About the Author 

Michael Henderson is Legal Counsel for the Idaho Supreme 
Court. He previously served as a Deputy Attorney General for 18 
years (seven of those years as Chief of the Criminal Law Division), 
and before that was a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney in Ada, Blaine and 
Twin Falls Counties. 

Sisson & Sisson: Alzheimer’s Planning

We help seniors and their families find,
get and pay for quality long-term care.

The average survival rate for persons diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s is 8-15 years.  Approximately 
5.2 million people in the U.S. have Alzheimer’s.  
As this disease progresses, a host of health,  
legal and financial issues must be addressed. 
Caregiving for persons with dementia is a  
constant and ever-changing challenge.  
Long-term care is expensive, no matter where 
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nursing home).  Sisson & Sisson concentrates on 
helping seniors with chronic health care issues 
protect assets for themselves and their families 
and get the care they need.
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Technology Tips from the Idaho Practical Skills Seminar

Stephen M. Nipper
Dykas, Shaver & Nipper, LLP

A couple of weeks ago I sat on 
a panel at the Idaho Practical Skills 
Seminar, putting on a presentation for 
the new admitees on Sixty Law Practice 
Management Tips in Sixty Seconds.  In 
this column I will share with you some of 
the tips I gave at the presentation.

One of the best tools I started using 
last year was the online note taking 
service called Evernote (http://www.
evernote.com).  I am a big believer in 
taking notes, both when working on a 
client file (research) and for creating 
topical summaries (reference materials) 
for use later.  Evernote is mainly a web 
application that 
allows you to 
access, edit and 
revise your notes 
wherever you 
are (e.g., work, 
home, coffee 
shop).  Evernote 
also includes a 
“Web Clipper” 
program that 
can be installed 
within Internet 
Explorer/Firefox/
Safari enabling you to save a copy of 
web page (or a portion thereof) as a 
note.  They even provide both local 
desktop (both Mac and PC software is 
available) clients as well as to your smart 
phone (iPhone/Blackberry/Palm Pre) 
applications that make it really easy to 
back up your notes locally, as well as 
access your notes offline.  While they do 
have a free version, most attorneys will 
likely prefer the “Premium” version that 
includes enhanced security ($5/month). 

Do attorneys really need scanners 
on their desktops?  In my opinion, yes.  
I can say that because I have fallen in 
love with a line of scanners produced 
by Fujitsu called the “ScanSnap” series.  
The ScanSnap scanners are literally 
“plug and play” and are specifically 
created for scanning documents to Adobe 
PDF format.  You can even configure 
the ScanSnap to scan documents right 
into Evernote (mentioned above).  The 
ScanSnap scanners retail for around $470 
and come bundled (free) with Adobe 
Acrobat 9 Standard (which itself retails 
for $300). My office has bought six of 
the ScanSnap scanners in the last few 
years for attorney and staff desks, and I 

have one in my home office as well.  I use 
my ScanSnap scanner daily and couldn’t 
imagine practicing law without one.  
One caution:  some software has a built-
in “scan” button (e.g., Time Matters®) 
that enables you to use a TWAIN-
compatible scanner driver to directly scan 
documents into the 
software (without 
first scanning 
them to PDF).  
ScanSnap scanners 
are not TWAIN-
compatible.  More 
information on the 
ScanSnap series can 
be found at http://
www.ScanSnap .
com.

How many times 
has this happened to 
you:  you want to 
print the first page
of an email (or web 
page) to stick in a 
client’s file and end 
up all of the pages 
of the document by 
mistake, creating a 
stack of paper you 
end up tossing in 
the recycle bin?  
Sadly, it happens 
way too often to all 
of us, adding to the 
number of trees law offices needlessly 
kill a year.  The good news is that there 
is a solution, a little program (PC, Mac) 
called GreenPrint.  GreenPrint gives you 
a pop-up window every time you print 
a document which allows you to easily 
select which pages you want to print (or 
not print), and allows you to even select 
any graphics on the pages which you do 
not wish to print.  I’d estimate that using 

GreenPrint saves me a few reams of 
paper (and toner cartridges) every year.  
GreenPrint can be found online at http://
www.PrintGreener.com.

The program I started using a few 
months ago (I helped beta test it) that I 
think is perhaps the most useful Windows 

add-on for 
attorneys ever is 
called QuickJump.  
QuickJump is 
made by TechHit, a 
software company 
with a number of 
Microsoft Outlook 
plug-ins I swear by 
(discussed below):  
SimplyFile and 
M e s s a g e S a v e .  
Q u i c k J u m p , 
scans all of the 
folder names on 
your computer 
(including your 
file server if you 
tell it to do so) and 
creates an index of 
them.  Then, when 
you press a certain 
key combination 
on your computer 
(I use the default, 
C T R - S H I F T- J ) 
Q u i c k J u m p 
activates, giving 

you a box into which you can type part 
or all of a folder name.  QuickJump then 
automatically navigates to that folder, 
allowing you to save the file in the right 
folder without needing to click through 
dozens of folders and subfolders.  For 
me it saves a tremendous amount of 
time every day.  Quick Jump can be 
found online at http://www.techhit.com/
QuickJump/.

Stephen M. Nipper

GreenPrint gives you a 
pop-up window every 

time you print a document 
which allows you to easily 
select which pages you 

want to print (or not print). 
and allows you to even 

select any graphics on the 
pages which you do not 

wish to print.  I’d estimate 
that using GreenPrint 
saves me a few reams 

of paper (and toner 
cartridges) every year.
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SimplyFile (also made by TechHit) allows you to easy to 
save emails in subfolders folders within Outlook.  For example, 
if you have subfolders within Outlook for your clients and/or 
their matters, SimplyFile watches and analyzes what folders 
you save emails in.  Then, then next time you go to save an 
email, SimplyFile suggests a location, giving you the ability 
to click a button and save the email to that folder.  It greatly 
expedites the process of sorting and organizing your Outlook 
folders.  SimplyFile can be found online at http://www.techhit.
com/SimplyFile/.

MessageSave (also made by TechHit) allows you to easily 
save email messages to your file server (e.g., within the client’s 
file), preserving the original date of the email file in the process.  
This plugin is important from the standpoint of getting all of 
a client’s documents/files in a single place (your file server) 
rather than split between your file server and your Outlook PST 
file.  MessageSave can be found online at http://www.techhit.
com/messagesave/. Remember that the next time you wish that 
your hardware/software would perform in a certain way, you’re 
probably not alone. Someone very well have come up with a 
solution to your issue.
About the Author

Stephen M. Nipper practices all aspects of patent and 
trademark work, including counseling clients on means of 
protection, preparation and filing of applications, prosecution, 
licensing and enforcement. His background includes the 
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sciences. He is also the author of The Invent Blog®, one of 
the oldest patent law blogs. The Invent Blog covers technology 
tips, intellectual property news, and information relevant to 
independent inventors, small businesses, and the attorneys that 
serve them.
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Licensing and MCLE Compliance
Annette Strauser 
ISB Membership Administrator

Licensing
The 2010 licensing packets will be 

mailed in mid-November. The licensing 
deadline is Feb. 1, 2010.  Your payment 
and paperwork must be received in our 
office by that date. Postmarked is not 
enough. If it is not received by Feb. 1, 
you must also pay the appropriate late 
fee - $50 for active and house counsel 
members and $25 
for affiliate and 
emeritus members. 
The final licensing 
deadline is March 
1, 2010. All licens-
ing fees and pa-
perwork must be 
received by that 
date. If your li-
censing is not com-
plete by March 1, 
your name will be 
given to the Idaho 
Supreme Court for transfer to inactive 
status.
Paying Online

We are pleased to offer online 
licensing renewal again this year.  
Attorneys will be able to complete 
their licensing paperwork and pay their 
fees online.  Payments can be made by 
credit card or check.  (There will be an 
additional, minimal fee for paying by 
credit card.)  Information on how to 
access the portal will be included in the 
licensing packets and will be emailed to 
the membership.  A link to the portal will 
also be on our website at www.isb.idaho.
gov.

This year, we have expanded the 
licensing portal to allow firms to collect 
their attorneys’ information and make a 
single payment by credit card or check.  
The portal will provide a breakdown of 
the fees by attorney and payment category 
along with calculating the total payment 
amount.  This option should allow firms 
to complete the licensing process with 
minimal paperwork and staff time.
MCLE Compliance

If it is your year to report your 
mandatory continuing legal education 
(MCLE) credits, you received a reminder 
letter in May and you will receive a 
MCLE certificate of compliance in 
your licensing packet. The deadline for 
obtaining the required MCLE credits is 

Dec. 31, 2009. However, the certificate of 
compliance does not have to be submitted 
until the Feb. 1 licensing deadline.

You need to have at least thirty Idaho 
approved MCLE credits (of which at least 
two must be approved ethics credits) by 
the end of your reporting period. Check 
your attendance records on our website 
at www.isb.idaho.gov. If you attended 
courses that are not on your attendance 
records, contact the Membership 
Department to make sure they have been 
approved for Idaho MCLE credit. Only 
Idaho MCLE approved courses can be 
used to meet the MCLE requirements. 
Approved courses will appear in your 
attendance records if we received 
verification from the sponsor that you 
attended the course. It is not necessary 
for your name to be in our attendance 
records for you to count the course 
toward meeting your requirements. As 
long as the course has been approved for 
Idaho MCLE credit, simply add it to your 
certificate of compliance before signing 
it. Most certificates of compliance will 
have written additions and corrections.

There will be many courses offered 
in November and December. We post a 
list of upcoming approved courses on our 
website. We also have a library of DVDs, 
CDs and video/audio tapes available for 
rent and we have online courses available. 
Information about the rental programs 
and online courses is on our website.

Online courses are a great way to 
avoid the hassle of ordering and return-
ing rented programs. They are video and 
audio streaming versions of our courses 
that are available at your convenience 24 
hours a day. They are an easy way to get 
MCLE credits when you want them. Visit 
our website to see the available courses.

Remember, the limit for self-study 
credits is 15 per reporting period. If 
you take an online course, it will be 
considered self-study. Watching a DVD 
or videotape is self-study if you watch it 
on your own. If you can get at least one 
other Idaho attorney to watch a DVD or 
videotape with you, it is not considered 
self-study. Getting together with another 
member of the Bar is a good way to avoid 
self-study credit and, if you are lucky, 
split the rental cost.

If, despite your best efforts, you do 
not think you will be able to complete 
the MCLE requirements by the Dec. 31 
deadline, you can request an extension 
until March 1, 2010. To get the extension, 
send a written request and pay $50. Credits 

earned during the extension period will 
be counted toward your reporting period 
that ended in 2009. Your certificate of 
compliance should not be submitted 
until the requirements have been met. 
However, the rest of your licensing must 
be submitted by the February 1 deadline 
to avoid the late fee. The final deadline for 
submitting your completed certificate of 
compliance is March 1, 2010. If you have 
not completed the MCLE requirements 
by March 1, your name will be given to 
the Idaho Supreme Court for transfer to 
inactive status.
Questions

We want to make the licensing 
process as easy and trouble free as 
possible. If you have questions or need 
more information, please contact us at 
(208) 334-4500.

For licensing and MCLE information, 
contact Annette Strauser (astrauser@isb.
idaho.gov) or Jenay Hunt (jhunt@isb.
idaho.gov) in the Membership Depart-
ment.

For an update on the status of the 
online licensing renewal portal, contact 
Annette Strauser at the phone number or 
email address above.

If you are interested in renting a 
DVD, CD or video/audio tape, contact 
Eric White (ewhite@isb.idaho.gov) in 
the Legal Education Department.

MCLE Extensions
If you are unable to complete your 
MCLE requirements before the end 
of the year, you can request an 
extension until March 1, 2010.  To 
receive the extension, send a written 
request to the ISB Membership 
Department and pay the $50 
extension fee.  All the credits from any 
courses attended to complete your 
MCLE requirements will be counted 
as part of your 2007-2009 report.  
They cannot be applied to your 2010-
2012 report.  All MCLE requirements 
must be completed by March 1, 2010 
— no further extensions will be given.  
Remember, the rest of your licensing 
is still due by February 1, 2010.  If 
you have any questions about MCLE 
compliance or licensing, please 
contact the Membership Department 
at (208) 334-4500 or astrauser@isb.
idaho.gov.

Annette Strauser



50 The Advocate • Nov / Dec 2009

IN MEMORIAM

Honorable
Garth Sanford Pincock

1927 - 2009
Hon. Garth Sanford Pincock, 81, 

passed   away Tuesday, September 15, 
2009, after an extended battle with 
Leukemia. 

Judge Pincock, son of George Sanford 
Pincock and Luamelia Dalling, was born 
September 16, 1927,  in Rigby, Idaho. The 
family moved to Rexburg, Idaho where 
he attended public school and graduated 
from Madison High School. During 
World War II, he served in the United 
States Navy in the 
Pacific Theater. 

 He was called 
to serve a mission 
for the LDS Church 
to the New England 
states in 1948. While 
attending Ricks Col-
lege, he met his 
Sweetheart, Ressa 
Campbell. They 
were married June 1, 
1951, in the Idaho Falls Temple.   

 Judge Pincock graduated from Ricks 
College in 1955 (the first four-year grad-
uating class) with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Education. Later he moved his 
family to Washington D. C. where he at-
tended the American University Wash-
ington College of Law. He graduated in 
the top third of his class in August 1966. 
He moved his family to Pocatello Idaho 
shortly thereafter to practice. 

Judge Pincock served 10 years as 
prosecuting attorney of Bannock County, 
and in January 1983 was appointed as 
a magistrate judge for Sixth Judicial 
District of the state of Idaho. He served 
in this position for 11 years. 

 During this time he served four years 
as acting trial court administrator of the 
Sixth Judicial District. 

Judge Pincock has always been 
active in the LDS Church and has served 
as Scoutmaster, Young Men’s president, 
advisor of numerous   Aaronic Priesthood 
quorums, counselor to two bishops, high 
counselor, bishop, and stake patriarch. 
He and his wife Ressa have served three 
missions together, Singapore Mission 
(Pakistan), Public Affairs Mission to 
England, Family and Church History 
Department in Salt Lake City. 

 Judge Pincock enjoyed fishing and 
loved spending time with his family 
at their cabin in Island Park. He was a 
sports enthusiast and especially enjoyed 
supporting his many grandchildren in 
their sports endeavors.   

 Judge Pincock is survived by his wife 
Ressa, and seven children, Linda, (Scott) 
Owens of Boise ID, David (FaDene) 
Pincock of Omaha NE, Paula Demuzio, 
Pocatello, Diana, (John) Erramouspe, 
Pocatello, Phillip, (Tana) Pincock of 
Sandy UT, Jenae, (Steve) Allen, Pocatello, 
Amy, (Jason) Goodsell of Newton UT 
and his sister Phyllis Harward of Boise 
ID and brother Lowell Pincock of Simi 
Valley CA. He has 39 Grandchildren and 
39 Great Grandchildren. 

 Judge Pincock was preceded in death 
by his parents George and Luamelia 
Pincock, an older brother Dee Pincock, 
and his son-inlaw Blake Demuzio.   

 Funeral services were held Saturday, 
Sept. 19, at 11 a.m. in the Alameda 
LDS Stake Center, corner of Jefferson 
and Alameda, Pocatello, with Bishop 
Jerry Eddie of the Alameda 7th Ward 
officiating. The family received friends 
from 6-8 p.m. Friday evening in the 
Cornelison Funeral Home, 431 N. 15th 
Ave., Pocatello, and from 10:00-10:45 
a.m. prior to services in the Church 
Saturday. Interment was in the Mountain 
View Cemetery, Pocatello, with military 
graveside rites by the Pocatello Veterans 
Honor Guard. Arrangements are under 
the direction of the Cornelison Funeral 
Home, 431 N. 15th Ave., Pocatello. 
Online guest book and condolences 
available at  www.cornelisonfh.com.   

Daniel James Brown
1950-2009

Daniel James Brown, known as Danny 
by his friends, passed over on August 22, 
2009 in order to spend the rest of eternity 
with his Creator God, Brother Christ, and 
Beloved Mother Mary. He was born May 
26, 1950 in Plattsburgh, New York to D. 
Joseph and Angeline Brown. 

Danny moved to Jacksonville in 
1959 and attended Assumption Catholic 
School and Bishop Kenny High School 
where he graduated in 1968. He attended 
the University of Notre Dame, where 
he walked on the Fighting Irish football 
team under Coach Ara Parseghian. He 

Hon. Garth Sanford 
Pincock

graduated from ND in 1972 and returned 
to Jacksonville to begin his teaching and 
coaching career at Bishop Kenny. 

An accomplished English teacher, 
football, track and cross country coach, 
Danny touched the lives of hundreds of 
athletes and students with his love for 
literature and his passion for sport. His 
love for God and desire to serve Him 
were the impetus for his dedication to his 
students and athletes. He was a founding 
member of the Jax Rugby Football Club 
and an active member of the Jacksonville 
Track Club. He served as race director 
for several runs, including the Gator 
Bowl Run and the Summer Beaches 
Run. In 1984 Danny left BK to begin 
law school at Gonzaga University in 
Spokane, Washington. He transferred to 
Florida State University School of Law 
where he graduated in 1987. His love 
for the Pacific Northwest inspired him 
to move back to Spokane where he both 
taught at Lewis and Clark High School 
and practiced law for several years. 
He returned to Jacksonville in 2004, 
continued his practice of law, and worked 
to further establish the Bishop John 
Snyder HS track and field program. He 
played an instrumental role in building 
the new track facility at BJS HS. He was 
active in the Catholic Lawyers Guild, the 
community of San Juan Del Rio Catholic 
Church, and numerous charitable 
organizations. He never lost his love for 
the Northwest, where he visited often and 
went camping, backpacking and hiking. 

Danny is survived by Jeanne, his 
loving wife of 29 years, his sons Ian 
(Aubrey), Adam (Katy), Asa, Mark and 
his beloved granddaughter, Chloe, his 
father, Joseph, brothers Michael, Phillip 
(Mary Ann), parents-in-law Robert 
and Carmel Brodeur, brothers-in-law, 
Stephen Brodeur (Judie), Mark Brodeur, 
sisters-in-law Julie Brodeur Brookshire 
(George), Carmel Brodeur Lea (Ernest), 
and numerous nieces and nephews. He 
will be deeply missed by his students, 
athletes and colleagues. 

A viewing was held Friday, August 
28 at San Juan Del Rio Catholic Church. 
The Funeral Mass was celebrated at 
San Juan Del Rio Catholic Church 
on Saturday, August 29, at 11 a.m. 
Arrangements are under the care and 
trust of Hardage Giddens Mandarin 
Chapel, (904) 288-0025. 
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Idaho Supreme Court 
receives national honor 
for service to rural areas 

The Idaho Supreme Court has been 
selected by the Justice Management 
Institute (JMI) as the recipient of the 
2009 award for justice system innovation 
and improvement. 

The JMI award recognizes the Idaho 
Supreme Court for its implementation of 
several significant innovative programs 
that enhance access to courts and improve 
the delivery of court services as well as 
its leadership in improving justice in 
rural areas. 

Justice Management Institute 
President Dr. Barry Mahoney noted that 
Idaho is a geographically large state, 
with few large population centers. “In 
this predominantly rural environment 
delivering high quality judicial services 
is inevitably challenging,” he said. “The 
Idaho Supreme Court has led the way 
in meeting this challenge in Idaho, and 
in doing so has provided a model—or 
set of models—for state court systems 
throughout the nation.” 

Idaho Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Daniel Eismann accepted the award on 
behalf of the Court and expressed his 
gratitude to Mahoney for this recognition. 
“We have long been committed to 
expanding court service resources to the 
rural areas of the state. We recognize 
we have a large and diverse state with 
varying needs and concerns. ‘One-size-
fits-all’ simply will not work in Idaho. We 
want all citizens of Idaho to have access 
to justice and court services, including 
innovative solutions to difficult societal 
problems.” 

Mahoney identified five key areas 
in which the Idaho Supreme Court has 
exercised leadership in introducing 
effective court programs that reach 
residents in rural areas of Idaho: 

Assistance for self-represented 
litigants: Idaho pioneered the 
development of court assistance offices to 
provide direct assistance to Idahoans who 
need help in understanding how to seek 
resolution of their legal disputes. During 
2008, over 38,000 persons obtained help 
directly from court assistance offices at 
county courthouses throughout Idaho. 

Technological innovation: Idaho 
courts have undertaken a ground-breaking 
project to enhance access to the courts 
through effective use of technology by 
partnering with Idaho Legal Aid Services 

to develop interactive on-line forms and 
instructions. The forms are available to 
citizens involved in litigation related to 
divorce, child custody, and child support 
issues—areas in which there is a high 
degree of self-representation. To date, 
more than 16,000 persons have used 
the on-line guided interviews and forms 
needed for court proceedings. 

Children and families: The 
Idaho courts have initiated an array of 
innovative programs aimed at protecting 
children and families including domestic 
violence courts, parent education classes 
and mediation programs. 

Problem-solving courts: Idaho has 
developed a number of problem-solving 
courts, with strikingly effective results. 
Idaho was one of the first states to make 
drug courts, DUI courts, and mental 
health courts function successfully in 
rural environments where it is difficult 
to access treatment services. Idaho has 
54 drug and mental health courts that 
supervised nearly 2,000 offenders in 
2008. Evaluations of 10 of these programs 
reveal that they have achieved significant 
reductions in recidivism. They are cost-
effective and in many cases they enable 
individuals to become productive and 
responsible members of society. 

Overcoming language barriers: 
As in many predominantly rural states, 
courts in Idaho often have litigants and 
witnesses before them who speak little 
or no English. The Idaho Supreme 
Court has established a training and 
certification program for persons who are 
interested in providing court interpreter 
services. The Administrative Office of 
the Courts also works with the National 
Consortium on Court Interpreter Services 
in developing effective ways of ensuring 
that language barriers do not become 
insuperable obstacles to providing high 
quality justice. 

Mahoney singled out Idaho as 
being at the forefront of states that have 
recognized problems that affect the 
public in rural areas in each of these 
areas. “The innovations have broadened 
access to justice for citizens throughout 
the state,” he said. 

The Justice Management Institute 
is a non-profit organization, based in 
Denver, Colorado, that is dedicated to 
improving justice system operations 
in the U.S. and abroad. JMI’s Board of 
Directors consists of individuals who 
have had extensive experience in justice 

system operations and innovation as 
judges, court managers, and consultants. 

Judges Perry and Watson 
receive top judicial honors 

An Idaho Court of Appeals Judge and 
a Kootenai County Magistrate have been 
selected to receive the Idaho Judiciary’s 
most prestigious awards. 

Idaho Court of Appeals Judge Darrel 
Perry was named 
the recipient of 
the 2009 Kramer 
Award and Kootenai 
County Magistrate 
Judge Barry Watson 
was selected as 
the 2009 Granata 
Award recipient. 
The recipients are 
chosen annually 
by virtue of their 
significant contributions to the Idaho 
judicial system. 

Both awards were presented by Court 
of Appeals Judge David Gratton at a 
September 21 ceremony. 

The Kramer Award, named in honor 
of the late District Judge Douglas C. 
Kramer, is awarded to the person who 
best exemplifies excellence in judicial 
administration, by 
character and action. 
The Granata Award, 
named in honor of 
the late District Judge 
George G. Granata, 
Jr., is awarded to 
the trial judge who 
best exemplifies 
the professionalism 
evidenced by Judge 
Granata during 
his more than twenty years of judicial 
service. 

Judge Perry, who announced his 
retirement earlier this year, currently 
serves on the Idaho Supreme Court’s 
Judicial Education and Media and the 
Courts Committees. In a letter signed 
by Law Clerks Tyler Rands and Chris 
Christensen and Judicial Assistant Sue 
Stover, Judge Perry was nominated for 
his longstanding service as mentor to 
many law clerks and newly appointed 
judges and his considerable contributions 
to the improvement of the Court of 
Appeals. “Judge Perry has sought to 
instill within his staff a heightened sense 
of citizenship,” stated the letter. “He 
maintains a philosophy that his work on 

Honorable Darrel 
Perry

OF INTEREST

Honorable Barry 
Watson
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the bench, and the work accomplished by 
those within his employ, is not just a job, 
but part of the legal process.” 

After receiving his J.D. from the 
University of Idaho in 1979, Judge Perry 
began his legal career handling civil 
matters and serving as a public defender 
in Nez Perce County. At the age of 27, 
he was appointed by the Second Judicial 
District Magistrate Commission to serve 
as a Magistrate Judge. In 1993 he was 
appointed to the Court of Appeals and 
was elected for additional six-year terms 
in 1994, 2000, and 2006.

Cox Law adds a new 
associate

Cox Law PLLC announced that Sean 
C. Beaver has joined the firm as an asso-
ciate.  A native of Boise, Sean graduated 
from Whitman College with a Bachelors 
Degree in 2005 and went on to receive 
his Juris Doctor 
from Drake Univer-
sity Law School in 
2009.  Sean will be 
focusing his practice 
in Criminal, Family 
and Civil trial mat-
ters. 

Sean has already 
been very involved 
in the Firm’s crimi-
nal defense practice.  
He has already appeared in District Court 
Felony proceedings, represented Clients 
in Ada County’s Drug Court, and filed 
several motions created and composed 
by him.  He has also been busy meeting 
with Clients for family law matters and 
dividing assets in divorce proceedings.  

Roark inducted into the 
American College of Trial 
Attorneys

The Roark Law Firm, Hailey and 
Twin Falls, is pleased to announce that 
its founding mem-
ber, R. Keith Roark 
of Hailey, Idaho was 
inducted into the 
American College 
of Trial Lawyers at 
its annual conven-
tion in Boston Mas-
sachusetts on Satur-
day, Oct.10, 2009.

Founded in 1950, 
the College is com-
posed of the best of the trial bar from the 
United States and Canada.  Fellowship 

OF INTEREST

Sean C. Beaver

R. Keith Roark

in the College is extended by invitation 
only and only after careful investigation, 
to those experienced trial lawyers who 
have mastered the art of advocacy and 
whose professional careers have been 
marked by the highest standards of ethi-
cal conduct, professionalism, civility and 
collegiality.  Membership in the College 
cannot exceed one percent of the total 
lawyer population of any state or prov-
ince.

Mr. Roark has been practicing law 
in Idaho for more than 32 years and has 
served as Blaine County Prosecuting At-
torney, Hailey City Mayor, President of 
the Idaho Prosecuting Attorneys Asso-
ciation (1982-83), President of the Idaho 
Association of Criminal DefenseLaw-
yers (2007-08) and is currently the State 
Chair of the Idaho Democratic Party.  He 
was also the recipient of the Idaho State 
Bar Association’s Professionalism Award 
in 2008.

Worst, Fitzgerald & Stover 
hires Gleckler 

The law firm of Worst, Fitzgerald 
& Stover, PLLC is pleased to welcome 
Kara M. Gleckler to 
the firm as an asso-
ciate attorney. Kara 
received her bach-
elor’s degree from 
Brigham Young 
University where 
she obtained the dis-
tinction of valedic-
torian. She received 
her Juris Doctor, 
summa cum laude, 
from the University of Idaho College of 
Law in 2007, graduating first in her class. 
Before joining Worst, Fitzgerald & Sto-
ver, Kara served as a law clerk for the 
Honorable John Bradbury of the Second 
Judicial District Court.  

Uranga named by Super 
Lawyers
Jean R. Uranga, a partner with Uranga 
& Uranga, has been 
named one of the 
Top 40 Women 
by Mountain States 
Super Lawyers. This 
honor is given to 
women lawyers who 
received the highest 
point totals in the 
2009 Mountain 

Kara M. Gleckler

States Super Lawyers nomination, 
research and review process. Uranga 
was also named by her peers as a Super 
Lawyer in family law. She was also 
recognized by the Best Lawyers In 
America for 2009 and 2010 in family 
law and family law mediation. She is 
“AV rated” as determined by Martindale-
Hubble’s peer review process. Uranga is a 
former Idaho State Bar commissioner and 
former president of the Idaho State Bar.

‘Best’ publication notes 
Perkins Coie lawyers

Perkins Coie announced that three of 
its Boise office attorneys were selected 
for inclusion in the 2010 edition of Best 
Lawyers in America. 
Richard Boardman 
was recognized for 
his work in commer-
cial litigation and 
construction law; 
Robert Maynard 
was recognized for 
his energy, environ-
mental and natural 
resources, and tim-
ber law practice; and 
Forrest Hunter was recognized for his 
work in labor and employment law.

Thomas new Clerk of the 
Court for Washington 
County

Sharon Widner, Clerk of the Court, 
Washington County, tenured her res-
ignation effective 
September 30, 2009.  
Betty J. Thomas, 
who has been a Dep-
uty Clerk since July 
1993, was appointed 
as Clerk of the Court 
on Sept. 28, 2009 
and sworn in on Sept. 
30, 2009.  Betty has 
served as Senior Betty J. Thomas

Richard Boardman Robert Maynard

Forrest Hunter

Jean R. Uranga
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been selected for his work in Worker’s 
Compensation Law and Employee Ben-
efits Law.  All three individuals are the 
founding partners of Anderson, Julian & 
Hull.

 Partner Chris H. Hansen has been 
selected for his work in Personal Injury 
Litigation and partner Amy G. White has 
been selected for her work in Education 
Law.

Gjording and Hanson 
Fouser named in Super 
Lawyers

Jack S. Gjording and Trudy Hanson 
Fouser were both recently named in 
Super Lawyers, the Corporate Counsel 
Edition, as two of the top 26 attorneys in 
Idaho in civil and criminal litigation.  Mr. 
Gjording was named as a top medical 
malpractice defense attorney and Ms. 
Fouser was named as a top civil litigation 

Deputy Clerk since Oct. 1, 2005.  Betty 
has worked in all phases of the Clerk’s 
Office and has served as Judge Stephen 
W. Drescher’s Calendaring Clerk since 
his appointment as District Judge.  Betty 
plans to run for the position of Washing-
ton County Clerk in the May 2010 pri-
mary election.  She is married with three 
grown sons and five grandchildren.

‘Best’ publication notes 
Anderson Julian & Hull 
lawyers

Anderson Julian & Hull has announced 
that Robert A. Anderson, Brian K. Julian, 
Alan K. Hull, Chris H. Hansen and Amy 
G. White, have been selected by their 
peers for inclusion in the 2010 edition of 
Best Lawyers in America.

 Robert A. Anderson has been se-
lected for his work 
in Construction 
Law, Insurance Law 
and Personal Injury 
Litigation.  Brian K. 
Julian has been se-
lected for his work 
in Labor and Em-
ployment Law, Per-
sonal 
Injury Litigation, 
Insurance Law and 
Commercial Litigation.  Alan K. Hull has 

Robert A. Anderson Brian K. Julian

Alan K. Hull

defense attorney.  Ms. Fouser was also 
named in the 2009 Super Lawyers as 
one of the top 40 female attorneys in the 
Mountain States and Mr. Gjording was 
again named to the prestigious list of 
medical malpractice defense attorneys in 
the Mountain States.

Reeves honored with the 
Humanitarian Award 

The City of Sun Valley recognized 
longtime attorney Reginald Reeves with 
the Humanitarian Award on Sept. 17, 
only the third time 
the City has given 
the award. The City 
of Sun Valley had 
previously declared 
a Reginald Reeves 
Day in 2004, the 
same year he won 
a “Health Hero 
Award.” The proc-
lamation notes his 
longtime commit-
ment to helping others in many countries 
and for “the fact that he has dedicated his 
life to public service.”

Fifth District Bar Golf Outing
The Fifth District Bar Association 

held its Golf Outing at Jackpot on Sept. 
11.  The format of the golf tournament 
was a four-person best ball.  First place 
went to the team of Paul Beeks, Mike 
McCarthy, Jon Jacobsen and Jeff Rolig. 
A tie for second and third place went to 
the team of Len Roy, Susan Roy, John 
Ritchie and Sherry Ritchie, and to Fifth 
District Bar President David Heida and 
his team of Isaac Keppler, Jacob Keppler 
and Vickie Pavkov. Golfers also vied 
for Longest Drive, Closest to the Pin 
and Longest Putt.  Bragging rights go to 
Jeff Rolig for Longest Drive, and Laird 
Stone for both the Closest to the Pin and 
Longest Putt.

Accepting referrals 
for arbitration and mediation services

GEORGE D. CAREY
P.O. Box 171391

Boise, Idaho 83717
Telephone: (208) 866-0186
Email: gdcgdc@yahoo.com

Chris H. Hansen Amy G. White

Jack S. Gjording

Reginald Reeves

Trudy Hanson Fouser
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Native Law recruitment 
draws interested 
professionals

The University of Idaho College of 
Law’s Native Law Recruitment Event 
on Friday, Oct. 16,  was attended by 39 
participants ranging from high school 
to college students and professionals 
considering a career change.  The 
evening prior to the event the Native 
American Law Student Association 
(NALSA) provided a Dessert Reception 
for high school participants traveling nine 
hours from the Fort Hall Reservation to 
participate. Faculty in attendance for the 

reception included: Dean Don Burnett, 
Assoc. Dean Liz Brandt, Mark Anderson, 
Barbara Cosens, Angelique EagleWoman, 
Anastasia Telesetsky, Mike Satz, Rich 
Seamon, and Carole Wells. 

The Friday recruitment event was 
hosted by Associate Professor Angelique 
EagleWoman with lots of support from 
faculty, staff, and law students.  Associ-
ate Dean and Professor Liz Brandt gave 
the welcome to the group.  Angelique 
EagleWoman presented a mock law 
class with an overview of the field of 
Native American Law.  Associate Profes-
sor Mike Satz presented on law school 

admissions.  The afternoon Native Law 
Attorney panel was composed of all U 
of I Law Alums: William Bacon (Sho-
shone-Bannock Tribal Attorney), Hela-
man Hancock (Coeur d’Alene Tribal 
Attorney/Legislative Director), and Julie 
Kane (Nez Perce Tribal Attorney).  Or-
ganizational support was provided by 
Linda Kiss and Sande Schlueter.  The 
NALSA officers and members conduct-
ed law school tours, handled the registra-
tion station, and assisted throughout the 
Event.  It was a successful pipeline event 
that inspired many Native Americans in 
attendance to consider a legal career.

ELAM & BURKE

Mr. Stacey joined the firm as an associate in August of 
2009. Prior to joining Elam & Burke, Mr. Stacey served 
as a law clerk for the Honorable Deborah Bail, District 
Judge, Fourth Judicial District. He practices primarily in 

the area of civil litigation.

251 E. Front Street  • Suite 300  •  Boise, ID  83702
208.343.5454   • www.elamburke.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
is pleased to announce that

JADE C. STACEY
has joined the firm

421 West Franklin Street, Boise, ID 83701-2636 
Phone: (208) 345-9611 (800) 234-9611 Fax: (208)345-8800

Email: m-and-m@qwest.net Website: www.idahocourtreporting.com

M & M Court Reporting Service, Inc.
SINCE 1970

816 E. Sherman Avenue, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814
Phone (208) 765-1700 (800) 879-1700 Fax: (208) 765-8097

Email: csmith@mmcourt.com Website: www.idahocourtreporting.com

Full-Service Agency – Covering Idaho, Oregon and Washing-
ton

Stephan, Kvanvig,
Stone, Trainor

LAIRD B. STONE
Accepting Referrals for

Child Custody and Family Law
Mediation Services

102 Main Ave. S., Ste. #3,
Twin Falls, ID 83301

733-2721  
sks&t@idaho-law.com

Do you have clients with

T A X   P R O B L E M S ?  
MARTELLE LAW OFFICE, P.A.  

represents clients with 
 Federal and State tax problems
OFFERS IN COMPROMISE• 
APPEALS • 
BANKRUPTCY DISCHARGE      • 
INNOCENT SPOUSE       • 
INSTALLMENT PLANS      • 
PENALTY ABATEMENT• 
TAX COURT REPRESENTATION • 
TAX RETURN PREPARATION • 

MARTELLE LAW OFFICE, P.A.  
208-938-8500

82 E. State Street, Suite F
Eagle, ID  83616 

E-mail:attorney@martellelaw.com 
www.martellelaw.com
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UPDATES TO IDAHO STATE BAR ATTORNEY DIRECTORY
9/2/09 – 10/1/09 

The attorneys listed have had a change in their membership information (name, firm, address, phone, fax, email, website or status) 
during the time period indicated.  For complete information, please visit our website at www.isb.idaho.gov.

Kenneth Paul Adler
Adler Law and 
Mediation Service
Sandpoint

Jonathan Bradley 
Ahten
Protex, LLC
Boise

James Blair Alderman
Batt Fisher Pusch & 
Alderman, LLP
Boise

Joseph John Alegria II
Law Office of John 
Alegria
Boise

Tyler Steven 
Andersen
Jackson Walker, LLP
Austin

Denton P. Andrews
Law Office of Denton P. 
Andrews
Lewiston

Eric Frank Baldwin
Baldwin Law, PLLC
Meridian

Jay Kevin Barnes
Law Office of Jay 
Barnes
Orem

William James Batt
Batt Fisher Pusch & 
Alderman, LLP
Boise

Courtney Erin Beebe
Payette County 
Prosecutor’s Office
Payette

Dwight F. Bickel
Phoenix

Kathryn Deann Billing
Potlatch

Amy Catherine 
Bistline
Amy Bistline Law
Coeur d’Alene

Arthur Mooney 
Bistline
Law Office of Arthur M. 
Bistline
Coeur d’Alene

Michael Edwin 
Bostwick
M.E. Bostwick’s Law 
Offices
Salt Lake City

Alexander Bartel 
Briggs
Briggs Law Office
Caldwell

Bart David Browning
May, Browning & May, 
PLLC
Twin Falls

Lisa O’Hara 
Brownson
U.S. District Court of 
Idaho
Boise

Muriel M. Burke
Muriel M. Burke, PC
Coeur d’Alene

Cheri L. Bush
Depoe Bay, OR

Ronald George Caron 
Jr.
RGC Tax & Estate 
Solutions, PLLC
Boise
Margalit Zaltzman 
Chappell
Boise

J. Ed Christiansen
U.S. Marine Corps
Apple Valley, CA

Erin Ruth Christison
Keizer, OR

Matthew Rick 
Cleverley
McCarthy & Holthus, 
LLP
Poulsbo, WA

Thomas Gary Crossan 
Jr.
Department of 
Homeland Security
New Braunfels, TX

James Robert Dalton
Jones Day
Dallas

David Jensen Dance
Moffatt, Thomas, 
Barrett, Rock & Fields, 
Chtd.
Pocatello

Matthew C Darrington
Robinson & Associates
Rupert

Jayne Tracy Davis
Boise

Selina Astra Davis
Moscow

Phil E. De Angeli
First American Title 
Insurance Company
Boise
Hon. William B. Dillon 
III
New Plymouth

Hon. Stephen Wesley 
Drescher
Weiser

Yvonne Andrea 
Dunbar
Anderson, Julian & 
Hull, LLP
Boise

Matthew S. EchoHawk
EchoHawk Law Offices, 
PLLC
Pocatello

Melvin Charles 
Edwards
Boise

Mark A. Ellison
Ellison Business Law 
and Consulting PLLC
Boise

Frederic G. Emry II
Paine Hamblen LLP
Spokane

Melville Wiley Fisher II
Batt Fisher Pusch & 
Alderman, LLP
Boise

Shyla Relyea 
Freestone
Ekmark & Ekmark, LLC
Scottsdale

Sylvia M. Geddes
Lindon, UT

Glenn William 
Godfrey Jr.
May, Browning & May, 
PLLC
Boise
Bradford Dahle 
Goodsell
Capitol Law Group
Boise

Jennifer R. Gose
Twin Falls County 
Prosecutor’s Office
Twin Falls

Diane  Grecco
Post Falls

Stacia Crocker 
Hagerty
Coeur d’Alene

Michael Bruce Hague
Paine Hamblen LLP
Coeur d’Alene

Frederick Joseph 
Hahn III
Racine, Olson, Nye, 
Budge & Bailey, Chtd.
Idaho Falls

Ralph H. Haley
Lewiston

Jonathon David Hallin
Hallin Law, PLLC
McCall

Mediation/Arbitration

John C. Lynn
33 years experience

3503 West Grover Court        Phone: (208) 860-5258
Boise, ID 83705

Email: johnlynn@fiberpipe.net

Know a Lawyer in trouble with
drugs/alcohol or mental health problems?
Please contact the Lawyer Assistance Program for help.

www.SouthworthAssociates.net  800.386.1695
CONFIDENTIAL Toll free Crisis Line

24
HOUR

866.460.9014
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UPDATES TO IDAHO STATE BAR ATTORNEY DIRECTORY
9/2/09 – 10/1/09 

Sarah Louise Hallock-
Jayne
Boundary County 
Prosecutor’s Office
Bonners Ferry

John Richard 
Hammond Jr.
Batt Fisher Pusch & 
Alderman, LLP
Boise
Brian Richard Hanson
Baird Hanson Williams, 
LLP
Boulder

Roseanne Rene 
Hardin
Boise

Andrew Edward 
Hawes
Blixseth Group of 
Washington/Western 
Pacific Timber
Portland

Natasha Nassar 
Hazlett
Angstman, Johnson & 
Associates, PLLC
Boise

Angela Kristina 
Hermosillo
Boise

Sarah Wentworth 
Higer
Barker, Rosholt & 
Simpson, LLP
Boise

Susan Grace Hiler
Gevurtz, Menashe, 
Larson & Howe, PC
Portland

Brian Dennis 
Holmberg
Boise

Kent Robert Holmberg
Petersen & Associates
Salt Lake City

Michael Blaine 
Horrocks
Coeur d’Alene

Andrew Michael Hyer
Boise

N. Aaron Johnson
Lehi, UT

Lloyd Rushforth 
Jones
Petersen & Associates
Salt Lake City

Fonda Lynn Jovick
Paine Hamblen LLP
Coeur d’Alene

Linda  Judd
Boise
Paul Francis Kime
Idaho Department of 
Labor
Boise

Marcus E. Kimsey
U.S. Air Force
Millbrook, AL

Alan D. Kirsch
Idaho Falls

Alice Lorena Koskela
Confederated Tribes of 
Coleville Reservation
Nespelem, WA

Hon. Brian David Lee
Payette County 

Magistrate Court
Payette

Naomi Marie Fisher 
Leiserowitz
Leiserowitz Law Office, 
PLLC
Pocatello

Thomas John Lloyd III
Greener Burke & 
Shoemaker, PA
Boise
Donald Walter Lojek
Lojek Law Offices, 
Chtd.
Boise

Lori K. Mann
Prime Lending
Boise

J. Dee May
May, Browning & May, 
PLLC
Twin Falls

James Justin May
May, Browning & May, 
PLLC
Boise

Tom P. May
Law Offices of Tom P. 
May, PS
Spokane

John Craig McCreedy
The Amalgamated 
Sugar Company, LLC
Boise

Carmel A. McCurdy
Nez Perce Tribe Child 
Support Enforcement 
Program
Lapwai

Eileen Josephine 
McGovern
EchoHawk Law Offices, 
PLLC
Pocatello

Hon. John Michael 
Melanson
Idaho Court of Appeals
Boise

Drake Dee 
Mesenbrink
Mesenbrink Law 
Offices, PS, Inc.
Poulsbo, WA
Mark Jason Michaud
Quit & Live, Inc.
Boise

J. Carl Mickelsen
DisAbility Right Idaho
Moscow

Kinzo Heath Mihara
Howard Funke & 
Associates, PC
Coeur d’Alene

Robert Clifford 
Montgomery
Robert C. Montgomery, 
Chtd.
Boise

R. Aaron Morriss
Hammond Law Office
Caldwell

Cynthia L. Mosher
Creason, Moore & 
Dokken, PLLC
Lewiston

Bradley Newbold 
Mumford
Clifton

Timothy E. Murphy
Marger Johnson & 
McCollom, PC
Boise

Huegli
Mediation & Arbitration
Serving Idaho, Oregon and Washington

Personal injury, commercial disputes, 
construction law, professional liability. 

Available Statewide.
37 years litigation experience.
Martindale-Hubbell AV Rated.

James D. Huegli
1770 West State Street, Suite 267
Boise, ID 83702
Phone: (208) 631-2947
Fax: (208) 629-0462
Email: jameshuegli@yahoo.com
Web: www.hueglimediation.com
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UPDATES TO IDAHO STATE BAR ATTORNEY DIRECTORY
9/2/09 – 10/1/09 

Scot Douglas Nass
Paine Hamblen LLP
Coeur d’Alene

Eric Frank Nelson
Eagle

James D. Nelson
Betts Patterson Mines
Seattle
Hugh Kenneth Nisbet 
Jr.
The Law Office of Hugh 
K. Nisbet, Jr., LLC
Eolia, MO

Jared Dale Olson
Idaho Prosecuting 
Attorneys Association
Meridian

Hon. Darrel Raymond 
Perry
Boise

Mark T. Peters Sr.
Boise

Nicholas D. Peterson
La Verne, CA

Valerie Jean Phillips
Phillips Autonomy Law
Plantation, FL

Jeremy Luke Pittard
Jeremy L. Pittard, 
Attorney at Law
Jerome

Michael Anthony 
Pope
The Hopp Law Firm, 
LLC
Boise

James P. Price
Office of the Attorney 
General
Pocatello

Larry D. Purviance
Law Office of Larry D. 
Purviance
Hayden

Jeffrey William Pusch
Batt Fisher Pusch & 
Alderman, LLP
Boise

Jerry D. Reynolds
Avery Burdsal & Fale
Provo, UT
Ronald P. Ringel
Palmer, AK

Angelo Luigi Rosa
New Earth Systems, 
Inc.
St. George, UT

Kurt Michael Rowland
U.S. Army, JAG
Port Orchard, WA

Charles L. Saari
Owyhee County 
Prosecutor’s Office
Murphy

Andrew Taylor 
Schoppe
Law Offices of Andrew 
T. Schoppe
Boise

Colleen  Schulthies
Meridian

William James 
Schwartz
Mimura Law Offices, 
PLLC
Meridian

Timothy Daniel Scott
Wallace Scott, PC
Denver

Sara Darcy Seaborg
Sara D. Seaborg, 
Attorney at Law
Marinette, WI

Jon T. Simmons
Ellsworth, Kallas, 
Talboy & DeFranco, 
PLLC
Boise

Lindsey Renee Simon
Seattle

Sherrie Pedersen 
Slusser
San Diego

William Lloyd Smith
Smith Horras, PA
Boise
Carolyn Seneca 
Steele
Boise

John Jay Hilbert 
Stephenson II
U.S. Army
Crozet, VA

F. Matthew Stoppello
Stoppello Law, PLLC
Boise

Marisa S. Swank
Idaho Court of Appeals
Boise

Jeremiah Robert 
Taylor
Boise City Attorney’s 
Office
Boise

H. Barton Thomas Jr.
Office of Chief Counsel, 
IRS
Chicago

Sally Ferguson 
Thomas
Highland Park, IL

Kathleen Elizabeth 
Trever
Office of the Attorney 
General
Boise
Ron Jess Twilegar
Boise County 
Prosecutor’s Office
Idaho City

William Arthur von 
Tagen
Office of the Attorney 
General
Boise

James Kelly Walker
Petersen & Associates
Salt Lake City

Anthony Isham West
Pocatello

Wesley Gene Wilhite
Law Office of Wes 
Wilhite
Kuna

Robert A. Williams III
U.S. Army Contracting 
Command
Waldorf, MD

Robert Glen Winkle
Numonyx, Inc.
Boise
Jonathan H. 
Zimmerman
Seattle

Experience Matters
Dykas, Shaver

 & Nipper

Protecting
Intellectual Property

Since 1975

Patents
Trademarks
Copyrights
Licensing
Litigation

dykaslaw.com

208-345-1122 · 1403 W. Franklin · Boise, ID 83702

STEPHEN A. STOKES
Meyers Law Office, Pllc.

Accepting referrals
for Child Custody and Family Law

Mediation Services
Telephone: (208) 233-4121

Email: s_stokes@qwestoffice.net
PO Box 4747

Pocatello, Idaho 83205

Sixth District Family Law Section Chairman
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CLASSIFIEDS

EDISCOVERY, COMPUTER
FORENSICS CONSULTING AND DATA

RECOVERY
Data retrieval, recovery, and analysis of 
electronically stored data on computer and 
other electronic devices. GIAC and ISO/
ANSI certified computer examiner. Expert 
testimony provided for administrative, civil 
and criminal matters. Contact Jon Hesse 
(jhesse@cfaed.com) or Anthony Cochenour 
(acochenour@cfaed.com) EDiscovery and 
Computer Forensics Consulting, 411 E. 
Callender Street, P.O. Box 423, Livingston, 
MT 59047, phone: 406-222-2411. CVs, 
analysis procedure, and fee schedule will be 
provided upon request. 

POWERSERVE OF IDAHO
Process Serving for Southwest Idaho 
Telephone: (208) 342-0012 P.O. Box 5368 
Boise, ID 83705-5368. Visit our website at 
www.powerserveofidaho.com.

 ~ LEGAL ETHICS ~
Ethics-conflicts advice, disciplinary defense, 
disqualification and sanctions motions, 
law firm related litigation, attorney-client 
privilege. Idaho, Oregon & Washington. Mark 
Fucile: Telephone (503) 224-4895, Fucile & 
Reising LLP Mark@frllp.com.

IDAHO CODE BOOKS
Full set of Michie Idaho Code books for 
sale. Includes 2009 cumulative supplements.  
Please call Jenny at (208) 336-6900.

DOWNTOWN OFFICE SPACE
Historic McCarty Building at 9th & Idaho, 
office spaces for sale or lease. Single offices 
to half-floors available, $18.00 per square foot 
full service. For more information contact L. 
D. Knapp & Assoc. (208) 385-9325.

____________________________ 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE SUITES AT
ST. MARY’S CROSSING 27TH  & STATE
Class A building. 1-3 Large offices and 
2 Secretary stations. Includes: DSL, 
Receptionist/Administrative assistant, 
conference, copier/printer/scanner/fax, phone 
system with voicemail, basic office & kitchen 
supplies, free parking, janitor, utilities. 
Call Bob at (208) 344-9355 or by email at: 
drozdarl@drozdalaw.com.

PROCESS SERVERS

LEGAL ETHICS

OFFICE SPACE

FORENSIC ENGINEERING  
EXPERT WITNESS

Jeffrey D. Block, PE Civil, Structural,
Architectural, Human Factors and CM
Coeur d’Alene ID Licensed ID, WA, CA
Correspondent-National Academy of 
Forensic Engineers, Board Certified-National 
Academy of Building Inspection Engineers.
Contact by telephone at (208) 765-
5592 or email at jdblock@imbris.net.

____________________________ 

BAD FAITH EXPERT WITNESS
David B. Huss, JD, CPCU & ARM, Former 
insurance claims representative and defense 
attorney. 25 years experience in insurance 
claims and law. Telephone: (425) 268-4444.

____________________________ 

EXPERT WEATHER TESTIMONY
Weather and climate data research and analysis. 
20+ years meteorological expertise — AMS 
certified — extensive weather database — a 
variety of case experience specializing in 
ice, snow, wind and atmospheric lighting. 
Meteorologist Scott Dorval, phone: (208) 
890-1771.

____________________________ 

INSURANCE AND  
CLAIMS HANDLING

Consultation, testimony, mediation and 
arbitration in cases involving insurance or 
bad faith issues. Adjunct Professor Insurance 
Law; 25+years experience as attorney in 
cases for and against insurance companies; 
developed claims procedures for major 
insurance carriers. Irving “Buddy” Paul, 
Telephone: (208) 667-7990 or Email: bpaul@
ewinganderson.com.

____________________________ 

MEDICAL/LEGAL CONSULTANT
GASTROENTEROLOGY

Theodore W. Bohlman, M.D. Licensed, Board 
Certified Internal Medicine & Gastroenterology 
Record Review and medical expert testimony. 
To contact call telephone: Home: (208) 888-
6136, Cell: (208) 841-0035, or by Email: 
tbohlman@mindspring.com.

____________________________ 

CERTIFIED LEGAL
NURSE CONSULTANT

Medical/Legal Consulting. Available to assist 
with discovery and assistance in Medical/
Injury/Malpractice cases; backed by a cadre 
of expert witnesses. You may contact me by 
e-mail renaed@cableone.net, (cell) (208) 
859-4446, or (fax) (208) 853-6244. Renae 
Dougal, MSN, RN, CLNC, CCRP.

EXPERT WITNESSES OFFICE SPACEEXPERT WITNESSES
OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

Office space available in historic building near 
Federal Court in Boise at 623 W. Hays Street. 
Drop by and visit or contact John Hinton at 
(208) 345-0200 or john338@mindspring.
com.

____________________________ 

OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE
300 Main Street – 2200 square feet. Built-ins, 
conference room, parking and a break room. 
Shower/locker room available. For more 
information call:  (208) 947-7097

____________________________ 

CLASS A-FULL SERVICE EXECUTIVE
SUITES DOWNTOWN BOISE

Key Business Center is now offering  
BEAUTIFUL NEW offices on the 11th floor 
of Key Financial Plaza!  Full Service including 
receptionist and VOIP phone system, internet, 
mail service, conference rooms, coffee service, 
printer/fax/copy services, administrative 
services and concierge services.  Parking is 
included! On site health club and showers 
also available.  References from current 
tenant attorneys available upon request.  
Month-to-month lease.  Join us in the heart of 
Boise!  karen@keybusinesscenter.com; www.
keybusinesscenter.com, (208) 947-5895.

WEST MAUI HAWAII
Spacious two bedroom, two bath beachfront 
condo with panoramic views of stunning 
sunsets over Lanai and Molokai. Located at 
the Hololani in West Maui, Hawaii. www.
hololani.com.  Unit A402 * Fully Equipped 
Kitchen * Washer Dryer * Heated Fresh 
Water Pool * Cable TV * Weekly Maid 
Service *Underground Parking. Minimum 5 
nights.  Adults only. No smoking and no pets. 
For more information call: (800) 367-5032.

BEAUTIFUL McCALL HOME
Home located in McCall, ID: $659,000. 
Possible owner financing. 3,054 square 
feet, 3 bed, 3.5 bath, family room with wet 
bar, formal dining room. Travertine tile in 
Master bath, Bamboo flooring, rustic maple 
counter tops. 576 square foot attached 2 car 
garage, 576 square foot attached RV garage. 
Call or email to view photos and receive 
additional information at (208) 628-3722 or 
ajvankomen@yahoo.com.

VACATION RENTALS BY OWNER

HOME FOR SALE

FOR SALE
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IDAHO ASSOCIATION OF CRIMINAL DEFENSE LAWYERS

I   A   C   D   L 
STANDING TALL FOR THE ACCUSED

FOR THOSE WHO TAKE CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
SERIOUSLY. BENEFITS INCLUDE:

TOP-NOTCH CLES• 

THE TRUMPET NEWSLETTER• 

STRIKE FORCE ASSISTANCE• 

IDAHO’S BEST CRIMINAL CASES (7TH ED. 2008)• 

AMICUS ASSISTANCE• 

LIST SERVE• 

MEMBERS-ONLY WEBSITE WITH BRIEF BANK • 

For More Information:
Contact IACDL  

Executive Director Debi Presher
(208) 343-1000 or dpresher@nbmlaw.com

hawleytroxell.com | 208.344.6000 | Boise • Hailey • Pocatello • Reno
Hawley Troxell Ennis & Hawley LLP

Ethics & Lawyer Disciplinary 

Investigation & Proceedings

Stephen C. Smith, former Chairman  
of the Washington State Bar Association  
Disciplinary Board, is now accepting  
referrals for attorney disciplinary  
investigations and proceedings in  
Washington, Idaho, Hawaii, and Guam.

FORENSIC DOCUMENT EXAMINER
Full service laboratory to resolve handwriting issues, cut 
and  paste fabrications, alterations, ink comparison, etc. The 
only examiner in Idaho, and other Northwestern states, that 
is Certified by the American Board of Forensic Document 
Examiners. Government trained.

JAMES A. GREEN
(888) 485-0832

P.O. Box 5379 Eugene, OR 97405
www.documentexaminer.info

Mediator/Arbitrator
W. Anthony (Tony) Park

·36 years, civil litigator
·Former Idaho Attorney General

·Practice limited exclusively to ADR

P.O. Box 1776   Phone: (208) 345-7800
Boise, ID 83701   Fax: (208) 345-7894

E-Mail: tpark@twplegal.com
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NEW ADMITTEES
DIRECTORY UPDATES

Admitted 10/1/09 Unless Otherwise Indicated

Adam David Andersen
Idaho Falls
Nathan Andrew Austin
Boise
Brenda Michelle 
Bauges
Idaho Court of Appeals
Boise
Sean Collins Beaver
Cox Law
Boise
Byram Raymond 
Beckstead
Shoshone Bannock Tribal 
Courts
Fort Hall
Rebecca Lynn 
Boughton
Caldwell
Douglas Garrett Bowen
Pocatello
Dartanyon Gabriel 
Burrows
Boise
Justin Ross Call
Fifth District Court
Twin Falls
Jennifer M. Carlquist
Utah Fourth District Court
Provo, UT

Nicholas Isaac 
Chamberlain
Nic Chamberlain, 
Attorney at Law
Boise
Skylar Hawk 
Christensen
Boise
Thomas J. Clark
Thomas J. Clark
Lewiston
Samuel Toevs Creason
Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals
Pocatello
John B. “Rocky” 
Dallum
Boise Inc.
Boise
Brad Michael Daybell
Rexburg
Theron J. De Smet
Ramsden and Lyons, LLP
Coeur d’Alene
J. Patrick Denton
Boise
James Russell Donoval
Sun Valley
Charissa Ann Eichman
Neosho, MO

Richard Allen Ekman
Ekman, Bohrer & Thulin, 
PS
Seattle, WA
Bryce Bland Ellsworth
Ada County Prosecutor’s 
Office
Boise
Patrick K. Fannin
Fannin Litigation Group, 
PS
Spokane, WA
Nathan Tyler Gamel
Bowen & Bailey, LLP
Boise
Katherine Leah Georger
Holland & Hart LLP
Boise
James Eric Goldmann
Mimura Law Offices
Meridian
Jana Beth Gomez
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit
Boise
Kevin Alan Griffiths
Idaho Supreme Court
Boise

Kenley Edwin Grover
Lerma Law Office, PA
Meridian
Dinko  Hadzic
Boise
Michael David Hales
Beard St. Clair Gaffney, 
PA
Idaho Falls
Daniel Patrick Harvath
Arcadia Domain LLC
Twin Falls, UT
Cheryl Lynn Wofford 
Hill
Boise State University
Boise
Bruce A. Hinchey
Arlington, VA
Ryan Lynn Holdaway
Pitcher & Holdaway, 
PLLC
Boise
Dean Sage Holter
Idaho Capital, LLC
Ketchum
Kenneth Lee Huitt
James, Vernon & Weeks 
PA
Coeur d’Alene

Casey Aaron Inge
University of Idaho
Moscow
Alyce Bianca Ispirescu
Coeur d’Alene
Susie D. Jensen
Quane Smith LLP
Coeur d’Alene
Justin Rand Jolley
Moscow
Brett Best Judd
Boise
David H. Judd
Lewiston
Robert L. Kalenda
Kalenda Law Office
St. Cloud, MN
Chelsea Elaine Kidney
Boise
Kirk Lee Kimber
ADA County Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Office
Boise
Jennifer Lynn Klocke
Ada County Court
Boise

Taking the oath to practice law are, from left, Stacey Lucich, Mellisa Maxwell, Annie McDevitt, John McDonald, and Bruce Hinchey. 
In the background is Maren Redd. They are a few of the 106 recent law school graduates and reciprocal attorneys who joined the 
Idaho Bar during the Oct. 1 ceremony.

Photo by Kyme Graziano, Idaho State Bar
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Theodore R. Larsen
Hopkins, Roden, 
Crockett, Hansen & 
Hoopes
Idaho Falls
Skiff Robert Larson
Murphy Law Office, PLLC
Meridian
Adam Boone Little
Idaho Court of Appeals
Boise
Stacey Lee Lucich
Stacey Lucich
Twin Falls
Alan T. Macdonald
Gregory & Swapp, PLLC
Sandy, UT
Mellisa D. Maxwell
Boise
Annie O’Brien McDevitt
Nevin Benjamin McKay & 
Bartlett
Boise
John Edward McDonald
Idaho Supreme Court
Boise
Tyler Jay McGee
Roy, Nielson, Barini - 
Garcia and Platts
Twin Falls
Jake D. McGrady
Idaho Supreme Court
Boise
Michael George 
Millward
Nancy Rey Jackson
Minden, NV
Trevor S. Misseldine
Nampa
Alicia Michelle Moore
Lowman

Marcia Jean Murdoch
Breck Barton & 
Associates
Rexburg
William John Murphy 
Jr.
Beck Law Offices
Hayden
Blake M. Murray
Blake Murray
Ammon
Jonathan Marcus Nash
Hillyard, Anderson & 
Olsen, PC
Logan, UT
Michael Jay Nelson
Hamilton, Michaelson & 
Hilty
Nampa
Karen  Orehoski
Ricci Grube Breneman, 
PLLC
Seattle, WA
Benjamin John Otto
Boise
Zachary Aaron Pall
Idaho Supreme Court
Boise
Erika L. Parsons
Third Judicial District 
Court
Caldwell
Jennifer Lee 
Perevodchikov
Moscow
Kevin Rex Pinegar
Durham Jones & Pinegar
Salt Lake City, UT

Ross D. Pittman
Ada County Prosecutor’s 
Office
Boise
Sanja  Prutina
Quane Smith, LLP
Boise
Joanna Totorica Rebich
Court of Appeals
Boise
Maren  Redd
Boise
Amanda Joline Rekow
Cassia County District 
Court
Burley
Cortney H. Remund
Beard St. Clair Gaffney, 
PA
Idaho Falls
Morgen Elizabeth 
Reynolds
Eugene, OR
Eric Steven Ritter
Scentsy, Inc.
Meridian
Jonathan Eugene 
Roundy
Seventh Judicial District 
Court
Idaho Falls
Danielle Melody 
Rowand
Thomas A. Rowand
St. Albert,  Alberta, CN
Hannah Athlyn Brass 
Saona
ACLU of Idaho
Boise

Ryan Hugh Sargent
Law Offices of Ryan 
Harris
Oceanside, CA
Mark Preston Scheer
Scheer & Zehnder, LLP
Seattle, WA
Matthew Brendan 
Schelstrate
Boise
Christopher Arthur 
Clinton Smith
Salmon
Thomas Daniel Smith
Inkom
Louis Vaughn Spiker
Twin Falls County
Twin Falls
Richard David Hawes 
Surber
Boise
Jordan Eriksen Taylor
Fifth District Court
Jerome
Robert Glenn Teffeteller
Robert Teffeteller
Eagle
Christopher Jarvis 
Thomas
Coeur d’Alene
Jesse Rubin Thomas
Boise
Roman Nicholas 
Thomason
Rexburg
Victoria Claire Trotta
Blaine County Court
Hailey
Robert John Uebelher
Boise

Ashley Robin Walker
Hayden
Elizabeth C. Wallace
Wallace Law Office
Spokane, WA
Mayli A. Walsh
Kootenai County Public 
Defender’s Office
Coeur d’Alene
William Jacob Whitaker
Ahrens & DeAngeli, 
PLLC
Boise
Audrey Lynn 
Whitehurst
Idaho Commission of 
Pardons and Parole
Meridian
Jaren Nichole Wieland
Boise
Steven Paul Wieland
Idaho Supreme Court
Boise
Shawn F. Wilkerson
Boise
Emma Rachel Wilson
Gardner Law
Boise
Jeffrey Scott Wilson
Jeff Wilson
Kuna
Robert H. Wood
Rigby, Andrus & Rigby
Rexburg

Proud family 
members capture 
the moment on 
digital cameras as 
admitees enter the 
meeting room at the 
Boise Centre before 
taking an oath and 
being admitted to 
the Bar.

Photo by Dan Black, Idaho State Bar
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A lawyer’s life involves deadlines, 
frustrations, and demands. For many, 
living under stress has become a 
way of life.  Occasional stress can 
help you perform under pressure and 
motivate you to do your best. But 
when you’re constantly operating 
in emergency mode, your mind and 
body pay the price. 

At a certain point, stress stops 
being helpful and starts causing 
major damage to your health, 
your mood, your productivity, your 
relationships, and your quality of 
life.  Living under constant pressure 
can lead to depression and alcohol or 
substance abuse.

The Idaho Lawyer Assistance 
Program offers confidential 24-hour 
help to lawyers who are experiencing 
problems associated with alcohol and/
or substance abuse and other mental 
health issues related to stress.

Contact Southworth Associates at 

(866) 460-9014
or one of the Volunteers from the  
Idaho Lawyer Assistance Program 

for a confidential peer consultation:

WWW.SOUTHWORTHASSOCIATES.NET

Feeling Stressed Out?

Hon. Thomas Joseph Ryan 
Caldwell, (208) 454-7371

Hon. Daniel Meehl
Twin Falls, (208) 733-8310

Hon. Daniel Eismann
Boise, (208) 334-2149

Hon. Gregory Morton Culet
Caldwell, (208) 454-7370

David Samuelson
Boise, (208) 344-7676

Douglas Copsey
Boise, (208) 841-5634

David Robert Martinez
Pocatello, (208) 236-7040

Brian Donesley
Boise, (208) 343-3851

Thomas Lopez
Boise, (208) 342-4300

Thomas Vasseur
Coeur d’Alene, (208) 664-4457

Robert J. Williams 
Boise, (208) 345-3333

Jamie Shropshire
Lewiston, (208) 746-7948

Martha Wharry Turner
Boise, (208) 869-0137

Angela Kaufmann
Boise, (208) 332-8509

Phillip Becker 
Gooding, (208) 934-4141

John Southworth
Boise, (208) 323-9555

Jeffrey Gordon Howe 
New Plymouth, (208) 278-5697

James Huegli
Boise, (208) 631-2947
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REMEMBER THE IDAHO LAW FOUNDATION DURING THIS TIME OF YEAR

Charles A. Homer 
Idaho Law Foundation President

The holiday season is upon us again.  
In these difficult economic times, it is 
easy to find excuses to reduce or elimi-
nate charitable giving.  Most of us “can” 
give, but the question is, will we?  In 
making your decision, please consider 
all the benefits provided by the Idaho 
Law Foundation.  With your support, the 
Idaho Law Foundation works to fulfill its 
mission to educate all people about the 
role of law in a 
democratic so-
ciety, to provide 
opportunities for 
people to avoid 
and resolve con-
flicts, and to en-
hance the educa-
tion and compe-
tence of attorneys.  
The following are 
some of the pro-
grams the Idaho 
Law Foundation 
uses to fulfill its mission:

The Idaho Volunteer Lawyers 
Program: The Idaho Volunteer Lawyers 
Program (IVLP) organizes private 
attorneys across the state to provide legal 
services to Idaho’s low-income residents.  
IVLP works closely with many providers 
of legal services, such as Idaho Legal Aid 
Services, Inc., CASA, and the Pro Bono 
Commission, to increase the availability 
of legal services to Idahoans who do not 
have the resources to hire an attorney for 
their civil legal issues. 

The Law Related Education 
Program: The Law-Related Education 
Program provides Idaho students at 
all grade levels the tools to reinforce 
learning while helping build positive 
relationships between students and 
members of Idaho’s legal community.  
The outreach programs of the Law-
Related Education Program include high 
school mock trial competition, the lawyers 
in the classroom program, which pairs 
lawyers and teachers to teach students 
about important law-related topics, the 
“Turning 18” curriculum program, which 
helps young people understand their 
rights and responsibilities as they reach 
the age of majority, and the Citizens’ Law 
Academy, which is a free adult education 
program that offers a glimpse into the 
law, our legal system, and the work of 
lawyers and judges. 

The Continuing Legal Education 
Program: The Continuing Legal 
Education program provides timely, 
substantive legal education programs for 
members of the Idaho legal community.  
This program continues to develop new 
approaches to continuing legal education, 
including the “Your First or Next....” 
series designed to cover legal topics in 
a more generalized manner for the new 
lawyer or to the lawyer who is interested 
in exploring a new practice area, the 
Idaho Practical Skills program, a semi-
annual course designed for the newly 
admitted attorney, and Headline News, 
which covers trends and updates in the 
law from the past year.     

The Idaho Law Foundation strives 
to expand its programs in order to meet 
the needs of those who rely upon its 
services.  The Idaho Volunteer Lawyer’s 
Program’s 2009 goals include increasing 
the number of attorneys who volunteer in 
family law cases, increasing the numbers 
of low-income applicants who receive 
full representation for their civil legal 
cases, expanding the geographic scope 
of the Soundstart project which aids low-
income parents, expanding the partnership 
between Catholic Charities and volunteer 
attorneys to represent victims of violence 
in immigration proceedings and assists 
those in deportation hearings, and 
engaging more attorneys to represent 
incarcerated persons in appeals-level 
individual rights cases.

The Law-Related Education Program 
has prepared for the high school mock 
trial program a case based on the 
Haywood trial.  The Law Foundation 
staff will adapt the mock trial case for 
fourth grade Idaho history and develop 
supplementary lessons regarding the 
trial.  We are also developing materials 
regarding Presidents Lincoln and Bush 
and the Suspension of Habeas Corpus, 
completing a “Turning 18” curriculum 
guide, working to garner state approval 
for teachers attending the Citizens’ 
Law Academy to receive professional 
development credit, and working with 
the Idaho Women Lawyers Committee 
to finalize a Women and the Law 
curriculum. 

The Law Foundation continues to find 
new and innovative ways to create better 
access to justice and opportunities for 
members of the Bar.  However, the Law 
Foundation cannot meet its goals and 
continue its important work without your 
help.  The Law Foundation relies upon the 

charitable contributions of attorneys like 
you.  This holiday season please consider 
making a tax-deductible donation to the 
Idaho Law Foundation.  You can donate 
through a designation on your 2010 
Licensing Form or by filling out and 
returning the pledge card you will receive 
in the mail in early December.  Also, as an 
alternative to typical holiday gift giving, 
I encourage you to promote the holiday 
spirit of giving by making a donation in 
the name of someone important to you or 
who has made a difference in your life.  
Simply fill out the “This Donation is a 
Gift” section of your donation card, and 
a gift acknowledgment will be sent to the 
individual indicated.  

A gift to the Idaho Law Foundation 
is more than a simple donation – it is an 
investment in the people of Idaho and the 
future of the legal profession in Idaho.  
Your gift will have lasting effects by 
providing Idaho’s disadvantaged citizens 
with the legal assistance they need, and 
creating a positive image of Idaho’s legal 
profession.  I invite you to continue to 
help the Idaho Law Foundation fulfill it 
important mission. 

Thank you for all of your support.   
May this holiday season bring joy, 
happiness and goodwill to you and your 
loved ones. 
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Idaho’s Court Assistance Offices and the Supreme 
Court’s “Self Help Center” website provide excellent forms 
and instructions for basic family law pleadings for pro se 
filings in family law cases.  Nevertheless, there are many 
low-income people who need assistance and legal guidance 
to file their cases.  The Idaho Volunteer Lawyers Program’s 
(IVLP) Pro Se Family Law Clinics help fill this need.  

Roughly once each month in Ada County, and every 
other month in Canyon County, volunteer attorneys and 
paralegals come together with pre-screened low-income 
people who wish to file a family law case. The Clinics offer 
volunteers and participants a chance to work one-on-one to 
prepare pleadings and impart the information pro se litigants 
will need to file and serve their cases.  Lawyers of all 
backgrounds, law students and paralegals are supported by 
a family law expert attorney and IVLP Staff who calculate 
child support, notarize documents and offer practical 
guidance.  Meanwhile, other volunteers help interview and 
screen applicants for future IVLP clinics and other legal 
services. 

IVLP wishes to offer special thanks to the following 
volunteers who have participated in the clinics since over 
the last year and a half: Photo by Carol Craighill, Idaho Volunteer Lawyers Program

James Stoll, of Naylor & Hales, PC, is a family law specialist 
for IVLP Clinics and a regular volunteer. He assisted 10 
times during the last year and half.

Jacqueline Bicandi Kite-Powell 
Megan E. Mooney 
Kira Dale Pfisterer *
Katherine Cecilia Ball *
Daniel J. Gordon*
Alison Elizabeth Brace* 
Lisa Hoag*
Melisa Davis **
Pamela Jo Packard *****
Mark Paul Coonts **
Christian Carl Christensen II****
Alison S. Graham **
James Richard Stoll *********

Beth Liana Smethers*
Sara Marie Berry 
Dara  Labrum**
Chad Edward Bernards 
Kira Dale Pfisterer 
Ramona Bonjac*
Kendra Raver
Sunciaray Price*
Pam Howland
Tracy Crane
Katelyn McKinney
Ted Tollefson
David Hyams

Scott Randolph
Scott Hess
Kathryn Brandt
Mark Steigleder
Elizabeth Lovejoy Merrill
Michael John Mehall
Anthony Michael Pantera IV
Ross Brown   
James D. Huegli
Melisa Davis
Lou Engelhardt*
Mary Grant **
Molly Garner ** 

Janis Dotson
Kira Pfisterer
Scott Tweedle
Mistie Bawcher
Lance Fuisting
Nancy Baskin
Craig Durham
Lou Engelhardt
Lauren Paul
Kendra Raver
Greg Bradford

*Denotes additional volunteer sessions

We need your help!  IVLP needs Boise and Canyon 
County volunteers for clinics in 2010 and for clinics that 
will be starting in Payette early next year.  If you are an 
attorney, paralegal or law student, and regardless of your 

family law expertise or knowledge, you can donate 2 to 3 
hours and provide an invaluable service to someone in need.  
Contact Mary S. Hobson, IVLP Legal Director (208) 334-
4510; mhobson@isb.idaho.gov.

STAFF CLINICS FOR IDAHO VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROGRAM
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UPCOMING CLES
November 6 -7 
Introductory Collaborative Law 
Training
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Hotel 43, Boise
14 CLE Credits pending

November 20
Headline News—Year in Review
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
University Inn, Moscow
5.0 CLE credits of which 1.0 is 
Ethics Credit RAC*

December 4
Headline News—Year in Review
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Red Lion Hotel, Pocatello
6.0 CLE credits of which 1.0 is 
Ethics Credit RAC*

December 11
Headline News—Year in Review
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Oxford Suites, Boise
6.0 CLE credits of which 1.0 is 
Ethics Credit RAC*

December 15 
Rule 1.10 Revised—Screening for 
Conflicts
8:30 - 9:30 a.m.
The Law Center, Boise
1.0 Ethics CLE credit
Available as a Live Webcast

December 17
Intellectual Property CLE
Topic TBA
8:30 - 9:30 a.m.
The Law Center, Boise
1.0 CLE Credit 
RAC*
Available as a Live Webcast

December 18
Ethical Advocacy Strategies—An 
Interactive CLE
8:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Oxford Suites, Boise
2.0 Ethics CLE Credit 
RAC*

*RAC—These programs are approved 
for Reciprocal Admission Credit pursuant 
to Idaho Bar Commissions Rule 204A(e).

Visit my.superlawyers.com

Last Call to Nominate
Mountain States Super Lawyers
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You deserve EXCELLENCE — 
Choose proliability.com

Price

Coverage
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California License #0633005
Administered and brokered by Marsh Affinity Group Services, a service of Seabury & Smith, Inc., Insurance Program Management 

Marsh makes it easy for you to 
obtain the malpractice protection 
you need by continuously 
evaluating all of the available 
options and only endorsing the 
one program that can best serve 
our members’ needs.  Without 
question, that program is 
proliability.com.

FREE Risk Analysis
Expert tips can help you prevent common 

problems before they arise.

 Simply…
 1. Visit www.proliability.com/lawyer
 2. Click on “FREE Risk Analysis”
 3. Receive your analysis via e-mail

 This is a free service. 
There is no cost or obligation.

p y

For the protection you  

need and the excellent price, 

coverage and customer 

service you deserve:

www.proliability.com/lawyer

1-800-574-7444
Denise Forsman

Client Executive-Professional Liability

Marsh ConsumerConnexions

15 West South Temple, Ste. 700

Salt Lake City, UT 84101

42927, 42930, 42931, 42933, 42934, 42935, 42936, 42928 
©Seabury & Smith, Inc. 2009

Boise
(208) 334-7000

Coeur d’Alene
(208) 667-1163

Seattle 
(206) 622-3376

Spokane
(509) 838-6000

Portland
(503) 227-1544

National
(800) 528-3335
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The best way to help your client may be 
a referral to an attorney who has a track 
record of success in severe workers’ 
compensation injuries.

W.

Licensed in
Idaho

Oregon
Washington

Breck@IdahoRights.com

Call us.

W.

Licensed in
Idaho

Oregon
Washington

Breck@IdahoRights.com

Workers’ Co ersonal Injur yment Law
Selected by peers for

The Best Lawyers
in America &
Mountain States
SuperLawyers
AV rated by peer review process

Selected by peers for

The Best Lawyers
in America &
Mountain States
SuperLawyers
AV rated by peer review process

W.W.


